
  A FUTURE  full of

hope

Bishop Declan is looking 
for people to join our 
diocesan youth council, 
to support the work of 
those involved in 
Youth Ministry across 
the diocese and to 
encourage and enable 
others to feel more 
confident about 
engaging in the work.

The council will be 
made up of dynamic, 
enthusiastic and flexible 
volunteers who care 
about young people 
and want to make a 
difference to Youth 
Ministry in the Diocese.

Are you interested? 
Write to us telling us 
why by 25 October. 

Youth Council 
selection afternoon: 
Sunday 7 November. 
Commissioning by 
Bishop Declan: 
5 December.

To apply, or for more 
information please email:
youth@
cliftondiocese.com

department for adult education and evangelisation

catechists’symposium

Diocesan Youth Council

 cliftondiocese.com

CALLED TO LOVE, 
SENT TO SERVE

BISHOP DECLAN INVITES 

- an amazing opportunity to 
engage with and support the 
work of Youth Ministry in the 
Diocese of Clifton

IS THIS FOR YOU?



Christ’s Church can always yield to the temptation to lose enthusiasm because she no longer hears the 
Lord calling her to take the risk of faith, to give her all without counting the dangers; she can be tempted 
to revert to seeking a false, worldly form of security. Young people can help keep her young. They can 
stop her from becoming corrupt; they can keep her moving forward, prevent her from being proud and 
sectarian, help her to be poorer and to bear better witness, to take the side of the poor and the outcast, 
to fight for justice and humbly to let herself be challenged. Young people can offer the Church the beauty 
of youth by renewing her ability to “rejoice with new beginnings, to give unreservedly of herself, to be 
renewed and to set out for ever greater accomplishments”.        Pope Francis, Christus Vivit 37

Diocesan Youth Council

A group of volunteers commissioned by the Bishop to engage young people – particularly 
those who are post-Confirmation -  in the life of the Church.

All members of the department will have a responsibility to work with the Diocesan Youth 
Council.  

Aims of the Proposed Council

1.  To oversee youth ministry support across the diocese working with local networks and   
 specifically with the Officer for Caritas and the Environment.

2.  To offer support to deaneries to develop Youth Ministry Networks where there are none.

3.  To organise and facilitate:
• Flame
• Faith in Action
• World Youth Day
• National Youth Sunday/Diocesan Event
• Young Leaders Programmes
• Youth SVP/Caritas

4.   To support School Chaplaincies to work with parishes.



I dream of a missionary impulse capable of transforming everything, so that the Church’s ways of 
doing things can be suitably channeled for the evangelization of today’s world rather than for her self-
preservation. The renewal of structures can only be understood in this light: to inspire a constant desire 
to go forth and elicit a positive response from all those whom Jesus summons to friendship.
Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 27

Members of the Council

The Council will be made up of dynamic, enthusiastic and flexible volunteers who care about 
young people and want to make a difference to Youth Ministry in the Diocese of Clifton.

Members of the Council would be invited and appointed by the Bishop of the Diocese having 
been recommended by their parish priest. 

• An appreciation of what young people have to offer and a desire to facilitate this.
• Skills in listening and responding to the needs of young people.
• Ability to build and maintain relationships. 
• Ability to empathise and possess a sensitivity when working with key contacts.
• Ability to work as part of a team as well as take own initiative.
• A confidence in delivery including the use of appropriate technology including social media.
• Ability to work with families, young people and with priests, deacons, and parishioners.
• Willingness to travel across the diocese (expenses for such travel will be paid).

This group of people will include: (others may be co-opted as needed at different times)

1. A member of the Department for Adult Education.
2. A member of the clergy who would act as a chaplain to the group and the link with   
 the rest of the clergy.
3. Two school chaplains/teachers.
4. Current employed youth worker/s.
5. Two/four university students  (Bath/Bristol).
6. Five parishioners (age 21-35).
7. Three members of different ethnic groups.

Time Commitment

Members would be asked to commit to a minimum of 8 x 2hr meetings a year in addition to 
providing time in between meetings to develop projects. Meetings could be held virtually or 
at a suitable location.



DIOCESAN PRAYER

God our Father,
open the horizons of our minds and hearts

so that we can see what hope your call holds for us.

Pour out the overflowing gifts of your Spirit 
so that we, your Church,

may become a people of hope for our world.

We ask you this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

God for ever and ever.

Our Lady, Woman of Hope, 
pray for us.

St Peter, Rock of Hope, 
pray for us.

St Paul, Apostle of Hope, 
pray for us.


