
                                           
 
 

 

 
 

SEASON OF CREATION 2020 
“Jubilee for the Earth: New Rhythms, New Hope.” 

1 September – 4 October 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
Introduction to this resource 
 
From September to October each year the Christian Community celebrates 
the Season of Creation by praying and acting together to protect our 
common home. It begins on 1 September, the World day of Prayer for 
Creation.  As followers of Christ from around the globe, we share a common 
role as caretakers of God’s creation. We see that our well-being is 
interwoven with its wellbeing.  
 
The theme of this year’s Season of Creation is Jubilee for the Earth: New 
Rhythms, New Hope . We are invited to consider the integral relationship 
between rest for the Earth and ecological, economic, social and political 
ways of living. The far-reaching effects of the global pandemic, COVID-19 
has shown us of the need for just and sustainable systems.  
 
This resource, along with many other available on-line, is to support our 
desire to engage with this Season of Creation. It offers Scripture, Prayers, the 
opportunity for individual and group reflection (albeit via Teams or Zoom) 
and some actions which we may consider as part of our commitment to 
working for the protection of our world.  
 
Apart from week one which starts our journey on 1 September with the 
World Day of Prayer for Creation the resource follows the Sundays of 
September up until Sunday 4 October, the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi. 
 
It is suggested that you begin your time of prayer and reflection by creating 
a prayerful space, by lighting a candle and having a moment of silence 
before beginning. 
  
At the end of the prayer time there are some points for action so that we 
can take our prayer into the heart of our everyday lives. 
 
 
 
 
 



WEEK SIX 
4 October  

Feast of St. Francis 
 

 
 
This week we close the Season of Creation with the Feast of St. Francis on 4 October 
St. Francis is the patron saint of animals and the environment and worship inspired by 
this Feast typically include pet blessings, prayers for environmental protection and 
conservation, and a call to a lifestyle based in simplicity and service to others.  
 
Invitation to Prayer   
 
God of the Cosmos, 
attune our ears to hear you today 
in the great symphony of creation. 
 
God of community 
open our eyes to see you today 
in the drama of nature’s interconnectedness. 
 
God of our hearts, 
touch our lives so that we sense you today 
in both the beauty and the agony of the world. 
 
Pause in a moment of silence 



Prayer  
 
O God, by whose gift Saint Francis 
was conformed to Christ in poverty and humility, 
grant that, by walking in Francis’s footsteps 
we may follow your Son, 
and, through joyful charity, 
come to be united with you. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, for ever and ever.  
 
Canticle of Creation – Saint Francis of Assisi 
 

O Most High, all-powerful, good Lord God, 
to you belong praise, glory, 

honour and all blessing. 
Be praised, my Lord, for all your creation 

and especially for our Brother Sun, 
who brings us the day and the light; 

he is strong and shines magnificently. 
O Lord, we think of you when we look at him. 

Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Moon, 
and for the stars 

which you have set shining and lovely 
in the heavens. 

Be praised, my Lord, 
for our Brothers Wind and Air 

and every kind of weather 
by which you, Lord, 

uphold life in all your creatures. 
Be praised, my Lord, for Sister Water, 

who is very useful to us, 
and humble and precious and pure. 
Be praised, my Lord, for Brother Fire, 

through whom you give us light in the darkness: 
he is bright and lively and strong. 

Be praised, my Lord, 
for Sister Earth, our Mother, 

who nourishes us and sustains us, 
bringing forth 

fruits and vegetables of many kinds 
and flowers of many colours. 



Be praised, my Lord, 
for those who forgive for love of you; 

and for those 
who bear sickness and weakness 

in peace and patience 
- you will grant them a crown. 

Be praised, my Lord, for our Sister Death, 
whom we must all face. 

I praise and bless you, Lord, 
and I give thanks to you, 

and I will serve you in all humility. 

 
Music Video – All Creatures of our God and King with the Choir of Clifton Cathedral – 
Directed by Richard Jeffrey-Grey (watch the video at this point) 
 
 
Scripture: Matthew 11:25-30 

At that time Jesus said, “I thank  you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you 
have hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to 
infants;  yes, Father, for such was your 
gracious will.  All things have been 
handed over to me by my Father; and no 
one knows the Son except the Father, 
and no one knows the Father except the 
Son and anyone to whom the Son 
chooses to reveal him. 

