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In this issue: Called to be a People of Hope
Diocesan Prayer Offerings The Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation seeks

Pentecost

The Art of Welcome
Communion, Participation,
Mission

to serve our diocesan community at all levels in living out this
invitation, serving the Church’s mission to evangelise and
to proclaim the Gospel. We are committed to encouraging
parishes in all they do to welcome others into the life of their

Flame 2023

Pastoral Ministry

Saints & Spirituality
Laudato Si' Week

Faith In Action

What we've been up to
Dates for the Diary

community as well as nurturing the faith and prayer of those
who seek to understand their faith in a deeper, richer way.

Welcome to ‘The Clifton Evangelist’ our seventh
departmental newsletter. As a new venture we
would like it to serve the Diocese of Clifton community
as effectively as possible. Our aim is that it is both a
The Team source of information and formation, engaging you,
the people of our diocese, in sharing and growing
in our capacity to be faith-filled people, serving the

Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation

Sarah Adams wider community and proclaiming the Gospel.
Director of Adult Education and Evangelisation If you're reading a hard copy and would like to read

online to make use of the hyperlinks, scan the QR
Jason Charewicz code below.

Caritas and Environmental Officer

Rich Williams
Adult Education and Evangelisation Administrator

Follow this link for our department page.
Follow this link for the faith and formation page.
Follow this link for our future events (linktree).

“linvite all Christians, everywhere, at this moment,

Follow us on Twitter " to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them;
Follow us on Instagram @ | ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day”.

Evangelii Gaudium 3
Be our Facebook friend “



https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/adult-education/
https://cliftondiocese.com/faith-and-formation/
https://linktr.ee/cliftonevangelist
https://www.facebook.com/CliftonEvangelist
https://www.instagram.com/cliftonevangelist/
https://twitter.com/CliftonEvangel
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Ukraine

Jesus, Prince of Peace, we ask you to show us the path to peace in Ukraine. Teach us to

persevere in prayer when we fear You are not listening; teach us to hope in Your mercy
when we doubt the violence will ever stop.

Send forth Your Spirit to rest on those who work for peace and guide Your peacemakers
- great and small - to order things as You Will, with compassion for and solidarity with
those who suffer and a true justice that considers the weakest and most vulnerable first.
You have conquered Death; we ask You in faith to demonstrate that power and to bring
n end to the violence in Ukraine.

-
L

Turkey-Syria

Holy Spirit, we ask you to aid those in Turkey

and Syria still suffering from February’s earthquake.
Console those who have lost loved ones,

suffer still from injuries,

or who are still in the process of rebuilding a life
and livelihood destroyed by this natural disaster.
Help those who serve the victims of the quake;
inspire your faithful to serve our suffering sisters
and brothers in Turkey and Syria in any way they can.
Grant us the love and zeal which has animated

the disciples of Christ, from the first disciples

on Pentecost down through the ages

and around the world,

to proclaim to the world in word

and deed the love God has for His people.

Creation

Father in Heaven, we thank you for Your gift of creation - not
only creating us, that we may know, love, and serve You, but
also creating a whole cosmos which reflects Your glory in its
manifold ways.

Help us to recognise you both in the vastness of the universe
and in the tiniest particles; help us to recognise Your gifts and
Your goodness through all of your creatures in between.

You created us in a garden; we ask You now for the wisdom and
will to return to that harmony between gardener and garden.
Help us especially to serve those who will suffer the effects
of strengthened storms, fires, droughts, or floods in the
months to come, and to work diligently to protect our
common home as we do.




Department for Adult Education & Evangelisation L'IFUIURE-

HILHOPE

Faith Formation CLIFTON DIOCESE

A FAITH FULL JOURNEY

An evening series of online conversations (7.30 to 8.45pm) - all are welcome!

22 September - Avril Baigent
Young people and the Church - exploring the faith identity of Catholic teenagers

20 October - Fr Tom Dubois
A life of ministry rooted in prayer

23 November - James Abbott
How do we become an evangelising presence in the digital world?

10 January - Brenden Thompson
Critical Conversations - listening, hearing, and coming to an agreement together

21 February - Canon John Udris
The Desert of Lent

15 March - Martin Barry
Finding the Voice to Give God Praise - the place of musicin Parish Liturgy

19 April - Sister Hyacinthe Defos du Rau OP
Parents as evangelisers of their own family

17 May - Amy Cameron
Personal Accompaniment -hecnming atravelling companion

27 June - Dr Austen Ivereigh
Diversity is divine, division diabolic:
lessons from Pope Francis in crea.ti.ng unity out of difference

19 July - Canon Kristian Paver JCL

The Pastoral nature of Canon Law
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Fentocost

What did the first followers of Christ, the ones who knew Jesus before the Passion, Crucifixion, and Resurrection,
the ones who witnessed the Ascension, think as they waited for the coming of the Holy Spirit? On one
level, they knew that something miraculous had happened. Jesus, the man they knew and loved had died
but was now Risen; Jesus had ascended to the Father and promised to send the Holy Spirit. Whatever their
understanding of the world was before all of that, as they prayed and waited, they must have known that
everything was different.

It's easy to forget, though, that they were still in Jerusalem. Alongside the experience of a radical upheaval
in their understanding of Jesus - an upheaval that was still in process - there must have been another,
simultaneous level where everything simply stayed the same. Jerusalem must have felt the same in many
ways to those first friends of Jesus. Jerusalem was still the same city, with the same Sanhedrin that had
turned Jesus over, the same Romans patrolling the city and pronouncing judgments, the same daily needs
and fears and demands.

