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T b Pz Called to be a People of Hope

Diocesan Prayer Offerings The Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation seeks
Advent Giving Calendar to serve our diocesan community at all levels in living out this
School forSynodality invitation, serving the Church’s mission to evangelise and
God's Call to proclaim the Gospel. We are committed to encouraging
parishes in all they do to welcome others into the life of their
community as well as nurturing the faith and prayer of those
who seek to understand their faith in a deeper, richer way.

Saints & Spirituality
Shine the Light of Charity
House of the Open Door
New Pastoral Areas
What we've been up to Welcome to ‘The Clifton Evangelist’ our ninth
Dates for the Diary departmental newsletter. For this venture we

would like it to serve the Diocese of Clifton community
as effectively as possible. Our aim is that it is both a

The Team source of information and formation, engaging you,
Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation the people of our diocese, in sharing and growing
in our capacity to be faith-filled people, serving the
Sarah Adams wider community and proclaiming the Gospel.
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Director of Adult Education and Evangelisation If you're reading a hard copy and would like to read

online to make use of the hyperlinks, scan the QR

Jason Charewicz code below.
Caritas and Environmental Officer

Rich Williams
Adult Education and Evangelisation Administrator

Follow this link for our department page.
Follow this link for the faith and formation page.
Follow this link for our future events (linktree).

“linvite all Christians, everywhere, at this moment,

Follow us on X a to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,
or at least an openness to letting him encounter them;
Follow us on Instagram @ | ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day”.

Evangelii Gaudium 3
Be our Facebook friend li
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https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/adult-education/
https://cliftondiocese.com/faith-and-formation/
https://linktr.ee/cliftonevangelist
https://www.facebook.com/CliftonEvangelist
https://www.instagram.com/cliftonevangelist/
https://twitter.com/CliftonEvangel
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Lord, You are the Prince of Peace,

Who willed not to be born in a throne room,
but in a stable;

Born into a conquered society,

surrounded by conflict.

Remind us, Jesus, to be like the shepherds,
Who heard the pronouncement of the angel
and found you near;

Remind us, Jesus, to be like the Wise Men,
Who followed the Star

and found you in a distant land.

Remind us, Jesus, that when we see your image
in a manger in our homes or in our churches,
That to seek you we too must go out,

Seeking you near to us

in our suffering sisters and brothers,

Seeking you far off in places of war and conflict.

May Your Incarnation heal us, renew our faith,
and send us forth to proclaim Your Good News.




Advent

Wait for the Lord, whose day is near
Wake up! The night is ending.

A nipping and eager air. The pall of mist thins in the anticipation of dusk.
We must keep watch, not let our guard slip, miss the moment we yearn for.
Blink and it may be too late. When? Soon now for over 2000 years.
Nobody knows - except it will be when we least expect, when we neglect
To focus. On the time. The watching time. Wake up! The light is breaking.

Vigilance. Stay awake and pray. For Christ will come again, take heart:
Faith. Persistence. Resistance to the distractions of busyness. Await, alert
With the shepherds, with the angels, the slow turn of the trillions of planets,
Our fate written in the stars. Wait for the Lord, whose day is near. We hear
The never-ending telling of the first coming, the annual loop to herald the

Procession of the centuries till the promise of His Kingdom is fulfilled,
Replaces the chaos of sin-shackled free will that amazingly still can be
Saved. So stay safe and dry through the flood, keep a look-out, stand ready,
On guard, on watch, through mayhem and miracle, believing Love’s

Power to give all - if only we can wait and pray for the Lord to come.

Lric, 7 December 2022, Salisbury




Advent Giving Calendar
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Advent Giving Calendar

Advent is a special season in the Church's year when we prepare to celebrate the coming
of Christ. However, with the cost of living crisis, many in our communities are facing
difficulties.

This Advent Giving Calendar is designed for you to use this season as a time to think
about those who might need some extra support this Christmas. You can follow along
each day and make up a food parcel that you generously donate to a food project in your
church or school, or one local to you.

How to use the Advent Giving Calendar

Ask your church or school if they run a food bank, food collection, a community meal, or
any other kind of food outreach, and if they would like some donations.

If you are not sure, contact us at Caritas and we can help you find a food project near
you. Our contact details can be found at the bottom of this page.

Each day in Advent, find the corresponding snowman on the calendar, which will tell you
what you need to buy to add to your collection. You could team up with others too, and

share the collecting between you.

Take the collected items to your chosen food project. You might want to take them in
early, to make sure they are there in time to help people this Christmas.

