
Laudato si

Praise Be To You



St Francis of Assisi



“He loved and was loved for his joy, his selfless 
dedication, his universal heart. He was a mystic and a 
pilgrim who lived with simplicity and in a wonderful 
harmony with God, with others, with nature and with 
himself. In him we find the extent to which concern for 
nature, justice for the poor, commitment to society and 
inner peace are inseparable.”



“His testimony also shows us that the integral ecology 
requires openness towards categories that transcend the 
language of the exact sciences or biology and connect us 
with the essence of the human.”



Brother sun, sister moon, 
brother wind, sister water, 
brother wolf, sister cicada, 
brother fish, sister birds….



If we approach nature and environment 
without this opening to amazement and 
wonder, if we no longer talk the language of 
brotherhood and beauty in our relationship 
with the world, our attitudes will be those of 
the ruler, the consumer or the mere exploiter 
of natural resources, unable to put a limit to 
his immediate interests. 



Climate Change

• Earth has warmed 0.85 degrees C since 1880.



“Climate change is a global problem with 
serious environmental, social, economic, 
distributive, and political implications, and 
is a major current challenge for humanity.”



“it has become an urgent and compelling policy 
development in the coming years that the 
emission of carbon dioxide and other heavily 
polluting gases is reduced drastically, for 
example, by replacing fossil fuels and developing 
renewable energy sources”



“If present trends continue, this century may 
well witness extraordinary climate change and 
an unprecedented destruction of ecosystems, 
with serious consequences for all of us.”



Climate Change Consequences

All of these are thought to be at risk of 
increasing:
Drought, flooding, storms, sea level rise, 
migration of animals and plants, desertification, 
wild fires, diseases like malaria, food shortages, 
water shortages, rate of extinction, ocean 
acidification, coral bleaching, insect outbreaks, 
tree diseases, crop intolerances.



“Heavier impacts probably will fall in the coming 
decades on developing countries. Many poor 
people live in areas particularly affected by 
phenomena related to global warming, and their 
livelihoods are heavily dependent on nature 
reserves and by so-called ecosystem services, 
such as agriculture, fisheries and forestry.” 



Criticisms
• Pope Francis is  Marxist quoting science that is bought and 

paid for. Rush Limbaugh
• The pope is a danger to the world, an eco-wolf in pope’s 

clothing. Michael Savage
• the pope wants to use the "bully pulpit of the papacy" to 

"shame people into distributing wealth in such a manner so as 
to help the poor, and one of the ways he's trying to do that is 
by encouraging governments to get involved in restricting 
behaviour that allegedly causes something allegedly called 
global warming. “Andrew Napolitano

• "hackneyed language and extremely dubious science you 
might expect from a 16-year-old trotting out the formulaic 
bilge and accepted faux-wisdom required these days to pass a 
fairly typical exam paper in Geography or Environmental 
Sciences. “James Delingbole



“As often happens in times of deep crisis, that 
require courageous decisions, we are tempted to 
think that what is happening is not certain. If we 
look superficially, beyond some visible signs of 
pollution and degradation, it seems that things are 
not so severe and that the planet could remain for a 
long time under current conditions. We need this 
evasive behaviour to maintain our lifestyles, 
production and consumption. It is the way in which 
the human being arranges to feed all self-
destructive vices: trying not to see them, struggling 
to not recognize them, putting off important 
decisions, acting as if nothing had happened.”



“Attitudes that hinder the ways of solution, even 
among believers, range from denial of the 
problem to indifference, to comfortable 
resignation, or blind faith in technical solutions. 
We need new universal solidarity.” 



Christiana Figueres
U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change executive secretary

"It is a fundamental misinterpretation or 
misunderstanding of the complexity of what 
we're dealing with to even imagine that an 
agreement international agreements would in 
and of themselves miraculously solve climate 
change, all they do is chart the course toward 
that long-term destination.”



Climate Change Action

• Write down the 5 most important things you 
think you and your community can do to 
ameliorate climate change.