That is often my experience in the wake of Easter - at the
Easter Vigil, | exult that Christ is Risen. But over the Easter
Season the world as | knew it before returns, and | fall
back into old habits when thinking about work, friend-
ships, plans, and everything else in life. Paying attention
to news, domestically and internationally, can make the
Easter celebration feel like a blip, an interruption to the
way things happen rather than an announcement of God's
Kingdom on Earth.

Millions still suffer as the invasion of Ukraine continues. Civilians
in Sudan suffer as generals clash in a civil war. Refugees
suffer while seeking asylum, with some dying in desperate
channel crossings and others stuck in limbo waiting for the
resolution of their cases. Nations continue to struggle to
cope with the effects of climate change. Syria and Turkey
are still dealing with the consequences of a massive earth-
quake. There is violence in the Holy Land, there are shootings in the United States, and Yemeni civilians continue
to suffer the consequences of a long civil war. There are countless more examples to give.

We can be like those first disciples in Jerusalem, knowing that Jesus has done something great and also
struggling to see that change in the world at large. At Pentecost, Jesus gives His Spirit to the disciples. That
giftis also a commission, and the Holy Spirit lifts the disciples into Jesus’ mission. The Holy Spirit enables
those first disciples to realise that Jesus did not call them to be disengaged observers: He called them to
love and serve their neighbours, proclaim the name and love of Jesus Christ to all, and gave the disciples
His Spirit so they could succeed.

When you celebrate Pentecost this year, pay special attention to the mission the Holy Spirit is giving to
you. Perhaps there's something that caught your attention some time ago, and it keeps coming back - you
pass something on the notice board, or you've found yourself thinking about it occasionally, or someone
once asked you to join something and the thought never quite left. Pursue that - give of your time or your
talents, or even make a conscious, deliberate effort to learn more about that service opportunity. Each one
of us is invited, always, to join Christ in sharing the love of God with the world.

To learn about opportunities in your parish, send an e-mail jason.charewicz@cliftondiocese.com
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We've all welcomed someone to our home -a long
lost relative or friend maybe, or even just a guest
for dinner. We do it almost without thinking and we
do it our own way. At the start it must be said there
is no one right way of doing a liturgical welcome.
Indeed, doing it your way may have many advantages
- suiting you, your situation, and the folk that you greet.
What follows may prove to be helpful as you plan and
undertake this important ministry of service within the
Christian community.

The Apostle Peter writing to the Church had
some good advice: ‘Above all, never let your
love for each other grow insincere... Welcome
each other into your houses without grumbling.
Each of you has received a special grace, so, like
good stewards responsible for all these different

graces of God, put yourself at the service of others!
(1 Peter 4: 7-10)

Our Liturgy starts with that wonderful greeting
‘Dominus vobiscum’ - the Lord be with you. It is
Intended to make the entrance welcoming, friendly,
relaxed, and comfortable - for the stranger or new-
comer, and the regulars - for they too, need to feel
welcome! The gospels tell us about Jesus and his
example welcoming sinners and saints to his ta-
ble. Anyone is welcome to the ‘household of faith’,
though we may need to have a strategy for dealing
with those sometimes difficult moments that can
arise even in the best managed house!

Ready for it!

Anyone undertaking the role of Welcomer must be
prepared, but the truth is everyone in the worship-
ping community is a welcomer. The experience of the
Covid-19 pandemic brought community isolation.
Add that to the merger of parishes, and the
mobility of worshippers for Sunday Mass, and
actively building the community of faith around
the table of God’s Word and the Eucharist is
essential. The early Christian community had this
deep sense that the Risen Lord was with them
when they remembered his words and shared
in the breaking of bread. For Christians are the
witnesses. It is our mission to share the good news
of the reign of God that is here.

To get us started the welcomer needs to do it in their
own way. The warm smile - that visual first impression -
counts for far more than words. The smile of greeting,
backed by the suitable word of welcome, with a firm
eye-to-eye contact, only adds value to the pleasure
of a good welcome. In some cultures, such a welcome
might be accompanied by a physical ‘hug’ or even a
'kiss of greeting’. In our north European tradition, we
might look askance at even a handshake! The
'service’ of welcome requires more than presenting
the incomer with a service sheet or hymn book. May-
be it happens sitting next to someone in the pew and
speaking with them. My youngest daughter tells me
that she went Sunday by Sunday to her parish church,
and no one ever spoke to her! We wonder why young
people might fall away from faith - they need recognition,
they need to feel welcome.

Preparation

As the reader will understand, maybe better than
|, there is a great deal of planning and preparation
required if the liturgical environment and
the atmosphere are to be just right. Prepare a quick
checklist for your situation. Whether you might be a
newcomer to this business of welcome, or just an old
hand who needs to refresh the way things are done,
| would suggest that a programme of formation is a
must - for the individual Welcomer, or for the parish
welcoming team, or indeed for the whole liturgical
assembly. The Apostle Paul writing to the Church at
Rome speaks of hospitality: ‘Do not let your love be
a pretence... love each other as brothers (sisters)
should and have a profound respect for each other...
If any of the saints are in need you must share with
them; and you should make hospitality your special
care.' (Romans 12: 9-13)

So Welcome is at the very heart of our mission as
individuals and as church. Not something we can
afford to neglect. It is ‘our special care’ - each Christian
community needs to plan, engage in welcome, in
prayer to ensure that they get it right first time. There
are no second chances with welcome - it is the first
step to belonging.

