




LAUDATO SI’ 
A Call to Action







“Hear both the cry of the earth and the cry 
of the poor.”

Laudato Si’ 49
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IMPERATIVES FOR 
GREENING OUR LIVES AS 
CHRISTIANS

• The signs of our times

• Scripture

• Churches’ Social Teaching

• Saintly lifestyles and examples

• Liberation / Creation Theology



Themes in Catholic Social 
Teaching

•Dignity of the human person

•Common Good

•Option for the Poor 

•Peace and disarmament

•Global Solidarity and development

•Care for God’s Creation



What they all need is an “ecological 
conversion”, whereby the effects of their 
encounter with Jesus Christ become evident 
in their relationship with the world around 
them. Living our vocation to be protectors of 
God’s handiwork is essential to a life of 
virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary 
aspect of our Christian experience. 

(Para 217)



Quotes from Thomas Berry

“The context of 
contemporary existence has 
been altered by 
environmental breakdown.”

“Our fulfilment is not in 
isolated human grandeur, 
but in our intimacy with the 
larger Earth Community.”



Quote from Sean McDonagh

“In the view of many fundamentalists the world is there 
solely to be used as a resource by human beings. Since 
the world is doomed to pass away in the very near 
future, it does not really matter that the natural world is 
being polluted and plundered to sustain the standard of 
living of a small segment of humanity. Religion, in this 
case, can actually act as a stimulus to those who are 
destroying the natural world. Because of the emphasis 
on immediate other-world salvation they are blind to the 
fact that what they are doing is destroying billions of 
years of God’s creation and condemning every 
succeeding generation to poverty.”

From ‘To Care for the Earth’







What holds us back from having an 
“ecological conversion”?

• We like our modern lifestyle
• Still hooked on ‘trickle-down’ development                      

model
• Neglect of justice for future generations
• Tolerance of conflict and weapons
• Urbanised peoples detached from natural world
• Addressing short-term issues/emergencies
• Despair over the scale of the problems
• Gender discrimination / Patriarchy 
• Lack of awareness of creation-centred theology



Religious traditions need a 

‘functional cosmology’. 

Current blocks:

• Seeing humans as having a destiny beyond 
other members of the earth community.

• Negation of the natural world as a meeting place 
between the divine and human.

• The Christian moral code cannot cope with 
Biocide or Geocide.

• Ignorance of how the universe story links into 
the human story.



Fruit of the Earth

Work of Human Hands

The Eucharist is the Sacrament of Ecology.

The goal of ecology is to build a mutually 
enhancing relationship between humankind and 
the rest of creation.  We have this in the 
Eucharist. We do not use wheat, but bread which 
involves the fruitfulness of Earth and human 
labour. We do not use grape juice but rather wine.



























For sustainable food, Green 
Christian has produced LOAF 
Principles:
Locally produced, 
Organically grown, 
Animal friendly, 
Fairly traded. 













Diocesan Ideas
Work towards being a Fairtrade Diocese 

Bring in a Diocesan JPIC Department

Support the Church’s outreach to refugees

Review the Diocesan Investment Policy

Consider a Diocesan Environmental Policy

Promote the livesimply community award

Link sacraments with social justice/creation care

Celebrate the Day of Prayer for Care of Creation 

and Creation Time (Faith section on website)

Formation for clergy and laity on Church’s Social Teaching, 
including creation care, perhaps study Laudato Si themes.

Review mission statements of diocesan schools

Diocesan representation at the NJPN annual conference

Pray and Fast for the Climate each month













Archbishop Bernard Longley, Pastoral letter, 
December 2017

We view the world in a new way through the light of Christ 
and we learn to have a deeper appreciation for the gift of 
creation. Two years ago Pope Francis emphasised this in 
his Encyclical Letter Laudato Si’ when he said: What kind of 
world do we want to leave to those who come after us, to 
children who are now growing up? The Holy Father urges 
us never to forget the intimate relationship between the 
fragility of the planet and the plight of the poor, echoing 
the compassion of the Messiah: He has sent me to bring 
good news to the poor. 





Justice, Peace 
and Laudato Si’



Day of Prayer for Care of Creation 
- Saturday 1 September 2018

Season of Creation - 1 September 
to 4 October 2018













https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjUhf-4ps3ZAhWBD8AKHdCFAO8QjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.wessexfm.com%2Fnews%2Fnational%2F2515308%2Fuk-snow-britain-braces-for-big-freeze-amid-amber-weather-warnings%2F&psig=AOvVaw37RCjZaoShbTpWQ-KI8Gq8&ust=1520068424438480


















All-powerful God, you are present in the whole universe and in the smallest of your creatures.
You embrace with your tenderness all that exists.
Pour out upon us the power of your love,
that we may protect life and beauty.

Fill us with peace, that we may live
as brothers and sisters, harming no one.

O God of the poor,
help us to rescue the abandoned and forgotten of this earth, so precious in your eyes.
Bring healing to our lives,
that we may protect the world and not prey on it,
that we may sow beauty, not pollution and destruction. Touch the hearts
of those who look only for gain
at the expense of the poor and the earth.

Teach us to discover the worth of each thing,
to be filled with awe and contemplation,
to recognize that we are profoundly united
with every creature as we journey towards your infinite light.

We thank you for being with us each day.
Encourage us, we pray, in our struggle
for justice, love and peace.