Join the Advent Giving Calendar community online. Spread the word about the calendar
and share photos of your collecting on social media.

Use the hashtag: #AdventGivingCalendar

and tag us:
@CliftonEvangelist @CliftonEvangel @cliftonevangelist

Not able to donate certain items?

Give what you can, or donate something that you would like to receive.

Ask your local food project what other help they may need. Perhaps you could volunteer
this winter, or spread the word about what they do.

If you need support with food

Please do speak to your church or school and they can tell you what support there is in
your area. You can contact Caritas too.
£

# CLIFTON
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If you would like to find out more, please contact us below: ‘ t e

e: adult.education@cliftondiocese.com w: cliftondiocese.com t: 0117 902 5595
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A plenary resolution on the Synod on Synodality
focusing on ‘Steps towards renewal.

Synod on Synodality October 2023 - Steps
Towards Renewal - The Bishops of England
and Wales in their Plenary session (November
2023) have responded to the Synod Synthesis
as follows:

Called and guided by Pope Francis, the first
Synod on Synodality took place in Rome
throughout the month of October. In his homily
for the closing Mass of the Synod, the Holy
Father recalled the Synod’s ultimate goal: 'The
Lord will guide us and help us to be a more
synodal and missionary Church, a Church
that adores God and serves the women and
men of our time, going forth to bring every-
one the consoling joy of the Gospel. During
our Bishops’' Conference plenary meeting we
listened to the personal reflections of those,
from among our number, who experienced
the Synod first-hand. We share with you here
the fruit of our consideration and the response
that followed.

The Synod members, bishops, priests and deacons,
male and female laity, and consecrated men
and women, some younger, others older,
came to Rome from every continent. We heard
of the joy that characterised the encounters
between the representatives gathered from
our world-wide Catholic Church. The synodal
process was long and demanding but mani-
fested a communal desire to listen attentively to
the prompting of the Holy Spirit. Convergence
in faith was honoured and divergence was
explored without rancour.

Eynnd

At the heart of the synodal process of renewal
stands the person of Jesus Christ and his Gospel
of Salvation. The Lord ‘pitched his tent among
us. (see Jn 1:14) He is constantly in our midst,
guiding, teaching, consoling, and nourishing us
in every circumstance. The renewal we seek has
Christ as our unchanging key point of departure
and reference.
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We considered how the synodal process might
be taken forward in our communities, here
and now, in England and Wales. Some initial
guidance came from further words spoken by
Pope Francis in his homily for the closing Mass
of the Synod:

‘It is important to look at the “principle and
foundation” from which everything begins ever
anew: by loving. Loving God with our whole life
and loving our neighbour as ourselves. Not our
strategies, our human calculations, the ways of
the world, but love of God and neighbour: that
is the heart of everything. And how do we chan-
nel this momentum of love? | would propose two
verbs, two movements of the heart, on which |
would like to reflect: to adore and to serve. We
love God through adoration and service.’
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The prayer of adoration keeps us centred on
Christ, freeing us from other preoccupations
which serve only to limit and imprison us. Christ
himself calls us to find our home in him and
promises to make his home in us. (see Jn 15:1-8)
Pope Francis linked our adoring love for God
with our servant-love for others, all in the context
of synodal renewal:

‘In the great commandment, Christ binds God
and neighbour together so that they will never
be disconnected. There can be no true religious
experience that is deaf to the cry of the world.
There is no love of God without care and concern
for our neighbour; otherwise, we risk becoming
pharisaic. We may have plenty of good ideas on
how to reform the Church but let us remember:
to adore God and to love our brothers and sisters
with his love, that is the great and perennial
reform.’

Echoing our Holy Father's sentiments, we invite
every parish, school, and community to look
anew at how the adoration of the Lord, not
least through Eucharistic Adoration, and the
service of the Lord in people in need, can
be better connected and reinvigorated. This
deeper relationship with the Lord will enable us
to embrace what emerges from the second part
of the Synod Assembly taking place in October
2024.

IS}rnnd

All renewal in the Church is the work of the Holy
Spirit. The Spirit of Truth draws us into the unity of
faith, into communion with Christ, with the Church,
and with each other. Renewal requires ongoing
conversion, personally and in our communities.
In discerning how this might be undertaken, we
keep in mind the guiding themes of the synodal
journey, namely communion, participation,
and mission. These help us to formulate some
important questions:

e How can we create and promote space and
time for prayer, for spiritual communion, for
adoring God, and for listening and responding
to God?