Fotor J %ﬁ/‘/&wf

Clifton Cathedral
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Walking Together - Continuing the Journey of becoming a Synodal Church

Synod 2023/2024

It was back in September 2022, when Dioceses across the world were invited to participate in preparing
for the next Synod of Bishops which will take place in Rome in October 2023 and October 2024. As
a Diocese we gathered in groups within our parishes and reflected on the key question of what it
means to Journey Together. Spending time in prayer we invoked the Holy Spirit. We listened to each
other, shared our stories and we discerned. The result of this was our own diocesan response: ‘Listening
with the Heart’ https://cliftondiocese.com/synod/

‘Listening with the Heart’ was submitted to the National Synthesis Team of England and Wales along
with submissions from every diocese in both countries. The synthesis of all these submissions was in
turn sent to Rome where another synthesis team, reading submissions from across the world produced
the Continental Working Document ‘Enlarge the Space of your Tent’ a rich and diverse reflection on
what had been expressed from very different dioceses from across the world. ‘Listening with the
Heart’ provided each of our seven continents with the resource for reflecting on the over-all theme
of the Synod.

Prague 2023 - a personal reflection

The European Continental Assembly took place in Prague in February of this year. It was attended
by four representatives from every country. These four representatives included a Bishop, a priest
and two lay people. In addition, every Bishops’ Conference had a group of ten representatives who
attended the assembly virtually. It was my privilege to be a part of the delegation that travelled to
Prague representing the Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales.

To say that it was a privilege is an understatement. From the moment we landed in Prague and were
met by a warm and welcoming delegation from the CCEE (The Council of Bishops’ Conferences of
Europe) we knew that we were part of something different, something very special. The organisation
was outstanding. Managing over two hundred people is not an easy task but the volunteers who
facilitated our movements with gracious friendliness is to be applauded.

At the beginning of day one of the assembly, the programme made it clear that this was going to be
an intense experience. Cardinals, Bishops, Priests, and Lay people gathered, beginning the assembly
with Mass in the conference centre of the hotel. At the outset, | was aware of a certain anxiety amongst
people - there was anticipation, even some excitement but over-all on this first day there seemed
to me to be a nervous tension about what we were engaging with and how the proceedings would
work. Was it a mistrust of those around us? Certainly, this was not a homogenous group of people all
in agreement and singing from the same hymn sheet. Whilst in awe at the authority of many in the
room, | was also anxious about how potential conflict might arise or be expressed. Was it my own lack
of trust that the Holy Spirit would guide us? | don't think | was alone in this.

The first session began with four interventions (presentations) from different countries - the interven-
tions were an expression of how a particular country had responded to ‘Enlarge the Space of your
Tent". Each intervention could last no more than six minutes and most people kept to this. Our own
intervention given by Bishop Nicholas Hudson and Fr. Jan Novotnik of the Bishops' Conference, was
well received. https://www.cbcew.org.uk/continental-assembly-synod-interventions/.
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After every four interventions there was a short period of prayer, enabling us to process what we
had heard and to enable us to once more call on the Holy Spirit. | found this to be a particularly
helpful way of bringing us back to the focus of what we were called to be doing.

Hearing each of the interventions led to the working group reflection time. Via a random
selection process, | was given the task of moderating (facilitating) a group. Each group consisted
of twelve people. Included in my group were three Archbishops (Scotland, Malta and Latin Orthodox
of Ukraine), priests and lay men and women. It was a rich and diverse group of people who could
speak English from both the East and West of Europe. We began with a period of prayer and for the
first session a short time to introduce ourselves. What struck me immediately was the anxiety/fear
in the eyes of many within the group. This was when we were going to be asked to offer our own
thoughts on what we had heard. | encouraged the group by explaining what we had to do and how
confidentiality around individual stories and thoughts had to be maintained within the group. After
each person had spoken there was a short period of silence to honour each reflection and allow it
to sink in. There were to be no interruptions or comments - just respectful listening. Very quickly the
disparity between those from the East and those from the West became apparent. When it came
to round two of our listening to each other, we reflected on what has struck us, what had we heard
that resonated with us or was new to us. Again, we did not interrupt or comment. Silence between
speakers was important - it allowed us to digest, to open our hearts, to feel the concern or the pain
or the joy that each person spoke about. It was an incredibly moving experience. Our third round
consisted more of a conversation - what did we want to take back to the assembly? What were the
thoughts expressed that we wanted to share. This was challenging but already the group seemed to
be moving and discerning together. It was very evident that there were differences relating to how
we live as Catholics, what we want for our Church and what we see as the difficulties we face. But,
somehow by the grace of the Holy Spirit we did come to a consensus.

As the three days progressed, and we had two more group sessions, | noticed that the fear and
anxiety of the first day gradually dissipated. The coolness of day one morphed into a warmth to
each other by day three. Members of the group shared more freely their struggles and their desires
for the Church (and often expressed opposing views). Ultimately what emerged profoundly was
the love that each person had for Jesus as the centre of our lives and a desire for the Church to be
united in love and commitment to evangelising the world.

