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Introduction

• From 1st September to 4th October, Christians have for some years been celebrating a Season of Creation – a time, 
that is, to celebrate everything within God’s creation, and to reflect on the ways in which our lives may be 
damaging it. 

• The theme for this year’s Season of Creation is Jubilee for the Earth: New rhythms, new hope. As 2020 marks the 
fifth anniversary of Pope Francis’ encyclical, Laudato Si’ – On Care for Our Common Home – we are taking some 
words from it as inspiration for our walk. 

• Each of our seven Stations of Creation marks one of the seven days of creation. Following a verse from the Book of 
Genesis and a short passage from Laudato Si’, there will be a moment of silence for reflection and prayer, and then 
we move on. 

• Remember this walk is a celebration of creation - so look out for signs of all sorts of created life: flowers, trees, 
animals, insects, and people!

• Martin Davis



Welcome
by Canon Alan Finley



1st Station
Grassy corner of Village Rd. and Dill Ave.  

• Village Road, once Arle Street, was one of only two roads in the former tithing of Arle. Dill Avenue by contrast is not an old 

road, but as it is the only road of this name in GB, it is at least unique in one respect. And Dill (the herb) has of course long 

been used for flavouring and for medicinal purposes. 

• On this corner was a pond, where Farmer Wood’s horse named Lively once got bogged down, and had to be pulled out by 

the fire brigade.



• In the beginning God created heaven and earth. God said, 'Let there be 

light', and there was light. God saw that light was good. [Genesis 1]

• The creation accounts in the book of Genesis… suggest that human life is 

grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: with 

God, with our neighbour and with the earth itself. According to the Bible, 

these three vital relationships have been broken, both outwardly and within 

us. This rupture is sin… sin is manifest in all its destructive power in wars, 

the various forms of violence and abuse, the abandonment of the most 

vulnerable, and attacks on nature. [Laudato Si’ #66] 



• As we stand here by Hesters Way Primary School, we ask you Father to 

bless and keep safe all those who live in this area of Cheltenham, and 

especially the children at school here and their teachers. 

• We thank you for the light by which we see our way in your world, and 

the capability you give us to harness it for good. And we remember 

those victims of our abuse of that capability – the thousands blinded by 

the atom bomb dropped on Hiroshima 75 years ago, and those in Beirut, 

blinded also by the recent ammonium nitrate explosion.

• Grant us awareness of how we abuse your gifts and the courage to 

amend our ways. Help us to move beyond the letter of the law, so that 

we might see where the breaking of Your Commandments hurts others. 

Fill us with both the wisdom of the Holy Spirit to seek Your loving 

forgiveness, and the strength to speak out. Amen 



“Walking along the Dill Avenue 
hedgerow, my companion and I 
discussed whether Spring or Autumn 
were our favourite seasons. Spring, she 
said, because of the colours. Autumn, I 
argued, because of the buds hiding 
behind each dying leaf. 

But as Mgr. Dermot Lane points out in 
his latest book, subtitled The Wisdom of 
Laudato Si’, we’re in danger of taking 
the process of ongoing rejuvenation 
(what he calls a renewing spirit) for 
granted. When renewal is interfered 
with, or interrupted, as is happening 
with climate change and the loss of bio-
diversity, we begin to see the gifting 
character of renewal in a new light.”

– a participant



2nd Station
By the first pond on the right in 

Springfields Park 

• Springfields Park is one of Cheltenham’s best-kept secrets. Over nearly 70 years, it has grown from being just a couple of 

football pitches to a varied site of more than 30 acres – both a community resource and a wildlife reserve, thanks to the 

imagination of people on the Borough Council and such organisations as the Hesters Way Partnership and Vision 21.





• God called the dry land 'earth' and the mass of waters 'seas', and God 

saw that it was good. [Genesis 1]

• Care for nature is part of a lifestyle which includes the capacity for living 

together and communion. Jesus reminded us that we have God as our 

common Father and that this makes us brothers and sisters. [Laudato

Si’ #228] 



• Lord, you created our Planet Earth. Let us remember as we stop by this pond, this humble stretch of water and all the life it

supports in this environment, that our human bodies are 60% water, and that our brain and heart are 73% water. You created 

us from Earth’s resources. If we lose respect for Sister Water, do we not lose respect for our own bodies? 

• Let us remember the water that flowed from the pierced side of Christ on the cross. Let us remember the significance of water

in all major religions. 

• Why is it, Lord God, that we have chosen by our lifestyle to negate our provenance? To deny that we are one with each other 

and with the whole of creation?

