
                                           
 
 

 

 
 

SEASON OF CREATION 2020 
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.” 

1 September – 4 October 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Introduction to this resource 
 
From September to October each year the Christian Community celebrates 
the Season of Creation by praying and acting together to protect our 
common home. It begins on 1st September, the World day of Prayer for 
Creation.  As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a 
common role as caretakers of God’s creation.  We see that our well-being 
is interwoven with its wellbeing.  
 
The theme of this year’s Season of Creation is Jubilee for the Earth: New 
Rhythms, New Hope . We are invited to consider the integral relationship 
between rest for the Earth and ecological, economic, social and political 
ways of living. The far-reaching effects of the global pandemic, COVID-19 
has shown us of the need for just and sustainable systems.  
 
This resource, along with many other available on-line, is to support our 
desire to engage with this Season of Creation. It offers Scripture, Prayers, 
the opportunity for individual and group reflection (albeit via Teams or 
Zoom) and some actions which we may consider as part of our 
commitment to working for the protection of our world.  
 
Apart from week one which starts our journey on September 1st with the 
World Day of Prayer for Creation the resource follows the Sundays of 
September up until Sunday 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
It is suggested that you begin your time of prayer and reflection by 
creating a prayerful space, by lighting a candle and having a moment of 
silence before beginning. 
  
At the end of the prayer time there are some points for action so that we 
can take our prayer into the heart of our everyday lives. 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEK FIVE 
September 27th  

Actions speak louder than words 
 
In the parable of the two sons, Jesus asks us to think whether our words and actions 
are in agreement. It is easy to talk, to pronounce and to make statements. It is more 
difficult to give time, effort and attention. Every Sunday at Mass we profess our faith, 
a faith which through our Baptism we are commissioned to live out in the daily 
activities of our lives. Jesus values a few small acts more than many fine words.  it is 
easy for us to talk about the needs of our common world, but it takes more effort to 
do something in response. As we continue to reflect on the needs of our world and 
specifically the way that we seek to protect our planet and those countries most 
affected by climate change, we are encouraged to take small steps and engage in small 
activities which slowly but surely will have an impact for the greater good.  
 
Invitation to Prayer   
 
Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hidden: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy name; 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Pause in a moment of silence 
 
A Penitential Act  
We confess our sin, and the sins of our society, 
in the misuse of God’s creation. 
God our Father, we are sorry 
for the times when we have used your gifts carelessly, 
and acted ungratefully. 
Hear our prayer, and in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We enjoy the fruits of the harvest, 
but sometimes forget that you have given them to us. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 



 
We belong to a people who are full and satisfied, 
but ignore the cry of the hungry. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We are thoughtless, 
and do not care enough for the world you have made. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us. 
 
We store up goods for ourselves alone, 
as if there were no God and no heaven. 
Father, in your mercy: 
Forgive us and help us 
 
 
Prayer  
 
God, the giver of life, 
whose Holy Spirit wells up within your Church: 
by the Spirit’s gifts equip us to live the gospel of Christ 
and make us eager to do your will, 
that we may share with the whole creation 
the joys of eternal life; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever 
 

 



 
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16 
 
“You are the salt for the earth. but if salt loses its taste, what can make it salty again? 
It is good for nothing and can only be trampled under people’s feet. 
 
“You are light for the world. A city built on a hill-top cannot be hidden. No one lights 
a lamp to put it under a tub; they put it on the lamp-stand where it shines for everyone 
in the house. In the same way your light must shine in people’s sight, so that, seeing 
your good works they may give praise to your Father in heaven.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laudato Si -Pope Francis #148, 205 
 
 An admirable creativity and generosity is shown by persons and groups who respond 
to environmental limitations by alleviating the adverse effects of their surroundings 
and learning to orient their lives amid disorder and uncertainty. For example, in some 
places, where the façades of buildings are derelict, people show great care for the 
interior of their homes or find contentment in the kindness and friendliness of others. 
A wholesome social life can light up a seemingly undesirable environment. At times a 
commendable human ecology is practised by the poor despite numerous hardships. 
The feeling of asphyxiation brought on by densely populated residential areas is 
countered if close and warm relationships develop, if communities are created, if the 
limitations of the environment are compensated for in the interior of each person who 
feels held within a network of solidarity and belonging. In this way, any place can turn 
from being a hell on earth into the setting for a dignified life 
 



… Human beings, while capable of the worst, are also capable of rising above 
themselves, choosing again what is good, and making a new start, despite their mental 
and social conditioning. We are able to take an honest look at ourselves, to 
acknowledge our deep dissatisfaction, and to embark on new paths to authentic 
freedom. No system can completely suppress our openness to what is good, true and 
beautiful, or our God-given ability to respond to his grace at work deep in our hearts. 
I appeal to everyone throughout the world not to forget this dignity which is ours. No 
one has the right to take it from us. 
 
Reflection Questions – spend some time as a group or as an individual reflecting on 
the questions below or any of the words presented here. 
 

• Where are the darkest areas of our world? How can we shed light on the needs of 
these places? 

• Why to you think people reject the notion that our world is in danger of extinction? 
How can we be salt for the world in ways which would change hearts and minds? 

• In what ways might you find yourself saying yes to doing to do something to 
support the global climate movement but then  failing to do so? 

 
Prayer   
 
Father of light, 
in whom is no change or shadow of turning, 
you give us every good and perfect gift 
and have brought us to birth by your word of truth: 
may we be a living sign of that kingdom 
where your whole creation will be made perfect 
in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
Amen 
 
Points for Action 

As well as taking small steps towards a way of life that better reflects our love of God 
and His creation, we are also called ‘to be light for the world’.  Let us take others with 
us on this journey, by our example and also, where appropriate, by humbly and 
respectfully explaining why we live as we do. This is not easy given the consumer 
society that surrounds us - we need prayer but also to educate ourselves about the 
issues involved and we need the support of others. Organisations such as 
CAFOD,  Global Catholic Climate Action  and Green Christian, offer encouragement 
and  resources. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fcafod.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csarah.adams%40cliftondiocese.com%7C49a2ba3d27b54371dfdc08d85fbac091%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637364602985199559&sdata=xE3DI9IZ%2BtjeHjnEjau7yxl%2BTdh3yx5xv%2FZYDOm%2BHr4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicclimatemovement.global%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csarah.adams%40cliftondiocese.com%7C49a2ba3d27b54371dfdc08d85fbac091%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637364602985199559&sdata=cj%2B98rckpOs8OiK%2Bt7SKOUQirLCOV5eFABKvj3X%2B7SI%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgreenchristian.org.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7Csarah.adams%40cliftondiocese.com%7C49a2ba3d27b54371dfdc08d85fbac091%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637364602985209552&sdata=nymU9L3zBWC29sd6dR4pui1JEG0UuDN2mqSCJp51eC4%3D&reserved=0


COVID-19 has shown us that we can change our behaviour. During this time people 
have demonstrated real care for neighbours and an enhanced appreciation of the 
natural world.  Let's build on these changes to protect each other, our common 
home and future generations. 

“The pandemic has highlighted how vulnerable and interconnected everyone is. If we 
do not take care of one another, starting with the least, with those who are most 
impacted, including creation, we cannot heal the world.” Pope Francis August 2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



                                                                     