When asked to facilitate the group, | confess | was daunted, but what a huge honour it was to be asked
to hold that group, to support each person within it and enable each one to know that their contribution
could be received with integrity and love. It felt like a huge responsibility but one that | felt so privileged
to have.

As the Assembly moved through the week what tensions there were at the beginning, melted
away. Whilst respect for the hierarchy was maintained, there emerged a belief that we were all
in this together, all brothers and sisters in Christ. As is often the case mealtimes and time in the bar
led to many gentle conversations, discussions, and laughter. New friendships were formed, and eyes
opened to the different challenges that people face in their own part of the world. Meeting people
from Ukraine, Hungary, Ireland, France, Italy and so many other European countries, all with different
perspectives was a joy, not least because of the unity in the diversity which was beginning to unfold.

Perhaps one of the highlights of the experience was listening to the draft summary of the
interventions which a six-person synthesis team produced by the end of day four. This amazing
group of led by Fr. Giacoma Costa SJ, worked day and night to bring this draft to the assembly.
Fr. Jan Novotnik presented the document to the assembly. At 22 pages long and requiring him to
sight read from a computer screen, this was no mean feat. It was however, profoundly moving. It
was at this point that | experienced what can only be described as a Kairos moment in the life of
the Church. It felt as if tectonic plates were shifting. This is the only way | can describe it because
no words can adequately express the deep-seated well-spring of hope that emerged for me and
enormous gratitude to have been a part of it.



&’/r(m/(/w(, Furticy ation, / ¥ J f
Missin feontinied)

Far a aynedal fln-rrln_\l
f - &

-

Let us be clear - this was the work of synodality. Major changes were not occurring. The document
as was expressed “does not offer solutions or theological interpretations, but rather intends to
hold the tensions brought forward by the local churches.” This is exactly what | experienced. Throughout,
the assembly tensions were held. The final document, which will contribute to the Instrumentum laboris,
currently being written for the gathering of bishops in October, speaks of the need for ‘unity in diversity".
It speaks of the variety within our Church and as was experienced in my own small group, the desire to
proclaim the truth of the Gospel in its entirety. There was a genuine recognition of the need and the desire
to walk together, along a synodal path, a path which leads to discernment and to bring forth the fruits
of Communion, Participation and Mission.

The document highlights 7 priorities for the October Synod:

to deepen the practice, theology and interpretation of synodality

to address the meaning (for all of us by our baptism) of an all ministerial Church

to explore the forms for a synodal exercise of authority

to clarify the discernment criteria for the synodal process and at what level, from local to universal,

decisions are to be made

* to take concrete and courageous decisions on the role of women and their greater involvement
at all levels including decision making

e consider tensions around the liturgy, so as to consider, from a synodal perspective the Eucharist
as the source of communion

e to develop a synodal related formation of the entire People of God

This document has now been finalised and is well worth reading in its entirety to appreciate the depth
and quality therein. It is significant that the bishops who considered the draft in the days that followed
concluded that it was a true representation of what had been expressed in the Assembly and they had no
desire to change any aspect of its contents.

Such was the experience of those of us who attended the Assembly and they had no desire to change any
aspect of its contents. https://prague.synod2023.org/en/final-document/
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Moving Forward as Clifton Diocese

There are inevitable challenges to this work of Synodality. Key areas, in short, can be identified as:

1. Synodality becomes an ecclesial cliché rather than a way of being Church.

2. Synodality is perceived to be for the few who are close to Parish life - the few who are committed.
In many areas synodality has been reduced to a consultation process.

3. Synodality is for Church leaders and experts - such that it is for those perceived to be on the ‘inside’
and excluding all others.

4. That Synodality is just a passing initiative - it will come, and it will go.

To overcome these concerns, we have to see synodality as a journey, not in uniformity, but a process
of coming together in Communion.

In our own country, a School of Synodality has been established with a two year mandate to generate
resources and formation to develop synodality as reality across the Catholic Church of England and
Wales. The first meeting for this took place in April. Once again, the meeting engaged us in deep
listening and responding to a variety of questions as to how we develop an understanding and
application of synodality across our Dioceses. In just under 24 hours and with a great deal of hard
work key tasks were identified:

e Developing simple habits and practices at local level and supporting the creation of structures
and processes for discernment and creative problem solving
Providing a coaching programme to support both local and innovative synodal projects
Sparking the discussion of new theological and theoretical responses to synodality
Developing top quality, open access resources to ensure people have access to formation and
can become ambassadors for synodality in their context.

As the Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation we have made synodality the core or
our work and we encourage everyone to adopt a synodal approach to meetings and formation.
It may take longer to reach decisions but there is no doubt in my mind that it gives the Holy Spirit
a chance to influence the discernment that is often needed rather than simply responding to the
loudest voice.

We are keen to support you in your endeavours and to this end, please do contact us for formation,
guidance, and resources to help you with this. Specifically, It is the intention of the department to
offer formation in the autumn for Pastoral Councils to be Synodal in their approach, be they be parish
or deanery and the work of Accompaniment. Please look out for this.

Sarak
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On the 4th of March, a staggering 8,000
young individuals gathered in the sold-
out OVO Arena at Wembley to celebrate
Flame 2023. | was lucky enough to be a
part of something so special as this is the
largest gathering of young Catholics since
the Covid-19 pandemic. A large group from
Clifton Diocese attended consisting of vari-
ous youth groups from different parishes
accompanied by Bishop Declan. | attend-
ed as part of a large group from the Goan
Chaplaincy based in Swindon. Over 50 of us
travelled together to Wembley to experience
this event. This year’s theme was “Rise Up!”,
derived from the World Youth Day Scripture
passage of “Mary arose and went with haste”.