* How can we deepen and broaden opportunities
for people to participate in the prayer of adoration,
linking this to the service of others?

* How do we encourage greater participation in
the synodal process at the local level, including
further reflection on the Synodal Synthesis?

e How can our experiences of prayer, of thirsting
and longing for God, and of gratitude and wonder,
give a missionary witness and invitation that is
attractive to others?

e How can the person of Christ be clearly seen at
the heart of the service we offer?

e How can our service to people in need be
framed and shaped to increase the widest
possible participation?

As a Diocese we will seek to reflect upon these
questions and encourage all of our Parishes to gather
listening groups to explore them. In addition, we will
be looking specifically at how we respond more fully
to the Synthesis that has emerged following the
Synod on Synodality (Part 1) which took place in
October. This synthesis can be found on our website
here.


https://cliftondiocese.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/Synthesis-Report-Rome-2023.pdf
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Many years ago, as a teenager I was asked to
reflect upon how I heard the voice of God.

I boldly answered, ‘I don’t know —1I just do.’
This answer did not go down well with my
Religious Education teacher, nor the

Mother Superior of my boarding school
convent, in whose office I soon found myself.
Nevertheless, the question itself and my
answer, has always sat comfortably with me
throughout my life. Perhaps it was this
reflection at such an early age that gave me the
assurance that when God calls I can willingly
respond and place my journey in His hands.
Although these journeys have often been
diverse, plentiful and exciting throughout my
life, there are a few significant ones which I
would like to reflect upon.

Soon after being asked the question above, I
was invited to travel to Lourdes at the age of
16 as a helper on a Jumbulance with children
and adults who were terminally ill. Whilst
endeavouring to prepare myself spiritually and
emotionally, I soon became caught up with the
usual preparations of going abroad. The first
few days there were very busy as I learnt new
skills of steering a wheelchair downbhill to avoid
imminent ditches (I avoided most of them!) and
care for people who needed round the clock
support. One night around 11pm, a young girl
asked specifically to visit the Grotto and it was
here in the silence of the night, with very few
people around that I heard God’s clear call to
become a nurse. I don’t remember how long
our small group remained in the Grotto that
night, but those few hours had a significant
impact on the direction of my life and my heart
felt warmed. Everything fell into place upon
my return home, whereupon a student nursing
position suddenly became available in our local
hospital and hence I was able to commence
training within a month. This led to a fulfilling
career as a nurse and I returned to Lourdes
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many, many times as a trained Registered
Nurse. The unexpected nature of God’s call that
night always remained with me and a closeness to St.
Bernadette continued to influence the rest of my life.

For many reasons St. Bernadette struggled with
the Catechism classes she was required to attend to
prepare for her First Holy Communion and the
descriptions of her experience weighed heavily

on my own shoulders. Over the years, I felt God
call me to be a Catechist, not the sudden call I had
previously experienced in Lourdes, but more of

a gentle nudge from deep within and an invitation
which could not be ignored. My subsequent training
and role as a Catechist also led to many fulfilling
and thought-provoking years and at the heart of
that fulfilment was God’s perpetual presence which
I'was profoundly aware of through the more noisy
and often arduous path of life.

An unexpected pathway opened for me more
recently just as I completed a Pastoral Ministry
Course with Loyola and was starting to explore an
MA in Interreligious Dialogue. I was contacted within
avery short time from the university to say one



place had unexpectedly become available on the
course which was due to start the very next
week. Within the frantic process of enrolment,
I didn’t hear God’s voice, I only heard my own.
It was not until weeks later within the depths of
studying the relationship between Judaism and
Christianity that I recalled my own simple
explanation of hearing and responding to the
call of God ‘I don’t know —Ijust do’. I have just
finished that MA, however the entire process
has taken me on a new and exciting journey from
learning modern Hebrew to visiting Israel with
my husband Peter and writing a dissertation on
the Holocaust. Just this month I was visiting
Auschwitz and as I stood in the silence there,
God stilled my racing mind and provided me
the opportunity to listen — to listen to the
people who had suffered there and to listen to
God.Iam not exactly sure where that journey is
now taking me, however, I do know that He has
placed a passion in my heart for Jewish-Catholic
relationships and a desire to build upon the
many new opportunities both me and my
husband have been offered. Listening to and
engaging in conversation with God through
personal prayer gives me the additional
strength and thirst to listen to and converse
with those from different faiths through
Interreligious Dialogue. Perhaps it is this
mission that has always unknowingly
underpinned my journey of faith and brought
me to this very new and exciting adventure.

