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The Wisdom Group

²Ŝ ƎŜǘ ǘƻ άƘƻǿέ ǘƻƻ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ
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THE DEFINATIVE AIM OF CATECHESIS 

IS TO PUT PEOPLE NOT ONLY IN 

TOUCH, BUT ALSO IN COMMUNION 

AND INTIMACY, WITH JESUS CHRIST° 
LG64 GDC 80



άA Big Heart Open to GodΣέ 

America magazine Sept. 19, 2013.

http://americamagazine.org/pope-interview


Luke 8:43 

John  8: 1-11

Luke 18: 35-43 

Luke 7: 1-10

John 11: 1-45

Mark  8:22 

John 4: 4-26John 9: 1-7

Mark 1: 40-45
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We have a damaged idea of holiness
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ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŦǊŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅ 
tempted to think that 
holiness is for those who 
can withdraw from ordinary 
affairs to spend much time 
in prayer. That is not the 
ŎŀǎŜέ GE14
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Not everything a saint says is completely 

faithful to the Gospel; not everything he or she 

does is authentic or perfect. What we need to 

contemplate is the totality of their life, their 

entire journey of growth in holiness, the 

reflection of Jesus Christ that emerges when we 

grasp their overall meaning as a person.
The Call to Holiness                                                                                       
Gaudateet Exultate 22



The Wisdom Group

Time is greater than space
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We cannot control every situation that a child may experience. 
IŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ǘǊǳŜ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƛƳŜ ƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǎǇŀŎŜέΦІнфм Lƴ 
other words, it is more important to start processes than to 
dominate spaces. If parents are obsessed with always knowing 
where their children are and controlling all their movements, 
they will seek only to dominate space. But this is no way to 
educate, strengthen and prepare their children to face 
challenges. What is most important is the ability lovingly to 
help them grow in freedom, maturity, overall discipline and 
real autonomy. #216 

Time is greater than space



To enter through that door is to set 
out on a journey that lasts a lifetime. 
It begins with baptism (cf. Rom6:4), 
through which we can address God as 
Father, and it ends with the passage 
through death to eternal life, fruit of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
whose will it was, by the gift of the 
Holy Spirit, to draw those who believe 
in him into his own glory (cf. Jn17:22).

Porta FideiBenedict XVI 2011



άLΩƳ ŀ ŎŀǘŜŎƘƛǎǘ ƻƴ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 
ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎǎΧ ŦǊƻƳ т-фǇƳέ
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Within the family,               

Christian education isȟ
Åmore witnessed than taught

Åmore occasional than systematic

Åmore ongoing and daily than 

structured into sessions
-General Directory for catechesis, para 255 
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Got caught up in                                        
knowledge over encounter
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ñWhen someone has an 

answer for everything it is 

a sure sign they are on the 

wrong path.ò @Pontifex

.ŜǿŀǊŜΧ gnosticism
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Some popular misconceptions

Present yourself at a door of the Church 

Look inside to see if what is in there is 
agreeable to you 

Some one who is inside will explain what it means

You give your assent, remain static, or walk away 

Walking in is understood as conversion 
(giving assent) 

Once inside you are converted

To walk out after coming in, is to be lapsed

To be inside is to see outsiders as in error                                                                          
(the difference with outsiders is 
considered greater than the similarity)



¯To teach means not only to impart 

what we know, but also to reveal 

who we are by living what we 

believe. It is this latter lesson which 

tends to last the longest.° 
Address to Catholic Educators, Pope John Paul II, September 12, 1984.



WHAT ARE WE 
WORRIED 

ABOUT?



We donȗt see much of 

them after the 

programme. Itȗs always 

a bit disappointing.

Iȗm a bit anxious 

about meeting with 

the parents. Iȗm 

happier working 

with the children

Sometimes I get frustrated. I 

ask for help and they look at 

me like theyȗre doing me a 

favour by just being there.

I think the parents are 
ǎŎŀǊŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǘƘƛƴƪ LΩƳ 
going to judge them.

I think the parents donôt 

know much more than 

the children

It seems to be about the party 
ŀŦǘŜǊǿŀǊŘǎΦ LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƘƛƴƎ 
they want to arrange.

The parents are always 
in so much of a hurry

L Ƨǳǎǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ L 
know enough to 

answer their 
questions 



WHO SHOULD WE BE?