Flame 2023 was an uplifting day filled with
poignant worship music, prayer, catechesis,
reflection and adoration. The event featured
various musical performances by accomplished
Christian artists. The One Hope Project started
off the event by getting everyone warmed up
and exhilarated for what was to come, soon
after followed by the much adored Guvna B.
The amount of energy in the arena was
overwhelming as all the young people
in attendance were engaged with their
full energy and enthusiasm. Adenike, a
former contestant on The Voice, was a

4 Flame 2023
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personal favourite of mine for the event as her
beautiful vocals were simply mesmerising. She
led us into worship as she conducted the 8,000
young people crowd into a sublime choir. The
event also featured several speakers who offered
their wisdom to the audience.

Cardinal Tagle, a world-renowned speaker,
gave the keynote speaking passionately and
imparting a message from the Pope, urging
young people to rise up, pursue justice, and
dare to be different. This speech touched many
hearts as he recounted his personal life story
with the sacrifices his family made throughout
his life, having pin-drop silence throughout his
speech. Similarly, Archbishop Timothy Costelloe
SDB, from Perth in Australia, gave an invigorating
speech on the theme of Rising Up.




As part of the closing liturgy, all the dioceses
and major groups were invited to nominate one
person from their groups to represent them on
the stage. | was extremely fortunate to be
given the opportunity to be the representative
for Clifton diocese. We had a brief rehearsal
during the lunch break and then were called
backstage later for the closing liturgy. It was a
quite daunting experience being a part of the
procession led by Cardinal Vincent Nichols,
Cardinal Luis Tagle, and bishops in attendance
with all 8,000 pairs of eyes fixed upon us. How-
ever, it was a blessing to be part of such a large
gathering of youth from all over the country in
silent adoration before the blessed sacrament.

Flame 2023, all in all, was an incredible
experience and everyone | spoke to at the

end of the day took something away which
changed their life. | would wholeheartedly
recommend Flame to any young person!
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On Saturday April 29, family and friends of the Pastoral Ministry Course gathered to celebrate having successfully
completed the Clifton Diocesan Formation Certificate in Pastoral Ministry Skills. For some it was a dual occasion
because they had also completed their Loyola University Certificate in Pastoral Ministry, resulting in a Clifton
Diocesan Diploma. It was a beautifully sunny day. Mass was celebrated by Bishop Declan who commissioned
each of the ‘graduates’ to serve within the Diocese. Certificates were presented and a reception followed. As
the first completers of these two courses, the occasion was testament to their hard work, resilience and commit-
ment over two and a half years.

The Courses

The Diploma in Pastoral Ministry run by Loyola University Chicago is a two-year online course covering ten
units of study each module being six weeks' long. Itis a demanding course but one that allows people to
explore in depth and importantly in their own time, the richness of our Catholic Faith.

The Ministry Skills Course which runs alongside but independently of the Diploma course, lasting two and a half
years, enables participants to develop practical skills in accompaniment, listening, discernment and group
facilitation while being rooted in prayer and the Ministry of Jesus. A Parish project at the end of the course
cements learning and understanding while offering the opportunity for theological reflection.

Next Course

We are now actively seeking to recruit for the next course which begins in September 2023. The course is
ideal for ANY parishioner who seeks to develop their capacity to serve the parish in anyway which they
believe the Lord is calling them. If you are a catechist - this course is for you. If you are a minister in any form -
this course if for you. If you are not involved in any way - but would like to be - this course if for you! Interested?
- then please do come to one of our information evenings which will be taking place around the Diocese
in June (details on the next page). Here you will hear in more detail about the two courses, content of both,
time commitment involved and costs including the role of parishes to support those who take on either of
the courses.

My experiences of the Pastoral Ministry Course

| decided | wanted to do the Pastoral Ministry course because Sarah Adams had spoken so passionately about
it. When | first started the course, | really didn’t think | had a lot to learn. | had been a teacher and a catechist for
so many years. When | met the other people on the course, | realised this couldn’t be further from the truth.

The first thing | felt was humility. | felt humble because their faith shone so brightly. | started to spend more time
with God. | prayed before the course, but | have discovered different ways of using imaginative prayer. | am
particularly fond of the daily examen which | try to make time every day. | have found such peace with opening
myself up to different types of prayer. | have used many of the different forms of prayer with varying degrees
of success in my work. The children in the First Holy Communion group and schools have enjoyed praying in
different ways whereas | definitely need more practice guiding adults using imaginative prayer.

In the past | had always prided myself on being a good listener. My experience in the pastoral ministry course
helped me realise that | related everything back to my life in order to make the person feel better or to offer advice.
This isn't listening at all and doesn't help anyone. | do need to check myself occasionally, but my listening
skills have improved. | trust that as | use these skills in my ministry, | will discover what people actually
want and how | can help them. What | will take with me is how incredible everyone on the course was.
| have learnt so much from other people’s faith, understanding of the Bible and love of saints. | hope |
remember everything and am looking forward to using everything | have learnt in my future ministry.