AsIbring this reflection to a close, I do it in the
midst of an unforeseen move from Northumberland
to Somerset as we follow the next steps of our
journey with God. As we intrepidly leave the
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comfort of our current church and Diocese and
step into the embracing arms of another I can but
only remember my teenage years when I was given
the clear insight that when God calls we have to
respond. We don’t always know why and we may
not always hear him clearly in the demanding nature
of life however we have been given the gift

of experiencing God’s presence amidst these
challenges and an innermost desire to respond.

‘For I know the plans I have for you’ declares the Lord,
‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give
you hope and a future’....Jeremiah 29:11

We look forward to meeting you all as we start
our new adventure in Somerset and to unravelling
the next part of our journey in faith as part of the
Clifton Diocese.

If you would like to explore Interreligious Dialogue
through the Interfaith Network for the United
Kingdom or the Dicastery for Interreligious
Dialogue here are two links:

interfaith.org.uk/ resources/dialo gue-
between-people-of-different-faiths-and-beliefs

vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-10/
pontiﬁcal—council—interreligious—dialogue-
cardinal-ayuso-inside.html

A book that I found invaluable for my studies

is ‘On Dialogue’ by David Bohm. Bohm was a
physicist and theorist and an internet or YouTube
search on him is well worth pursuing. However,
the above book is inspiring, widely available and a
fairly light read (144 pages).

chm.org/ content/ pope—francis—on—
interreligious—dialogue—foster—
respect-and-friendship/

[ risha



https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/dialogue-between-people-of-different-faiths-and-beliefs
https://www.interfaith.org.uk/resources/dialogue-between-people-of-different-faiths-and-beliefs
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-10/pontifical-council-interreligious-dialogue-cardinal-ayuso-inside.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-10/pontifical-council-interreligious-dialogue-cardinal-ayuso-inside.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2021-10/pontifical-council-interreligious-dialogue-cardinal-ayuso-inside.html
https://wccm.org/content/pope-francis-on-interreligious-dialogue-foster-respect-and-friendship/
https://wccm.org/content/pope-francis-on-interreligious-dialogue-foster-respect-and-friendship/
https://wccm.org/content/pope-francis-on-interreligious-dialogue-foster-respect-and-friendship/
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Fudl as a model for kusbands and fathers

The first theologian, the great evangelist, an inspiration
to converts, and a model of faith in the face of suffering.
Saint Paul the Apostle is a shining example to many within
the Church.

But is Paul also a model for husbands and fathers?

Paul’s advice for married couples is well known, but in the
person of Paul there is also a very specific role model for
the modern man seeking to succeed as husband and father.
This example can be gleaned through the example of Paul’s
own ministry, vocation, and his very life.

Ever since I converted to Catholicism as an adult, Paul has
been someone I admired but it’s only since I've become a
husband and prospective father that my devotion to the great
saint has blossomed. Why is this? Let me try to explain.

In his own words, Paul “poured” himself “out as a libation”

(terminology for a type of

temple sacrifice) for the lf
early Church (Philippians 2:17). Imitating Christ, he sacrificed himself on the :
altar, or “offering”, of the Church’s faith. He laid down his life so that God’s y
temple presence, his glory, might extend to the ends of the earth, that the Church

may welcome new sons and daughters into the covenantal family of God.
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How does this apply to a man’s role as a husband and father?

The Catholic family is the domestic Church and the husband’s role is to succeed
where Adam failed and lay down his life for his wife and for his family, guarding
the holy (and homely) sanctuary of this domestic Church.

If Paul, as a leader of the Church, can pour himself out as a libation for the early
Church, sacrificing his life so that the faithful may thrive as beloved sons and
daughters of the Ancient of Days, I, as a husband can (and must) learn to pour
myself out as a libation for the domestic Church.

When a man becomes a husband and father, his life, in a very particular way, is
no longer lived for himself. He lives for his children, he serves his wife, he leads
them in prayer and by example, he puts their hopes, dreams, and wellbeing above
his own. His role is to guard and protect the sanctuary of the domestic Church.



His job, fulfilling both his baptismal and fatherly priesthood, is to build up his family in faith, doing what
priests do, offering fatherly blessings, warding off the unholy, and offering sacrifice. His sacrifice is not the
burnt offerings of the patriarchs or Levitical priesthood, or the Eucharist of our Catholic priests, it’s the
sacrifice of his own life. It’s in this way that a husband and father can truly say, “It is no longer I who live, but
Christ who lives in me” (Galatians 2:20).