A constant flood of new consumer goods can 
baffle the heart and prevent us from cherishing 
each thing and each moment.





It becomes difficult to pause and recover depth in 
life…where a constant flood of new products 
coexists with a tedious monotony.  

We become…’superficial, aggressive and 
compulsive consumers’



Obsession with a consumerist lifestyle, above all 
when few people are capable of maintaining it, 
can only lead to violence and mutual 
destruction.



Thoreau
• Most of the luxuries and many of the so-called 

comforts of life are not only not indispensable, but 
positive hindrances to the elevation of mankind

• The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation
• Our inventions are wont to be pretty toys, which 

distract our attention from serious things. They are but 
improved means to an unimproved end, an end which 
it was already but too easy to arrive at.

• I also have in my mind that seemingly wealthy, but 
most terribly impoverished class of all, who have 
accumulated dross, but know not how to use it, or get 
rid of it, and thus have forged their own golden or 
silver fetters.



Wendell Berry
• We haven't accepted — we can't really believe —

that the most characteristic product of our age of 
scientific miracles is junk, but that is so

• We have lived by the assumption that what was 
good for us would be good for the world. We 
have been wrong. We must change our lives. . . 
We must recover the sense of the majesty of the 
creation and the ability to be worshipful in its 
presence. For it is only on the condition of 
humility and reverence before the world that our 
species will be able to remain in it.



Aldo Leopold
• What to do? I see only two courses open to the 

likes of us. One is to go live on locusts in the 
wilderness, if there is any wilderness left. The 
other is surreptitiously to set up within the 
economic Juggernaut certain new cogs and 
wheels whereby the residual love of nature may 
be made to recreate at least a fraction of those 
values which their love of "progress" is 
destroying.

• Only economists mistake physical opulence for 
riches.



Pope Francis

A technological and economic development 
which does not leave in its wake a better world 
and an integrally higher quality of life cannot be 
considered progress



Consumerism

• Write down the 5 most important things you 
think you and your community can do to 
lessen consumption.



Now in the 6th mass extinction in the history of 
the earth, with species disappearing 1000 times 
faster than normal background rate.



John Muir
• These temple-destroyers, devotees of ravaging 

commercialism, seem to have a perfect contempt for 
Nature, and instead of lifting their eyes to the God of 
the mountains, lift them to the Almighty Dollar

• Any fool can destroy trees. They cannot run away; and 
if they could, they would still be destroyed — chased 
and hunted down as long as fun or a dollar could be 
got out of their bark hides… Through all the wonderful, 
eventful centuries … God has cared for these trees, 
saved them from drought, disease, avalanches, and a 
thousand straining, levelling tempests and floods; but 
he cannot save them from fools.



• But do not just think about the different 
species just like any exploitable "resources", 
forgetting that they have a value in 
themselves. Every year thousands of species 
of plants and animals disappear that we can 
no longer know, that our children will not be 
able to see, lost forever. The vast majority is 
extinguished for reasons having to do with 
some human activity. Because of us, 
thousands of species will not give glory to 
God with their lives, nor can communicate his 
message. We have not the right.



• Since all creatures are related to each other, 
each of their value must be recognized with 
affection and admiration, and all we created 
beings need each other. Each region has a 
responsibility in the care of this family, so it 
should make a thorough inventory of species 
it houses, with a view to developing programs 
and strategies of protection, taking care with 
particular attention to species in danger of 
extinction.



Thomas Merton

Each creature is “a thought of God” who…

Buries His thought too vast
for words 

In seeds and roots and blade 
and flower.



Thomas Berry

• The earth is “a communion of subjects, not a 
collection of objects.”



Roger Sorell

“St Francis proclaimed the indissoluble kinship 
and community between humans and their 
fellow creatures under God.”



• “the ultimate purpose of other creatures is 
not to be found in us. Rather, all creatures are 
moving forward, with us and through us, 
towards a common point of arrival, which is 
God”



Natural Wolrd

• Write down the 5 most important things you 
can do to nurture the natural world and stem 
the decline of species.