Lowsse //é/’lfe



COMMUNION PARTICIPATION MISSION

Walking Together in Service of the Church

Praying, meeting, working, discerning and taking decisions together.

i 44

PASTORAL MINISTRY FORMATION

From the outset of Vatican II, the Council envisaged the Church as the whole 'People of God’
worshipping and working together to evangelise the world, each person with his or her own role
to play. All the baptised together, priests and people, form the People of God. Lumen Gentium
states that “the apostolate of the laity is sharing in the Church’s saving mission” and “Through
Baptism and Confirmation all are appointed to this apostolate by the Lord himself.” LG 33

Sixty years on from Vatican II, the current Synodal process has
shown us that there is a desire by the laity to be more involved and
the need for solid formation to give people the confidence to respond.

Clifton Diocese offers two in-depth courses in support of this need.

THE LOYOLA UNIVERSITY CERTIFICATE
IN PASTORAL MINISTRY

THE CLIFTON MINISTRY SKILLS PROGRAMME

Neither course requires any specific qualification but rather a disposition to serve

others, to develop the art of listening and spiritual accompaniment and a commitment

to mission and ministry within the Church. Both courses take place part-time over
two years and include on-going support and guidance from a committed team.

If you would like to know more about these courses,
then please do come to one of our information evenings.

Pastoral Ministry
Formation Courses

- information sessions
around the diocese:

Thurs 1 June:
English Martyrs, Chard

Tues 6 June:
St George, Taunton

Wed 7 June: St Gregory
the Great, Cheltenham

Mon 12 June:
St George, Warminster

Tues 13 June: Sacred Heart,
Westbury-on-Trym, Bristol

Wed 14 June:
St John, Bath

Thurs 15 June:
St Peter, Swindon

Tues 20 June: St Margaret
Mary, Coleford

Each session starts at 7pm.

No need to book, just turn
up on the evening.

cllftondlocese com



Gospel of St Matthew

From Advent 2022 through
2023 the Gospel of the
Year is Matthew. It may be
helpful to keep in mind a
few background thoughts
about this Gospel. If Mark
was the original Gospel
writer, Matthew must have
had specific reasons for
editing and enlarging that
first Gospel.

Matthew the Teacher

Matthew is primarily a
teacher. His signature may
be that of the householder
in 13.52, able to bring out of
his storeroom new and old.
In Mark there is only limited
teaching about conduct for
the followers of Jesus.

Saumts &
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Matthew adds five great
discourses about the King-
dom of Heaven, partly from
a source he shared with Luke,
but no doubt he drew also
on sources of his own; he
must himself have been close
to stories about the life and
teaching of Jesus, perhaps
even the tax-collector on the
roadside near Capernaum.
The first great discourse
centres basic conditions for
belonging to the Kingdom,
the fifth is about its rewards
and penalties. The second
and fourth are for the disci-
ples of Jesus, the conditions
for their apostolate and life
in community respectively.
The third consists of images
of the Kingdom, the parable
chapter.
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Matthew is an artist in his
teaching: he repeats his
lessons, doubling the parables
(the mustard-seed and the
wheat, the ten wedding
attendants and the talents).
He uses formulae to help
the memory (the beatitudes,
the six corrections of the Old
Law, the three good works
of alms-giving, prayer and
fasting). Who can forget his
symbolic animal-imagery (the
innocent dove, the destruc-
tive moth)? He simplifies the
characters into straightforward
goodies and baddies (the
wedding-guests, the sheep
and the goats).



Matthew the Jew

Matthew most probably wrote
for converts from Judaism.
He has no need, as Mark has,
to explain Jewish customs
and names. His frequent ful-
filment-quotations underline
the importance of the Jew-
ish tradition. Jesus himself is
the fulfilment of the hopes of
Judaism: from the beginning
the angel insists that Joseph
must adopt Jesus as son of
David. Like Moses, Jesus
escapes the wicked king by
going into exile till it is safe to
return; like Moses he is taken
up onto a high mountain to
see all the territories; like
Moses he teaches his new
Law from the holy mountain.
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Jesus, however, is greater than
Moses. He has an air about him
which suggests that he is already
the Risen Lord. The disciples
call him ‘Lord’ not ‘Rabbi’ (ex-
cept for Judas when he kisses
Jesus). In Mark no human be-
ing acknowledges him as ‘son
of God' till the centurion at the
crucifixion; in Matthew when
he walks on the water, when
Peter has his insight at Caesarea
Philippi disciples already greet
him as son of God. Most of
all, in Mark they bow down in
reverence, but in Matthew they
‘worship’ him with the worship
paid only to God.

A Gospel for the Church

For Matthew the community
is all-important. So of the five
teaching-discourses two are
on the church, one on the ex-
ternal apostolate, the other on
community relationships. Three
times they are guaranteed the
presence of Christin their midst,
by the name Emmanuel, when
they gather in his Name, in the
final blessing on the mountain
in Galilee. But the community
will not be perfect, and no one
lets the Master down as badly
as Peter. They must forgive one
another; they need a process
for reconciliation; they must go
in search of the lost sheep.

Matthew has always been the
Gospel most frequently used,
most popular in the Church.
There is good reason for it.

Don tonry Woansbrouph, OSB
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So from the Mount of Olives, as it is called, they
went back to Jerusalem, a short distance away, no
more than a sabbath walk; and when they reached
the city they went to the upper room where they
were staying; there were Peter and John, James
and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew
and Matthew, James son of Alphaeus and Simon
the Zealot, and Jude son of James. All these
joined in continuous prayer, together with several
women, including Mary the mother of Jesus, and
with his brothers.