This is Paul’s language. This
was Paul’s mission. It’s not an
easy life. Far from it. Paul was
pushed to the very limit for the
Church (his family). His life,
his vocation, was impossible
apart from the grace of God.
It’s the same for us husbands
and fathers. It’s not easy but
thisis our vocation. It’s no walk
in the park but it’s a blessing if
we allow it to be. Trials abound
but this is the road to eternal
joy, for our families and for us.
“These are the trials through which we triumph” (Romans 8:37), as the Apostle puts it.

Sacrificing, even suffering, in this context, isn’t morbid or morose, for what we give up for our families
brings about a greater happiness. St Josemaria Escriva once put it this way: “Happiness has cross-shaped
roots”. Pouring ourselves out for our families means we can love God’s children as he loves them (John 15:12),
fulfilling our Lord’s great commandment.

With this in mind, we can follow in the footsteps
of Paul and accept those sacrifices (no matter how
big or small they may be), embracing them like
Thérese of Lisieux as the “greatest of all consola-
tions”. Helping our family, our children to grow in
holiness as Paul helped the emerging Church, al-
lows the glory of God to extend beyond the realms
of the homely sanctuary. In this way the original
design of God may be fulfilled; that his glory may
flow out from the garden sanctuary of Eden, the /
home of our first parents.
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In Paul we have been blessed with a wonderful
example. In those difficult moments, when we start
to look selfishly inward, we should instead look to |~ -
Paul - a vivid reflection of Christ - remembering

our duties and sacred responsibility to the Most High. We must ask for God’s strength and nourished by the
sacraments, learn to pour ourselves out as a libation for the domestic Church, for our families, on the altar of
their faith.

With Paul as our role model, let us pray and hope that we will be able to fulfill this holy vocation, and say along
with the Apostle at the end of our days, “As for me, I am already being poured out as a libation, and the time of
my departure has come. I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.”

(2 Timothy 4:6-7).

San
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Shinigp the Light of Charity

“You are the light of the world. A city built upon a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor would someone light a lamp and then
put it under a basket; rather, it is placed upon a lampstand so that it may afford light to all in the house. In the same way,
your light must shine so that it can be seen by others; this will enable them to observe your good works and give praise to your
Father in heaven.” Matthew 5:14-16

In Matthew’s Gospel, Jesus implores his disciples to be the light of the world, comparing them to a city on
a mountain that cannot be hidden. He urges them not to hide their light but to let it shine, illuminating the
surroundings and enabling others to witness their good works. This powerful message serves as an inspiration
to all of us active in our parishes, carrying out works of charity — whether through volunteering at food banks,
visiting prisons, helping the homeless, or visiting the lonely and isolated.

In our parishes, the light of charity often flickers quietly, unseen by the world. This is not due to a lack of good
works but rather a humble reluctance to boast about individual acts of kindness, echoing Jesus’ counsel to keep
our charitable deeds private. However, as a community, we sometimes overlook the collective impact of our
efforts and the transformative power we possess to make a positive change in the lives of others.

In Clifton Diocese, we have a wealth of charities and organisations to help those in our parishes. However, today
I'd like to draw your attention to the Saint Vincent de Paul Society (SVP). The SVP is a charity born out of a
commitment to translate faith into action. Established in Paris in 1833 by Frederic Ozanam and his companions,
the SVP has been a beacon of hope, embodying the teachings of Jesus and providing vital support to those in
need. So with this in mind, Id like to share with you just a small sample of work the Saint Vincent de Paul Society
(SVP) has carried out in Clifton Diocese over the last year:

Healing Masses at Taunton and Kingswood - The SVP groups from Taunton
and Kingswood helped organise healing masses. St George’s Taunton hosted its
second Healing Mass of the year with attendance by many housebound and elderly
parishioners. The service was followed by refreshments and an opportunity to
catch up with old friends. Some of those at the Mass had not been to Church
since the start of the pandemic. The healing mass at Our Lady of Lourdes,
Kingswood was well attended by twenty-five parishioners. It was so good to
see all the parishioners who came and those who had difficulty attending our
regular Sunday morning Mass. The parish social committee provided light
refreshments following Mass.
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Prison Outreach, Leyhill - The SVP group from SS Paul & Lawrence, Yate and
Chipping Sodbury have been visiting Leyhill Prison through Mass attendance. After
Mass, the group had coffee and biscuits and a chat with the prisoners. The group are
initially allowed to visit 3 times and after that, they have to go through formalities and
have a DBS check before they can visit again.

