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Saturday, 1 December. Pray and Fast for the Climate – 1st day of every month.  This month’s 
prayers focus on the recent hard-hitting report from the IPCC – and its implications. We also pray for 
the build-up towards and preparations for the key UN Climate Summit in Poland.    
https://unfccc.int/katowice  
 
Saturday, 1 December 
12.00 noon – 3.30pm  
Opening Rally Portland Place,  London  
Demonstration Organised by the Campaign against Climate Change.  Heatwaves, hurricanes and 
wildfires make it clear: it's time to act on climate change. As crucial UN climate talks begin in 
Katowice, Poland, join us to show solidarity with environmental activists there; with those in the 
Global South in particular in the frontline of climate change; and with all those standing up for the 
future of our planet over short-term profit, against the rise of the far right and climate denial.  Here 
in the UK, from fracking to a Heathrow third runway, our government is failing to face up to the 
climate crisis. The recent IPCC report is a landmark for our planet, setting out just what is at stake if 
we breach 1.5C warming. We need action now to move to a Zero Carbon Britain, with climate jobs to 
build the future we need.  Check https://www.campaigncc.org/together    for the latest news and 
how to get involved.    
 
Saturday, 1 December 
WORLD AIDS DAY www.worldaidsday.org 
 
Sunday, 2 to Friday, 14 December 
Katowice, Poland 
 Climate Summit  COP24 climate summit, A group of 30 CAFOD supporters are going to Katowice 
including representatives from Clifton Diocese 
 
Tuesday, 4 December 
7.30pm (Tea and coffee will be available from 7pm. Compline at 8.45pm) 
The Old Priory, Clarence Street, Cheltenham 
Cheltenham Green Christian open discussion meeting - a response to Pope Francis' teaching that, All 
Christian communities have an important role to play in ecological education (#214, Laudato 
Si'). How do we each become part of the solution, rather than part of the problem? The Rev. Julie 
Nelson, many years of ministry behind her, will start us off by sharing a little of her experience.   
 Enquiries: Cheltenham@greenchristian.org.uk  
 
Monday, 10 December 
UN HUMAN RIGHTS DAY 70 years since declaration of human rights 
www.un.org/en/events/humanrightsday/resources.shtml  
 
Monday, 10 December 
7.30pm 
Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution, 16-18 Queen Square, Bath BA1 2HN 
Unfinished Stories from Cambodia; a Prayer from Hell  With his wife Ingrid, Mick Yates has been 
visiting the country since 1994, where they founded a successful, sustainable primary school 
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program in 1999. This talk reflects Mick’s personal response to the Khmer Rouge Genocide (1975-
1979), and its impact on the the people of Cambodia, even today. It is built around the harrowing 
stories of people who survived those dark times, and who subsequently dedicated their lives to 
education as their best response to the Genocide. It includes aftermath photography, using 
controversial imagery, which forms the centrepiece of his MA in Photography at Falmouth 
University. Tickets £4 (members/students £2).  https://www.brlsi.org/node/184297    
 
Wednesday, 12 December 
7.30pm (6.30 Reception) 
Bath Royal Literary and Scientific Institution, 16-18 Queen Square, Bath BA1 2HN 
BRLSI Victor Suchar Lecture - Global Food Security – to be delivered by Sir Charles Godfray, Director 
of the Oxford Martin School.  Can we feed the world healthily, equitably and sustainably? In fifty 
years’ time, more people will require more food, more wealthy people will demand a better diet. 
Meeting their needs with sustainable agriculture while promoting healthy diets is one of the greatest 
challenges of the twenty-first century. The talk will explore looming threats but will conclude 
positively, that it is possible. But only if we take difficult decisions in the near future. Tickets £4 
(members/students £2).  https://www.brlsi.org/node/184182  
Tuesday, 18 December 
 INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY       http://www.un.org/en/events/migrantsday/  
 
Tuesday, 25 December 
Christmas Day 
 
To do 
Advent resources 
Global Healing initiative for Advent,  see www.ourcommonhome.co.uk/ includes film, study guide, 
leaders notes etc. 
CAFOD has produced an online Advent calendar 2018 at https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-Calendar 
;for weekly reflections see  https://jpshrewsbury.wordpress.com/resources/ . 
 
Prayer/Reflection for December  
The first is a poem by Gerard Manley Hopkins called God's Grandeur to help us reflect on the 
wonder of creation.  A Christmas Pledge follows this, challenging us to rethink our approach to 
celebrating the birth of Christ.  
 
The world is charged with the grandeur of God. 
   It will flame out, like shining from shook foil; 
   It gathers to a greatness, like the ooze of oil 
Crushed. Why do men then now not reck his rod? 
Generations have trod, have trod, have trod; 
   And all is seared with trade; bleared, smeared with toil; 
   And wears man’s smudge and shares man’s smell: the soil 
Is bare now, nor can foot feel, being shod. 
 
And for all this, nature is never spent; 
   There lives the dearest freshness deep down things; 
And though the last lights off the black West went 
   Oh, morning, at the brown brink eastward, springs-- 
Because the Holy Ghost over the bent 
   World broods with warm breast and with ah! bright wings. 
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A CHRISTMAS PLEDGE  
I believe that Christmas is the joyful celebration of the birth of Christ. Therefore, I commit myself to 
celebrate it in a way that is faithful to its meaning. 
Jesus is a radically free person; he came to liberate others. Therefore: 
I will examine my motives for celebrating Christmas. 
I will not spend money to impress others. 
I will avoid doing anything to oblige others to spend on me. 
I will not engage in excess of eating, drinking, partying or anything that reduces the freedom of 
myself or of others.  
I will include alternatives to alcohol and cholesterol when I entertain. 
Jesus respects all life; he came that we might have life in all its fullness. Therefore: 
I will give gifts and do activities only if they enhance life – for myself and for others.  
I will avoid gifts made by complicated, energy-consuming processes that excessively pollute the 
environment. 
I will choose gifts that rely on the involvement, energy and ingenuity of the recipient.  
I will avoid buying items made by exploited workers whose land and labour are sacrificed.  
I will question the source of consumer goods before I buy. 
Jesus cares about all people; he came to involve himself with others. Therefore:  
I will celebrate Christmas by sharing of myself more than of my property. 
I will give gifts of service which involve my time, my work, my spoken and written words, my art, my 
song, my presence – and other things that are not objects – whenever possible. 
I will use some of my time to visit family, friends and those who have less, hurt more and have been 
forgotten. 
 From: NW NJPN Justice and Peace EBulletin December 2018 
 
If you would like to publicise an event, please send details to the Secretary, Clifton Diocese Justice 
and Peace Commission justiceandpeace@cliftondiocese.com.   
 
 
The events above are included as they may be of interest because of their relevance to peace and 
justice issues. Views expressed are not necessarily those of the Justice and Peace Commission. 
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