Acts 1: 12-14

Pentecost gives us a dramatic scene to
contemplate. The names we have in Acts
are so large to us now - Mary, Peter, the
other apostles - that the unnamed men and
women present are often overlooked and
omitted from the scenery. They must have been
known to Mary or one of the apostles though

they are unknown and unknowable to us. Yet
these unknown ancestors in faith joined with those
great names we do know, praying continuously.
They helped prepare for the first Pentecost by
their prayers, presence, and love.

How often do we get caught flat footed by a feast
day like Pentecost? Despite the best of inten-
tions to keep my eye on the Resurrected Christ
after Easter Sunday, life resumes its rhythms and
suddenly, it's the Feast of the Ascension and
then Pentecost. This year | aim to imitate the first
Christians who prepared for Pentecost.
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One framework to prepare for Pentecost is
Laudato Si Week 2023, which runs from 21
May to Pentecost (28 May). In his 2015 encyclical
Laudato Si, Pope Francis calls us to care for
our common home. As | prepare for this
Pentecost, and for Laudato Si’ week, | seized
on the phrase “a sabbath walk” as one way to
jointhe two. Most people today won't have the
luxury of closing themselves off in an upper
room between the Feast of the Ascension and
Pentecost Sunday. Picking a day and time to
walk through nature - be it a local park, along
a river, in the forest or a field - while praying is
a good alternative.

Going for a walk, however long or short, is a
concrete way of creating space for God in our
hearts. By deliberately stepping away from the
normal routine we take a simple action to put
God at the centre of our lives. It is also an ex-
cellent way to cultivate gratitude: as we look
at the natural world around us, we can see the
traces of the Creator who gratuitously made
this world and thank Him for the many and
beautiful gifts He has given us. It can be done
individually, or in a small group, or even in a
slightly larger group - though that requires
a bit more planning. Whether you walk with
a companion or on your own, take a look in
your Bible before you set out. Invite the Word
of God to accompany you, and to guide you,
as you walk.

Other options to use Laudato Si’ week as
preparation for Pentecost would be to read
Pope Francis's encyclical, Laudato Si, or to
watch the recent film The Letter, which shows
some of the impact of the Pope’s call to care
for creation.

Sometimes the news about climate change,
or environmental degradation, can be over-
whelming, or seem so large that small groups
of people can do nothing. Remember the
unnamed women and men who prayed
continuously with Mary and the apostles. We
might not know what they did, or if it was great
or small by our standards. They wouldn't have
known the next steps either. But they prayed,
and they are mentioned in Acts. God knows
who they were, and what He called them to do
- so too does God know us, and what He calls
us to do, even if we cannot see how what we
do now connects to something larger.

Laudato Si' Week Events 2023 - Laudato Si Week



https://laudatosiweek.org/laudato-si-week-events-2023/
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We had been 38 years married, 32 years in the same
house and members of the same flourishing parish.
Our children had all left home, and though three
remained nearby we felt the time was right for some-
thing new. We prayed for guidance, as moving to a
new location would need to be inspired if we were to
leave our house, our family, and the seeds that we had
sown and tended in our community to follow Jesus
where He called us.

One Sunday after Mass, the massive statue of the
Sacred Heart drew me into prayer. I had been
seeking confirmation in our situation and when I
looked up to our Lord’s eyes in the statue, they were
burning brightly with a penetrating stare directly at
me. It was uncanny, both wonderful and remarkable.
I was immediately certain that our decision had been
made and felt confident with our next step. I couldn’t
wait to get outside and tell my husband.

No sooner were we out of the church than he
turned to me and said, “The statue of the Sacred
Heart was staring at me, the eyes were shining and
staring intently at me, I know that it will be fine for
us to move!”

We moved house over a series of months after search-
ing and searching for a suitable house and parish where
we felt we could help make a difference. A house that
fit our criteria came on the market and our offer was
accepted ahead of many others. Whilst waiting for
the answer to our offer, we were walking down
what was to become our new local high street
and, in a shop window were two plump cush-
ions with the inscriptions “Reserved for Oma”
and “Reserved for Opa”! They had to be meant for us
since our first grandchild was due to be born in a few
months. My father, being Dutch, taught me to call my
grandparents “Oma” and “Opa”, and we taught this to
our children as well. Now it was our turn to be “Oma”
and “Opa.” How astounding, this was surely meant to
be our home!

Our new parish priest wasted no time inviting us to
run a new First Holy Communion programme he was

planning for the backlog of children who had been unable
to take the sacrament due to the pandemic. With a slight
moment’s hesitation - we had hardly moved in - we
agreed we would run the sessions. He was delighted and
then told us there were to be 44 children —mostly Polish!

We needed a deeper understanding and confidence in
our own faith if we were to run this course and help
others, and this was provided. It was suggested we
attend the Clifton Diocese catechist course, ‘The Seeds
of Faith’. This gave us inspiration and reassurance in all
that we were undertaking. It opened our eyes and guided
us deeper into our personal journeys in faith.

This has been a wonderful introduction to our new
parish! We feel honoured to be supporting the children
and families in this way. The inspiration from the stories
we hear of people’s journeys in faith has encouraged
us to be bolder. We aspire to involve the children post
First Holy Communion and provide them with more
grounding in their faith, particularly in helping them to
prepare for receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation.

