
                                           
 

 

 

 

 

SEASON OF CREATION 2020 
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.” 

1 September – 4 October 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Introduction to this resource 

 

From September to October each year the Christian Community celebrates 

the Season of Creation by praying and acting together to protect our 

common home. It begins on 1st September, the World day of Prayer for 

Creation.  As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a 

common role as caretakers of God’s creation.  We see that our well-being 

is interwoven with its wellbeing.  

 

The theme of this year’s Season of Creation is Jubilee for the Earth: New 

Rhythms, New Hope . We are invited to consider the integral relationship 

between rest for the Earth and ecological, economic, social and political 

ways of living. The far-reaching effects of the global pandemic, COVID-19 

has shown us of the need for just and sustainable systems.  

 

This resource, along with many other available on-line, is to support our 

desire to engage with this Season of Creation. It offers Scripture, Prayers, 

the opportunity for individual and group reflection (albeit via Teams or 

Zoom) and some actions which we may consider as part of our 

commitment to working for the protection of our world.  

 

Apart from week one which starts our journey on September 1st with the 

World Day of Prayer for Creation the resource follows the Sundays of 

September up until Sunday 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 

 

It is suggested that you begin your time of prayer and reflection by 

creating a prayerful space, by lighting a candle and having a moment of 

silence before beginning. 

  

At the end of the prayer time there are some points for action so that we 

can take our prayer into the heart of our everyday lives. 

 

 

 

 

 



WEEK FOUR 

September 20th 

To Give without Counting the Cost 

 

 
 
 

 

Our Sunday readings this week invite us to remember that God is near and, like the 

generous landowner, gives equally to all his workers. Let us not take for granted the gift 

of the countryside and the people surrounding us. We, too, are called to do what we can 

without counting the cost to ourselves but opening our hearts generously to the needs of 

our world. 

 

Pope Francis calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to “reaffirm our personal 

vocation to be stewards of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he 

has entrusted to our care, and to implore his help for the protection of creation, as well 

as his pardon for the sins committed against the world in which we live.” 

 

Invitation to Prayer  © David Adam – The Rhythm of Life SPCK 2008 

 

Creator of all,  

you give us life,  

you give us love,  

you give us yourself. 

Help us to give,  

our lives, 

our love,  

ourselves, to you. 



 

Pause in a moment of silence 

 

 

Whatever befalls the earth befalls the children of the earth 

Every part of the earth is sacred 

the air is precious, for all of us share the same breath 

Every part of the earth is sacred. 

This we know, the earth does not belong to us; we belong to the earth 

Every part of the earth is sacred. 

This we know, all things are connected, like the blood that unites one family. 

Every part of the earth is sacred. 

Our God is the same God, whose compassion is equal for all; 

Every part of the earth is sacred. 

We do not weave the web of life; we are merely a strand in it. 

Every part of the earth is sacred. 

Whatever we do to the web we do to ourselves. 

Every part of the earth is sacred. 

For all belongs to our Creator 

 

 
 

Prayer  

Lord, our God, you renew the face of the earth 

and bring newness to our world: 

restore the waters, 

Refresh the air,  

Revive the land,  

breathe new life into all your creation 

and begin with us.  

 



Scripture: Matthew 13:1-3, 31-33 

 

That same day, Jesus left the house and sat by the lakeside, but such large crowds gathered 

round him that he got into a boat and sat there. The people all stood on the shore, and he 

told them many things in parables. He put another parable before them, ‘The kingdom of 

Heaven is like a mustard seed which a man took and sowed in his field. It is the smallest of all 

the seeds, but when it has grown it is the biggest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that the 

birds of the air can come and shelter in its branches.’ 

 

 

Laudato Si -Pope Francis #33 
 

A very solid scientific consensus indicates that we are presently witnessing a disturbing 

warming of the climatic system. In recent decades this warming has been accompanied 

by a constant rise in the sea level and, it would appear, by an increase of extreme 

weather events, even if a scientifically determinable cause cannot be assigned to each 

particular phenomenon. 

 

Humanity is called to recognize the need for changes of lifestyle, production and 

consumption, in order to combat this warming or at least the human causes which 

produce or aggravate it. It is true that there are other factors (such as volcanic activity, 

variations in the earth’s orbit and axis, the solar cycle), yet a number of scientific studies 

indicate that most global warming in recent decades is due to the great concentration 

of greenhouse gases (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrogen oxides and others) released 

mainly as a result of human activity. #23 
 

 

It is not enough, however, to think of different species merely as potential “resources” 

to be exploited, while overlooking the fact that they have value in themselves. Each 

year sees the disappearance of thousands of plant and animal species which we will 

never know, which our children will never see, because they have been lost for ever. 

The great majority become extinct for reasons related to human activity. Because of 

us, thousands of species will no longer give glory to God by their very existence, nor 

convey their message to us. We have no such right. #33 

 

 

Reflection Questions – spend some time as a group or as an individual reflecting on 

the questions below or any of the words presented here. 

 

• What is the most beautiful thing that you have seen in the last few weeks? What 

makes it beautiful in your eyes?  

• Where do you see exploitation in your locality, in the wider world?  How does 

this make you feel? 

• If you watched the David Attenborough programme on BBC 1 last Sunday what 

did you learn and what hope was there for you in what he had to say? 



Prayer   

 

A mustard seed; small enough to hold in the palm of your hand. Yet, Jesus tells us that 

this precious little seed is like the kingdom of Heaven. We ask the Lord our God to 

open our eyes to the wonders of creation, and we offer our hearts in hope that all 

things may flourish. 

 

We pray for the Church, that she may bring healing to the earth and to people living 

in poverty. Sanctified by the love of God, may She guide us all on the path of wisdom. 

We pray… God newness make of us a new creation.  

 

We pray for world leaders, that the Lord may move them to act with respect and 

urgency for the sake of the earth and the most vulnerable. We pray… God of newness… 

 

We pray for all our sisters and brothers who are affected by the changing climate. May 

the Holy Spirit inspire communities to hold onto hope for the goodness of creation. 

We pray… God of newness… 

 

We pray for our local community, that we may sow gestures of love and friendship for 

each other and the world around us, ever grateful for the gift God has entrusted to us. 

We pray…God of newness… 

 

We ask these prayers through our Lord Jesus Christ, Redeemer of all creation. Amen. 

 
Points for Action 

 

We are reminded of God’s boundless generosity; everything is gift to be shared and 

used wisely.   

 

Let us think carefully, do our attitudes to ‘stuff’ reflect the call to use resources 

generously.?  Do we really need to buy that new thing? Do we value what we have, 

repairing and repurposing where possible? It is almost always better to use something 

that we already have than to buy something new, even if that item is a ‘green’ product. 

Doing more with less is not the same as doing without!  

 

For the things that we need to buy, can we do our best to ensure that those involved 

in manufacture are fairly-paid, that it is of good quality and made with sustainably 

produced materials?  Can we share larger items with others in our community? 

 

Let's reflect our love and respect for our neighbour and for our common home in the 

way we use God's gifts. 



                                                                     