• Forgive us our abuse of Sister Water in all its aspects. Forgive us the waste as we turn on our taps and hosepipes without 

mindfulness, without solidarity for those who have very little water. Forgive us for our pollution of waterways, lakes and 

oceans as we use them as convenient places to dump our mess. Forgive us our noise pollution on and in water, without a care 

for your creatures which live there.

• We want to change Lord, and to regain respect and love for our environment.  Help us, we humbly ask, to be able to say 

truthfully with the psalmist: ‘I thank you for the wonder of my being, for the wonder of all your creation.’ [Psalm 138]



3rd Station
By bench in front of 2nd pond, 

along the far path of the park 

• We walked from the last 

Station, passing the 

Springbank Community 

Resource Centre and the 

Springbank Surgery. As 

Cheltenham expands further 

to the West beyond 

Springbank, this parkland 

will become increasingly 

valuable to those living 

around here, who can’t get 

to the countryside.



• God said, ‘Let the earth produce vegetation: seed-bearing plants, and 

fruit trees.’ God saw that it was good. [Genesis 1]

• The biblical texts… tell us to “till and keep” the garden of the world. 

“Tilling” refers to cultivating, ploughing or working, while “keeping” 

means caring, protecting, overseeing and preserving. This implies a 

relationship of mutual responsibility between human beings and 

nature. [Laudato Si’ #67] 



• Dear God of creation, in thanking you for the world you have 

created and given us to care for, we ask pardon for the times 

when we abuse your planet; for the times when we destroy 

rather than protect, and for failing to observe the beauty of 

your world. We think of the desecration of the Amazon 

rainforests, our overuse of chemical fertilisers and pesticides, 

and the amount of food that we spoil and waste.

• And we give thanks particularly for your gifts of sight, that 

we may see nature in all its variety; of smell, that we may 

experience the scent of flowers and of newly mown grass, and 

of taste, that we may enjoy blackberries.

• May our walk, prayer, silence and thoughts ever give you 

thanks and praise.

• We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen



• Fritz Schumacher, author of the book “Small is beautiful” once 
described a tree as a three-dimensional solar collector. It makes an 
interesting contrast with the 15m wind turbine (is it the only one in 
Cheltenham?) that supplies power (when it’s working) to the 
Springbank Community Resource Centre.

4th Station
At the entrance to the glade 

with the big tree



• God made the two great lights: the greater light to govern the day, the smaller light 

to govern the night, and the stars. God saw that it was good. [Genesis 1]

• Praised be you, my Lord, with all your creatures,

especially Sir Brother Sun,

who is the day and through whom you give us light.

And he is beautiful and radiant with great splendour;

and bears a likeness of you, Most High.

Praised be you, my Lord, through Sister Moon and the stars,

in heaven you formed them clear and precious and beautiful. [Laudato Si’ #87] 





• We need to remind ourselves constantly that we live in the midst of a climate emergency, which threatens all of 
creation, including our cherished trees.

• This Station’s reading from Laudato Si’ is part of St Francis of Assisi’s Canticle of the Sun, emphasising how 
connected we are to the renewable energy of both the sun and the moon. We know how dark it is on a moonless night, 
and how the Earth cools rapidly when there’s a solar eclipse. We know also how one of the hopeful advances of recent 
years has been the development of solar power and to a lesser extent the harnessing of tidal power, making use of the 
phases of Sister Moon. And as we look across at the turbine, we recall a further line from St Francis’ canticle, “Praised 
be You, my Lord, through Brother Wind”.

• But as well as our climate emergency, our thoughts are never far from the pandemic, and the effect it is having on so 
many lives. So we end this reflection with some of the final words of St Francis’ canticle: 

• “Praised be You, my Lord,
through our Sister Bodily Death,
from whom no-one living can escape…

• Praise and bless my Lord,
and give Him thanks
and serve Him with great humility.”



5th Station
At the exit to the Park, by a copse of young trees on the right

• We are now about to leave the Park, so let us have a 

last look round at the signs it contains of the natural 

world, for instance this fairly recently-planted copse, 

now no doubt home to all sorts of new small Hesters

Way residents.



• God said, 'Let the waters be alive with a swarm of living creatures, and 
let birds wing their way above the earth across the vault of heaven.' 
And so it was. God saw that it was good. God blessed them, saying, 'Be 
fruitful, multiply, and fill the waters of the seas; and let the birds 
multiply on land.’ [Genesis 1]

• Each creature reflects something of God and has a message to convey 
to us. [Laudato Si’ #221] 

• We must regain the conviction that we need one another, that we have 
a shared responsibility for others and the world. [#229] 



• Compassionate God, we too often ignore the cries and suffering of your creatures. 