The Lord’s Larder, Chard - The Chard SVP group provides local support in the work
of “The Lord’s Larder”. This food bank is an initiative of Chard Churches Together and
was started as a result of a meeting in 2009 to provide support for people in need in the
local area. Initially, it began in a fairly small way with all the food donations coming from
the parishioners of the Churches and some anonymous donations of food and money
too. Every week, several of the SVP members pack the food bags going out, help with
the collection from the supermarkets and the sorting, date, and re-stocking of the food
donations.

Homeless Housing Help, Weston-super-Mare - The Clevedon Conference successfully
supported a homeless individual into a new apartment in Weston-Super-Mare. Thanks
to the generosity of donors and volunteers, the SVP was able to provide the individual
with essential furniture to make their new home comfortable. This is just one example
of how conferences provide an ongoing commitment to assisting those in need and
making a positive impact in the community. The referral originally came through via
the SVP website and was responded to quickly by the Conference.

Parish Communities and the Light Within - In the context of parish life, the SVP
plays a crucial role in fostering a sense of community and support. The society acts as
a bridge between those willing to serve and those in need, embodying the communal
aspect of our Faith. By organizing and participating in outreach programs, the SVP
brings the parish community together, allowing the light of charity to shine brightly.

The society offers practical assistance to individuals and families facing financial difficulties, providing them
with the essentials for a dignified life. From food and clothing drives to financial support for housing and utilities,
the society ensures that the light of charity not only illuminates the path but also provides warmth and sustenance
to those in the shadows.

Shine the Light of Charity in Your Parish

If you’re considering establishing your own parish group, know that the Saint Vincent de Paul Society stands
ready to offer support, guidance, and a wealth of expertise. Whether you’re embarking on this journey for the
first time or seeking to enhance an existing initiative, the SVP welcomes the opportunity to stand with you in
service and compassion. If you would like to find out more, please contact the Clifton Diocese Central Council
President, Matt Collins by email: presidentbo4@svp.org.uk or call 07813 563146.

Matt
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Here at the House of the Open Door Community
we have been dreaming of planting trees for
a while. What is it about planting trees that
makes everyone so happy and excited?
Perhaps it's the connection (a rather muddy
one) with nature, perhaps the fellowship and
community dimension of a tree project; or
maybe it is the fact that when we plant some-
thing small - a little sapling - that doesn't
mean much right now, it will grow and bear
fruit and make a difference to future generations.

There are many
trees on our
land already,
but we thought
we would love
to have a small

edible forest
in one of our
fields.  Lynda,

a member of
our community,
knew that the
Woodland trust
offer packages
of small trees
free to anyone
who has the
land, and can
plant them, with
free advice about the planting. So we took
this opportunity and applied for a package of
420 little saplings of hazel, elder, blackthorn,
crab apple, dogrose, and rowan. We planned
to use these to form a long hedge next to the
food forest that we are hoping for. The saplings
were due to arrive sometime in the first half of
November, and 18th November was decided
to be the day of planting.

We started preparing months before the event.
The very first question was where we would
place this row of trees (and potentially where
later on our food forest would grow). Through
both prayer and common sense, we eventually
decided on a stretch of land near our fruit and
vegetable plot. Our beehives are close as well,
and who knows, the bees might appreciate this
new growth when it comes to blossoming.

Then we needed to prepare the land and get
rid of brambles and weeds. Members of the
community led this work but we had a lot of help
from some lovely people, friends, and volunteers.
Our helpers always turned up exactly at the right
time (that must have been the Lord!).

Preparations were going well at first. The
weather forecast predicted rain like ‘cats and dogs’
but we were still hopeful! However, a day before
the planting, there was a real set back: the stretch
of land targeted for the tree planting was flooded
with water from an unknown source (we think either
groundwater or burst mains). We had to act quickly.
A small drainage ‘canal’ was immediately dug to
channel the water away further into the field, into
a small ‘pool’ at the end of the canal. A lot of water
had to be bucketed out of this by hand.

There was still water in this pool on the morning
of our planting day. So, while some of the group
started planting the saplings from one end, a



few other brave souls got hold of buckets and
wheelbarrows to transport more water away
from the most flooded part of the field. There
was a lot of mud everywhere, which was a big
bonus for the children involved!