We were envisaging a series of sessions like a youth
club but with talks and involvement around the church,
sacraments, Gospel readings, activities for the parish
community. It seemed a big deal to take on board. So,
we continued to pray, and as an answer to our prayer
Sarah Adams put us in touch with Jason Charewicz,
Caritas and Environmental Officer in Clifton Diocese.
Jason is working with us on a dynamic new programme
— Faith in Action - tailor made for the requirements at
our parish.

We wanted a structured course with badges and goals
to work for, we wanted community involvement, we
wanted parish activities and above all we wanted the
young people to have ownership of the content and to
have fun together. We are absolutely delighted that all
these things have the potential to be delivered through
Faith in Action, often run through schools but tailored to
our parish needs. Families and parents are enthusiastic for
such provision and this group aims to start in September.

Tom & Catherive Morrell
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WYD - Events, Formation, Donation

The World Youth Day Pilgrims attended the Rite of Election on 25 February to show support for the
catechumens and candidates of our diocese, and followed with a session of formation and fellowship.
There was also an overnight retreat by Downside Abbey, where the pilgrims went on an Emmaus
Walk, prayed together, had a barbecue, attended Mass, and enjoyed social fellowship.

Please keep these young adults in your prayers, and if you are able, please consider giving a donation
to support our diocesan commitment to providing young people the opportunities to grow in faith
together World Youth Day 2023 | Clifton Diocese

Flame - On 4 March, 133 young people and group leaders from Clifton Diocese attended Flame,
the largest gathering of young Catholics since the pandemic. The young people of Clifton Diocese
joined 8,000 young people from around England and Wales for a day of talks from people like Cardinal
Tagle and Archbishop Costelloe and music from Christian artists like Guvna B, Adenike, and One
Hope Project. The faith-filled day concluded with adoration, and thousands of young people silently
encountering Jesus in their hearts.

The next Flame will be 15 March 2025, and the department intends to support an even greater number
of young people to attend.

Rite of Election

On Saturday 25 February Bishop Declan celebrated the Rite of Election at Clifton Cathedral, calling
19 Catechumens and 29 Candidates by name. At the Easter Vigil Mass in their home parishes,
they received the Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and First Holy Communion and became full
members of our faith. Please keep our new brothers and sisters in your prayers.

Faith Full Journey

Since the last issue there have been three Faith Full Journey evenings. Canon John Udris spoke on
The Desert of Lent on in February, Martin Barry spoke on Finding the Voice to Give God Praise - the
Place of Music in Parish Liturgy, and Sister Hyacinthe Defos du Rau OP spoke on Parents as Evangelisers
of their Own Family. A Faith Full Journey | Clifton Diocese

Clergy Training Fund
On 7 May there was a collection to support the Clergy Training Fund. This fund helps ensure our two
seminarians, and all future vocations, receive the support they need to respond to God's call to serve.


https://cliftondiocese.com/world-youth-day-2023/
https://cliftondiocese.com/a-faith-full-journey/

Dates fon the Diary

Faith Full Journey

Coming up over the next few months, we have more Faith Full Journey evenings. First,
on 17 May, Amy Cameron will speak on Personal Accompaniment - becoming a travelling
companion. Then on 27 June, Dr Austen Ivereigh will present Diversity is divine, division
diabolic: lessons from Pope Francis in creating unity out of difference. The talks take place on
Microsoft Teams, from 7.30-8.45 pm. To register contact adulteducation@cliftondiocese.com.
A Microsoft Teams invite will be sent out a few days before each talk.

Pastoral Ministry

We are now actively seeking to recruit for the next course which begins in September
2023. Interested? - then please do come to one of our information evenings which will
be taking place around the Diocese in June. Here you will hear in more detail about the
two courses, content of both, time commitment involved and costs including the role of
parishes to support those who take on either of the courses (see page 12 & 13).

Dates and Venues for Information Sessions:

Thursday 1 June: English Martyrs, Chard

Tuesday 6 June: St George, Taunton

Wednesday 7 June: St Gregory the Great, Cheltenham
Monday 12 June: St George, Warminster

Tuesday 13 June: Sacred Heart, Westbury-on-Trym
Wednesday 14 June: St John the Evangelist, Bath
Thursday 15 June: St Peter, Swindon

Tuesday 20 June: St Margaret Mary, Coleford

Each session starts at 7pm. No need to book, just turn up on the evening.

World Youth Day

World Youth Day 2023 is fast approaching - 30 pilgrims from Clifton Diocese will head to
Lisbon on 31 July to join young people from around the world in prayer. We ask for your
prayers that our pilgrims will encounter Christ on this journey, that they be strengthened
and inspired to follow the Lord wherever He leads them that they may enrich their com-
munities, parishes, and our diocese by their experience and charity. If you would like,

you can support the pilgrims by donating here World Youth Day 2023 | Clifton Diocese

The Acts of the Apostles

John Huntriss leads two Scripture based sessions at St Gregory the Great, Cheltenham.
The Acts of the Apostles - the earlier chapters of this book give precious glimpses of the
first days of the Church after Pentecost and we hear a number of the very first Christian
sermons and speeches, beginning with St Peter on Pentecost Sunday. In the rest of the
book, we see St Paul travelling and preaching, which is good background for our listening
to his letters as the second reading on so many Sundays during the year.

The Wednesday evening sessions at St Gregory the Great, Cheltenham, take place on
17 & 24 May. Each session starts at 7pm.
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