SEASON OF CREATION 2020
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.”
1 September – 4 October

Introduction to this resource
From September to October each year the Christian Community celebrates
the Season of Creation by praying and acting together to protect our
common home. It begins on 1st September, the World Day of Prayer for
Creation. As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a common
role as caretakers of God’s creation. We see that our well-being is
interwoven with its wellbeing.
The theme of this year’s Season of Creation is Jubilee for the Earth: New
Rhythms, New Hope. We are invited to consider the integral relationship
between rest for the Earth and ecological, economic, social and political
ways of living. The far-reaching effects of the global pandemic, COVID-19
has shown us of the need for just and sustainable systems.
This resource, along with many other available on-line, is to support our
desire to engage with this Season of Creation. It offers Scripture, Prayers, the
opportunity for individual and group reflection (albeit via Teams or Zoom)
and some actions which we may consider as part of our commitment to
working for the protection of our world.
Apart from week one which starts our journey on 1st September with the
World Day of Prayer for Creation the resource follows the Sundays of
September up until Sunday 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi.
It is suggested that you begin your time of prayer and reflection by creating
a prayerful space, by lighting a candle and having a moment of silence
before beginning.
At the end of the prayer time there are some points for action so that we
can take our prayer into the heart of our everyday lives.

WEEK TWO
6th September
Love Your Neighbour

The theme of this week’s prayer for the Season of Creation is taken from our Sunday
readings, which call us to love our neighbour, to be reconciled when there is conflict and
show by our words and actions our desire to build peaceful communities where everyone
can thrive. For every community to thrive, Pope Francis reminds us that we must work
together to ensure that our common home is protected, that there is ‘sustainable
development and integral development’ and the poorest are not excluded.
Invitation to Prayer - Psalm 95 © NRSV
O come, let us sing to the LORD;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are his also.
The sea is his, for he made it,
and the dry land, which his hands have formed.
O come, let us worship and bow down,
let us kneel before the LORD, our Maker!
For he is our God
and we are the people of his pasture,
and the sheep of his hand.

Greeting
God is creating new things!
Before they break forth from the bud
God has announced them.
Christ is walking towards all that defeats us,
walking towards life that will never die.
The Spirit of God, like fire, like wind,
lifts us, turns us and callus on
in an eternal passion for life
and so we have the courage to pray
+In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

The Deer’s Cry – © Music by Shaun Davy Sung by Rita Connolly from the Album
‘The Pilgrim’ Tara CD Dublin 1994 (click on the link below and turn on your speakers)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xeVEGOPjJXQ
I arise today, through the strength of heaven;
light of sun, radiance of moon,
splendour of fire, speed of lightning,
swiftness of the wind, depth of the sea,
stability of earth, firmness of rock.
I arise today, through God's strength to pilot me;
God's eye to look before me, God's wisdom to guide me,
God's way to lie before me, God's shield to protect me,
from all who shall wish me ill, afar and a-near
alone and in a multitude.
Against every cruel merciless power

that may oppose my body and soul,
Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ in me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me
Christ on my right, Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down, Christ when I sit down,
Christ when I arise, Christ to shield me
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me
I arise today

SCRIPTURE (NRSV)
Romans: 13: 8-10
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has
fulfilled the law. The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; You shall not
murder; You shall not steal; You shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are
summed up in this word, “Love your neighbour as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a
neighbour; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.
Pause for quiet reflection – Who is my neighbour?

Matthew 18:15-20
“If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.

But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every
word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member
refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even
to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. Truly I tell you,
whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about
anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For where two or
three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
Pause for quiet reflection When we are hurt or angry, we can use silence both as a shield and a weapon. Afraid to
say the wrong thing, afraid of causing more hurt, we can sit and fester. But silence is the
enemy of peace. Jesus reminds us of the need to seek reconciliation. Within our
communities, local and global there is fragmentation and conflict. Is there an area of my
life which needs healing and reconciliation so that I may have energy and the desire to
build lasting community where neighbours love one another?
From the Words of Pope Francis encyclical : Laudato Sii #13-14
The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring the
whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we
know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his
loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work
together in building our common home. Here I want to recognize, encourage and
thank all those striving in countless ways to guarantee the protection of the home
which we share. Particular appreciation is owed to those who tirelessly seek to resolve
the tragic effects of environmental degradation on the lives of the world’s poorest.
Young people demand change. They wonder how anyone can claim to be building a
better future without thinking of the environmental crisis and the sufferings of the
excluded.
Reflection Questions – spend some time as a group or as an individual reflecting on
the questions below or any of the words presented here.
•
•

•

Who is your neighbour?
How we care for our environment is a measure of the care we have for one
another. Who are the people who most need our care and attention in our
current times?
In what ways are the young people of your community enabled to voice their
concerns? How do people respond to their concerns?

Prayer
Compassionate and loving God
Transform us, that we may place the welfare of the earth
And your people before our own fleeting desires
Guide us as we seek to find new ways to build our communities.
Sustain us in our efforts to love one another.
Forgive us when we struggle and fail.
Let your love live and move within us
Let the strength of Jesus encourage us,
and may the gifts of your Spirit equip us to heal your broken world. Amen.
Actions – some ways that this week we can help our Common Home
Use the food we choose to eat to reduce our impact on the planet by following the
LOAF principles where possible: Locally produced (helping our local community and
neighbours), Organically grown (taking care of the earth), Animal friendly (avoiding
abuse), Fairly traded (creating social justice).
Make sure that the food we do buy is not wasted. Half of the food thrown away can
be eaten. For lots of tips on portion planning, shopping and recipes, go to:
https://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/

Laudato Si commends such small everyday actions that we can all take 'We must not
think that these efforts are not going to change the world. They benefit society, often
unbeknown to us, for they call forth a goodness which, albeit unseen, inevitably tends
to spread. Furthermore, such actions can restore our sense of self-esteem; they can
enable us to live more fully.' (LS # 212)