One of the great gifts and miracles on the day
was that despite the dismal weather forecast,
it almost didn’t rain! And at the end of the
afternoon all 420 trees were in the ground, and
the area mostly mulched to prevent weeds from
growing the following year. This was all achieved
by 30 people - our community members, friends,
volunteers, and members of the local community
in and around Childswickham, both Christian
and non-Christian, and from several different
nationalities. We were so grateful to all who
came, and to the Lord that He had sent their help to us;
but also for the fellowship and new opportunities for
reaching out with the Gospel, and for the chance
to just share our lives with them in simplicity.

How does this all relate to the vision of HOD
community and our ministry? We have never
been here to create an institution, a famous
ministry, or only to offer and maintain a retreat
centre. Everything we do is aimed at people,
children of God. We want to be what the Lord
has called us to be and help others to follow
their own call as well. As Gaetana, the moderator
of our leadership team says: “"God is God of
our whole selves, not just a part, and He is
God of all creation. That's why we care about
the environment, that's why we are concerned
about food not being wasted, that's why we
carefully consider what our land should be
used for... that's why we plant trees! Young
saplings, almost nothing to our eyes right now,
but with love and care, they will become trees
of hope.”

www.houseoftheopendoor.or

www.facebook.com/houseoftheopendoor

www.youtube.com/@houseoftheopendoor

Sire

The House of the Open Door Community
Childswickham House,

Buckland Road, Childswickham,
Broadway, Worcs, WR12 7HH, UK
Landline: 01386 852084
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BISHOP OF CLIFTON

Deanery / Pastoral Area
St Aldhelm

Dean
Fr Michael McAndrew

St Oliver Plunkett

Dean
Canon Tom Finnegan

Blessed Richard Whiting

Dean
Fr Dominic Findlay-Wilson

St Edith of Wilton

Dean
Fr Anthony Paris

St Dunstan

Dean
Fr David Savoury

New Fastora

Areas
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Parishes

Our Lady of the Immaculate Conception

St Aldhelm's

St Michael's

St Thomas More's
Holy Family

Holy Rood

St Mary's

St Peter's

The Sacred Heart
St Joseph's

StJohn The Evangelist
Our Lady & St Alphege's
St Mary's

SS Peter & Paul

St Thomas More's

St Edmund's

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary

St Patrick's

St Catharine of Alexandria
St Anthony of Padua

St Joseph's

St Benedict's

St John the Baptist

English Martyrs

Our Lady Queen of the Apostles
Our Lady St Mary of Glastonbury
St Michael's

St Dunstan's

SS Joseph and Teresa

SS Luke and Teresa

The Holy Ghost

Christ the King
St Osmond's
The Sacred Heart
St George's

St Joseph's

Our Lady and the English Martyrs
St Stanislaus

Sacred Heart

St George's

St Teresa of Lisieux

St John Fisher

Corpus Christi

Our Lady of Lourdes

St Joseph's

Cathedral Church of SS Peter & Paul

Location

Devizes

Malmesbury

Tetbury

Marlborough

Swindon

Swindon

Swindon

Swindon

Royal Wootton Bassett
Wroughton

Bath

Bath

Bath

Bath

Bradford on Avon
Calne

Chippenham
Corsham

Frome

Melksham
Peasedown St John
Stratton-on-the-Fosse
Trowbridge

Chard

Cheddar
Glastonbury
Shepton Mallet
Somerton
Wells
Wincanton
Yeovil

Amesbury
Salisbury
Tisbury
Warminster

Bridgwater
Burnham-on-Sea
Dulverton

Minehead

Taunton

Taunton

Wellington
Weston-Super-Mare
Weston-SuperMare
Weston-Super-Mare

Clifton



5t Edmund of Abingdon

Dean
Fr Eugene Camphbell

St Alewander Briant

Dean
Fr Mtatt Anscombe

5t Kenelm

Dean
Fr Dawid bills

5t Wulstan

Dean
Fr Gary Brassington

ew Fastoral

Areas

DECLAN
BISHOP OF CLIFTON

Deanery [ Pastoral Ares

Parishes

5t Bonaventure's

5t Mary on the Quay
University Chaplaincy

St Nicholas

5t Augustine of Canterbury
5t Teresa of the Child Jesus
5t boseph

5t Antony’s

Cur Lady of Lourdes & 5t Bernadetta
5t Lawrenca's

5t Pauls

Our Lady of the Rosary
Haoly Family

5t Patrick

5t Bernard's

St Vincent de Paul

Sacred Heart

Sacred Heart

The Immiaculate Conception
5t Dunstan's

St Gerard Majella

Christ the King

5t Francis of Assis]

