
SATURDAY – FOURTH WEEK OF LENT 
Morning Prayer – Feast of St Patrick 

 

O God, come to our aid. 

O Lord, make haste to help us. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

 

HYMN  or use an alternative hymn 

Who are these like stars appearing,  

these, before God’s throne who stand?  

Each a golden crown is wearing;  

who are all this glorious band?  

Alleluia! Hark, they sing,  

praising loud their heavenly King. 

 

Who are these of dazzling brightness,  

clothed in God’s own righteousness?  

These, whose robes of purest whiteness,  

shall their lustre still possess,  

still untouched by time’s rude hand?  

Whence came all this glorious band? 

 

These are they who have contended  

for their Saviour’s honour long,  

wrestling on till life was ended,  

following not the sinful throng;  

these who well the fight sustained,  

triumph through the Lamb have gained. 

 

These are they whose hearts were riven,  

sore with woe and anguish tried,  

who in prayer full oft have striven  



with the God they glorified;  

now, their painful conflict o’er,  

God has bid them weep no more. 

 

These, the Almighty contemplating,  

did as priests before him stand,  

soul and body always waiting  

day and night at his command:  

now in God’s most holy place  

blest they stand before his face. 

 

 

PSALMODY 

Ant:  You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be 

hidden. 

 
Psalm 62 (63) 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 

for you my soul is thirsting. 

My body pines for you 

like a dry, weary land without water. 

So I gaze on you in the sanctuary 

to see your strength and your glory. 

 

For your love is better than life, 

my lips will speak your praise. 

So I will bless you all my life, 

in your name I will lift up my hands. 

My soul shall be filled as with a banquet, 

my mouth shall praise you with joy. 

 

On my bed I remember you. 

On you I muse through the night 

for you have been my help; 

in the shadow of your wings I rejoice. 

My soul clings to you; 

your right hand holds me fast. 



Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Ant:  You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot 

be hidden. 

 

 

Ant:  Your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your good 

works, they may give the praise to your Father in heaven. 

 
Canticle   Daniel 3:57-88,56 

O all you works of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

And you, angels of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, the heavens of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

And you, clouds of the sky, O bless the Lord. 

And you, all armies of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, sun and moon, O bless the Lord. 

And you, the stars of the heavens, O bless the Lord. 

And you, showers and rain, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, all you breezes and winds, O bless the Lord. 

And you, fire and heat, O bless the Lord. 

And you, cold and heat, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, showers and dew, O bless the Lord. 

And you, frosts and cold, O bless the Lord. 

And you, frost and snow, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 



And you, night-time and day, O bless the Lord. 

And you, darkness and light, O bless the Lord. 

And you, lightning and clouds, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

O let the earth bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, mountains and hills, O bless the Lord. 

And you, all plants of the earth, O bless the Lord. 

And you, fountains and springs, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, rivers and seas, O bless the Lord. 

And you, creatures of the sea, O bless the Lord. 

And you, every bird in the sky, O bless the Lord. 

And you, wild beasts and tame, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, children of men, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

O Israel, bless the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

And you, priests of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

And you, servants of the Lord, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

And you, spirits and souls of the just, O bless the Lord. 

And you, holy and humble of heart, O bless the Lord. 

Ananias, Azarias, Mizael, O bless the Lord. 

To him be highest glory and praise for ever. 

 

Let us praise the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit: 

To you be highest glory and praise for ever. 

May you be blessed, O Lord, in the heavens: 

To you be highest glory and praise for ever. 



Ant:  Your light must shine in the sight of men, so that, seeing your 

good works, they may give the praise to your Father in heaven. 

 

 

Ant:  The word of God is alive and active: it cuts more finely than any 

double-edged sword. 

 
Psalm 149 

Sing a new song to the Lord, 

his praise in the assembly of the faithful. 

Let Israel rejoice in its Maker, 

let Zion’s sons exult in their king. 

Let them praise his name with dancing 

and make music with timbrel and harp. 

 

For the Lord takes delight in his people. 

He crowns the poor with salvation. 

Let the faithful rejoice in their glory, 

shout for joy and take their rest. 

Let the praise of God be on their lips 

and a two-edged sword in their hand, 

 

to deal out vengeance to the nations 

and punishment on all the peoples; 

to bind their kings in chains 

and their nobles in fetters of iron; 

to carry out the sentence pre-ordained: 

this honour is for all his faithful. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Ant:  The word of God is alive and active: it cuts more finely than 

any double-edged sword. 

 



SCRIPTURE READING   Hebrews 13:7-9 

Remember your leaders, who preached the word of God to you, and as 

you reflect on the outcome of their lives, imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is 

the same today as he was yesterday and as he will be for ever. Do not let 

yourselves be led astray by all sorts of strange doctrines. 

 

 

SHORT RESPONSORY 

I placed watchmen on your towers, Jerusalem. 

I placed watchmen on your towers, Jerusalem. 

They will never cease to tell of the name of the Lord, by day and by night. 

I placed watchmen on your towers, Jerusalem. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

I placed watchmen on your towers, Jerusalem. 

 

 

 

BENEDICTUS 

Ant:  Go, and teach all peoples. Baptize them in the name of the Father, and 

of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel! 

He has visited his people and redeemed them. 
 

He has raised up for us a mighty saviour 

in the house of David his servant, 

as he promised by the lips of holy men, 

those who were his prophets from of old. 
 

A saviour who would free us from our foes, 

from the hands of all who hate us. 

So his love for our fathers is fulfilled 

and his holy covenant remembered. 
 

He swore to Abraham our father to grant us, 

that free from fear, and saved from the hands of our foes, 

we might serve him in holiness and justice 

all the days of our life in his presence. 



As for you, little child, 

you shall be called a prophet of God, the Most High. 

You shall go ahead of the Lord 

to prepare his ways before him, 

 

To make known to his people their salvation 

through forgiveness of all their sins,  

the loving-kindness of the heart of our God 

who visits us like the dawn from on high. 

 

He will give light to those in darkness, 

those who dwell in the shadow of death, 

and guide us into the way of peace. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. 

 

Ant:  Go, and teach all peoples. Baptize them in the name of the 

Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

INTERCESSIONS 

Christ, the good shepherd, laid down his life for his sheep. Let us praise 

him with grateful hearts, as we pray: Lord, nourish the lives of your 

people. 
 

Christ our Lord, in the holy pastors you reveal your love for us; 

may we never be deprived of the care you show through them. 
 

Through your sacred ministers you are present in our midst as the 

shepherd of our souls; never cease to guide us through their teaching 

and encouragement. 
 

In the saints who lead your people, you manifest your power of healing 

souls and bodies; remain always with us to renew our lives in holiness. 



By the example of the saints you instruct your faithful in the ways of 

wisdom and love; through our pastors, help us grow to the full stature 

of perfection. 

 
 

OUR FATHER   

 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 

We give you thanks, almighty God, 

for sending Saint Patrick to preach your glory to the people of Ireland. 

Grant that we who are proud to call ourselves Christians 

may never cease to proclaim to the world the good news of salvation. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

 

 

BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

If a layperson is presiding 

The Lord bless us, and keep us from all evil, and bring us  

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

 
 

If a priest or deacon is presiding 

The Lord be with you. And with your spirit. 

 

May almighty God bless you,  the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Let us bless the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 