With great sorrow, we acknowledge that one in five species are threatened or 

endangered with extinction. We lament what we have done, or what we have failed 

to do, for species that are struggling to survive. We pray that those who poach and 

pollute may be held responsible. 

• Help us to live in a way that does not endanger life, but cherishes and nourishes the 

life in and around us. Help us also to remember that we, too, are your creation: 

vulnerable and interdependent. Amen



6th Station
Listening Post Close

• Coming out of the Park, we crossed Welch Rd., named after the former owners of Arle House, pulled down to make way for the road 

80 years ago. This road where we now stand used to be Hesters Way Lane, meaning the way leading to the ash tree. Lipson Rd. 

(which we passed) was named after a former MP for Cheltenham… but the origin of Listening Post Close is elusive.



• God said, 'Let the earth produce every kind of living 

creature in its own species: cattle, creeping things and 

wild animals of all kinds.' And so it was. God saw that it 

was good. God created man in the image of himself, in 

the image of God he created him, male and female he 

created them. God saw all he had made, and indeed it 

was very good. [Genesis 1] 

• The laws found in the Bible dwell on relationships, not 

only among individuals but also with other living 

beings. … “If you chance to come upon a bird’s nest in 

any tree or on the ground, with young ones or eggs and 

the mother sitting upon the young or upon the eggs; you 

shall not take the mother with the young” (Dt 22:6) 

[Laudato Si’ #68] 



• How can we properly hear the cry of the poor and understand how it is 

intrinsically linked to the cry of the earth?

• Who do we listen to? 

• How do we listen?

• In a world cluttered with talk and opinion let us take a moment in silence to 

listen as we pray, ‘Lord in the silence let my ears be open and attentive to 

your voice.’



• So here we are at the final Station, back in Tanners Lane, which used to be Tan House Lane (indicating a leather works).

7th Station
On the lawn in front of St Thomas More’s 

Church House, Tanners Lane 



• God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on that day he rested after all his work of creating. [Genesis 1]

• God… commanded Israel to set aside each seventh day as a day of rest, a Sabbath. Similarly, every seven years, a sabbatical year was set 

aside for Israel, a complete rest for the land, when sowing was forbidden and one reaped only what was necessary to live on and to feed 

one’s household. Finally, after seven weeks of years, which is to say forty-nine years, the Jubilee was celebrated as a year of general 

forgiveness and “liberty throughout the land for all its inhabitants”. This law came about as an attempt to ensure balance and fairness in 

their relationships with others and with the land on which they lived and worked. At the same time, it was an acknowledgment that the 

gift of the earth with its fruits belongs to everyone. [Laudato Si’ #71] 



• The biblical concept of jubilee points us towards restoring balance in the 

very systems of life: the need for equality, justice and sustainability, and for 

a prophetic voice in defence of our common home. This year, amid the crises 

that have shaken our world, we’re especially awakened to the urgent need to 

heal our relationships with creation and each other. 

• Help us, Lord, to make this a time of restoration and hope, a jubilee for our 

Earth, that requires radically new ways of living with creation. Amen





• May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen

-x-x-x-x-x-x-



• Thanks for moral and prayer support, embroidery, photography, risk assessment, first aid attendance, hospitality etc. etc. to 
John and Jane Andrews, Caroline Davis, Canon Alan Finley, Clare Hill, Sue and Andre Holbrook, Maryse l’Hoste, Deacon 
Robin Littlewood, Dave Mulcahy, Anne-Sophie Prian-Reilly, Mike Raftree, Lindsay Read, Father Peter Slocombe and John 
Willson

• The 6th Station readings are illustrated with tile designs by William De Morgan, pencil and watercolour on paper, © Victoria 
and Albert Museum

• Further details of the Stations of Creation walk organisers, Green Christian, are available from www.greenchristian.org.uk or 
from cheltenham@greenchristian.org.uk. 

• If you would like to respond to Pope Francis’ call to hear the cry of the Earth and the cry of the Poor, go to 
www.catholicclimatemovement.global.

-x-x-x-x-x-x-

Some feedback  from people taking part

• “The Stations of Creation walk last Friday was a fabulous way of ending a busy work week and a fantastic opportunity to come together as a community… It 

is so easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of our daily lives and take our surroundings for granted that setting time aside to reflect on our impact on 

nature and pray to improve our care for our planet in a more thoughtful and spiritual way is not only great but also essential… I think we should do more to 

look after the home God has so generously provided us with. I would love to take part in more initiatives of that kind.”

• “An event with nature burgeoning in an area we would not normally notice her” 

• “We found the whole thing most meaningful and inspirational.”