Technological advances

With technological advances it has become 
…”easy to accept the idea of infinite or unlimited 
growth, which proves so attractive to 
economists, financiers and experts in 
technology. It is based on the lie that there is an 
infinite supply of the earth’s goods, and this 
leads to the planet being squeezed dry beyond 
every limit.”



The principle of profit maximization, which tends to 
isolate itself from any other consideration, is a 
conceptual distortion of the economy: it increases 
production, caring little what is produced at the 
expense of future resources or the health of the 
environment; if the cutting down of a forest 
increases production, no measure in this calculation 
includes the loss of desertifying a territory, 
destroying biodiversity or increasing pollution. 
Namely that companies obtain profits by calculating 
and paying a tiny fraction of the cost. 



E. F. Schumacher

Any intelligent fool can make things bigger, more 
complex, and more violent. It takes a touch of 
genius -- and a lot of courage -- to move in the 
opposite direction.



Schumacher

…one of the most fateful errors of our age is the 
belief that the problem of production has been 
solved. The illusion…is mainly due to our 
inability to recognize that the modern industrial 
system, with all its intellectual sophistication, 
consumes the very basis on which it has been 
erected. To use the language of the economist, it 
lives on irreplaceable capital which it cheerfully 
treats as income



Schumacher
“If human vices such as greed and envy are 
systematically cultivated, the inevitable result is 
nothing less than a collapse of intelligence. A man 
driven by greed or envy loses the power of seeing 
things as they really are, of seeing things in their 
roundness and wholeness, and his very successes 
become failures. If whole societies become infected 
by these vices, they may indeed achieve astonishing 
things but they become increasingly incapable of 
solving the most elementary problems of everyday 
existence.”



Nature is filled with words of love, but how can we 
listen to them amid constant noise, interminable 
and nerve-wracking distractions, or the cult of 
appearances? Many people today sense a profound 
imbalance which drives them to frenetic activity 
and makes them feel busy, in a constant hurry 
which in turn leads them to ride rough-shod over 
everything around them. This too affects how they 
treat the environment. An integral ecology includes 
taking time to recover a serene harmony with 
creation, reflecting on our lifestyle and our ideals, 
and contemplating the Creator who lives among us 
and surrounds us, whose presence “must not be 
contrived but found, uncovered”.



The universe unfolds in God, who fills it 
completely. Hence, there is a mystical meaning 
to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a 
dewdrop, in a poor person’s face. The ideal is 
not only to pass from the exterior to the interior 
to discover the action of God in the soul, but 
also to discover God in all things. 



“Think of all that speech pouring down, selling 
nothing, judging nobody, drenching the thick 
mulch of dead leaves, soaking the trees . . . 
What a thing it is to sit absolutely alone, in the 
forest, at night, cherished by this wonderful, 
unintelligible, perfectly innocent speech, the 
most comforting speech in the world, the talk 
that rain makes by itself all over the ridges, and 
the talk of the watercourses everywhere in the 
hollows.” Perhaps it is more important to feel 
“cherished” by this sort of speech than to know 
– in words – exactly what it is saying.



I ask you, instead, to be revolutionaries, I ask 
you to swim against the tide; yes, I am asking 
you to rebel against this culture that sees 
everything as temporary. Have the courage to 
‘swim against the tide’.



“Most of the inhabitants of the planet declare 
themselves believers, and this should push 
religions to enter into a dialogue with each 
other oriented to the care of nature, to the 
defence of the poor, to build a network of 
respect and brotherhood.”



• Together with all creatures, we walk on this 
earth seeking God…We walk singing! Amid our 
struggles and our concern for this planet we 
take away the joy of hope.



“The authentic humanity, which calls for a new 
synthesis, seems to live in the midst of 
technological civilization, almost imperceptibly, 
like fog seeping under a closed door.”



The Courageous Environmentalists

• Write down 5peole you think are making a 
difference.