 “Come to me, all you that are weary and 
are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.  Take my yoke upon you and 
learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 

 
A reflection for the Feast of St. Francis ©Chausa.org 
 
In a year where we have been clearly reminded of our interconnectedness and our 
responsibilities to one another, we cannot forget our interconnectedness and 
responsibility to creation – God's good gift to us. Our care for the Earth is expressed 
largely in small things, commitments to change that may go unnoticed. And yet, 



Pope Francis reminds us, "There is a nobility in the duty to care for creation through 
little daily actions." 
 
Just as we each make our small offering to wear masks and maintain distance to care 
for others in this pandemic, we show our care for creation as we limit single use 
plastics, reduce water consumption, recycle diligently, plant trees, and walk gracefully 
on the land on which we live. The land which does not let us down. 
 
When we pay attention, 
the Earth will teach us to understand harmony and balance, give and take. 
When we pay attention, 
we will be inspired again by the audacious hope of all green things. 
When we pay attention, 
we will understand God's steadiness, constancy in change and the mysteries of 
becoming. 
When we pay attention, 
we will marvel at God's unseen order – the interconnection of all living things. 
When we pay attention, 
we will know others to be our brothers and sisters, children of one common home. 
Let us pay attention to the earth and pray. 
 
 
Reflection Questions – spend some time as a group or as an individual reflecting on 
the questions below or any of the words presented here. 
 

• Inspired by the 13th century saint, Francis of Assisi, Jorge Bergolio took his name  
when he became Pope. What was it that inspired him about Francis? What 
relevance does this have for us today? 

• In what ways does Pope Francis reflect his namesake? Who is your favourite 
saint – are you inspired to live as he or she did? 

• St. Francis lived in a time when the Church and the world was in turmoil. What 
can we learn from his life that would help us as we face an ever-growing crisis 
because of climate change? 

 
Prayer   
 
God of all Creation, through your goodness you have given us the Earth as our 
home. We are grateful for all the wonders of the world which so clearly proclaim your 
glory. Teach us how to pay attention that we might learn from the natural world. 
Teach us how to care for each other as we care for creation. We ask these things 
through the intercession of Francis of Assisi and in the name of your Son, Jesus. 
Amen. 
 



 
 
Points for Action 
 

As we come to the end of the Season of Creation, let us not stop but continue and 
develop the steps taken during this time as part of our deepening love for God, our 
neighbour and our common home.   

Although opportunities to get together are limited at the moment, let us try to build 
on these actions in our local communities. Your parish may already be a ‘livesimply’ 
parish or have a justice and peace group - there is always more to do. 

For further ideas and suggestions for parish groups, resources are available. For 
example, on the livesimply website, there is an opportunity for Catholic communities 
- parishes, schools, religious orders and chaplaincies - to respond to Pope Francis’ 
invitation in Laudato Si' to “work with generosity and tenderness in protecting this 
world which God has entrusted to us”. A guide to bring Laudato Si’ to life can be 
found on the Global Catholic Climate Movement’s Ecoparish website. There is also 
the journey to 2030, a campaign responding to Laudato Si’ encouraging the 
church to lead the way in tackling climate change and the ecological crisis, with 
the main aim to help church communities to be active in caring for our common 
home, using their varied resources and skills to make a difference. If there are no 
groups in your parish you might like to pick a few simple ideas as a start and discuss 
them with your parish priest.  

 
 
 
 
 

                    
                                         
 
 
 
 
 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcafod.org.uk%2FCampaign%2FLivesimply-award&data=02%7C01%7CRichard.Williams%40cliftondiocese.com%7C2b7da6d2473949f145f808d8613318db%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637366219380879443&sdata=u8nuONS%2F2WzR7MOek2IUT3Pxbf7M6SDqzh4463dKbOU%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcatholicclimatemovement.global%2FECO-PARISH%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRichard.Williams%40cliftondiocese.com%7C2b7da6d2473949f145f808d8613318db%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637366219380889432&sdata=Hn4Ktn3Paj2vL%2FjfNwIsc%2BqIGQ7yhUjcD7EdrXmwxc0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjourneyto2030.org%2Fabout%2F&data=02%7C01%7CRichard.Williams%40cliftondiocese.com%7C2b7da6d2473949f145f808d8613318db%7Cf10b8f13604e4fa29e1204a7fad22e94%7C0%7C0%7C637366219380889432&sdata=qi5pt8Uyim2cY6beV60vqIyCbiAQN%2FPTRy3j3zfLHWs%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 
 

 
‘GOD SAW ALL THAT HE HAD MADE 
AND INDEED IT WAS VERY GOOD.’ 

 
GENESIS 1:31 

 
 
 
 



 