5t Joseph's

5t Bernadette

5t Fius

St Gregory The Great

Sacred Hearts of lesus and Mary
5t Thomias Maone, Cheltenbam
51 Catharine's

51 Peter's

5t Thamas of Canterbury

5t Bonet's

Our Lady and 5t Kenelm

51 Joseph's

5t Micholas

Our Lady of Perpetual Succour
Cur Lady of Wictories

5t Margaret Mary

St Dominic's

St Augustine of Canterbury
5t Peter's

5t Patrick's

Cur Lady of Lourdes

St loseph's

5t Joseph's

The Immaculate Conception
Chelst the King

Haly Cross

English Martyrs

The Annunciatben

17

Lacation

Bishopston
Eristol

Cliftan

Lawford's Gate
Dawniend

Filton

Fishponds
Henbury
Kingswood
Chipping Sodbury
Yate

Lawrance Weston
Parchway
Redfield
Shirehamgon
Southmead
Westbung-on-Trym

Chew Magna
Clevedan
Keynham
Enowle
Knowle West
Mailsea
Porishead
whitchurch
Withywood

Cheltenham
Charlton Kings
Chaltenham
Chipping Carmpden
Cirencaster
Fairford

Kamerton
Stow-on-the-Wald
Tewhkeshury
Winchcombe

Churchdowmn
Cinderford
Coleford
Dursiey
Matson
Gloucestar
Brockworth
Newent
ympsfiekd
Stonehoese
Stroud
Thormbury
‘Waotton-under-Edge
Tufibey
Woodchester
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Liturgical Diary 2024 available now -
order your copy on the diocesan website

Our highly-regarded publication
includes a full liturgical diary

(two pages to a week), short
hagiographies for all the saints
commemorated throughout the year,
pastoral guides for the celebration of
Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter.

Liturgical notes on the
commemoration of saints

included in the Universal Calendar/
Tables of Liturgical Observance /
weblinks.

i £6.50

Clifton Diocesan Directory 2024 -
order online now on our diocesan website

The Clifton Diocese Directory 2024
contains practical contact details.

Our book illustrates the wide range of
social and community activities that
involve the Catholic Church in the
West of England.

The directory is now in its 74th year
of publication.

£6.00



https://cliftondiocese.com/diocese/publications/
https://cliftondiocese.com/diocese/publications/

What we ve been up 2, .,

Diocesan Day - New Pastoral Areas

Saturday 7 October, over 200 delegates from the parishes of Clifton Diocese gathered with Bishop
Declan at St Bernadette’s School in Bristol for a day of formation and to explore how our 9 new Pastoral
Areas can collaborate and support one another. David Wells gave two talks, providing formation for the
spiritual listening conversations which followed to explore the questions of how we should be when
we come together, and what benefits the new pastoral areas offer to parishes. Canon Colin Mason
concluded the event by gathering the fruits that the different spiritual conversation groups fed back to
the whole delegation.

For the full list of the new Pastoral Areas see pages 16 & 17 or click on this link: Pastoral area list.
The Diocesan Day feedback can be found here.

We Are the People of God

Linking with the first Session of the Synod on Synodality in Rome (October 2023) we explored the
same themes through a series of webinars. For the series we welcomed: Bishop John Arnold; Dr
Gemma Simmonds CJ; Dr Greg Ryan; Jenny Sinclair & Fr Philip Inch. Each webinar focused on a dif-
ferent element of the work of the Synod. The videos from these five talks can be found here.

The Joy of the Gospel - The Joy of Catechesis

On Saturday 28 October nearly fifty people gathered at St John's in Trowbridge for a Catechists’
formation day with the Dominican Sisters of St Joseph. The sisters, Sr Hyacinthe, Sr Cooey, Sr Corina
and their postulant, Beverley travelled a quite circuitous route from the New Forest in Hampshire
to join us. During the day the Sisters explored several themes: the Vocation of the Catechist, the
integration of Catechesis in the Parish and Family, the formation of the Catechist and some ideas
about how to prepare a Catechetical session. More of the day can be found here.

Celebration of Marriage Mass at Clifton Cathedral

Bishop Declan invited all married couples and those engaged to be married from across the diocese
to a Celebration of Marriage Mass at Clifton Cathedral on Saturday 14 October. He celebrated the
Mass for couples and their families who came together to mark a combined total of 1703 years of
marriage! It is always a wonderful Mass at the Cathedral, and it was good to see so many of you there.

The Kingship of Christ: Responding to the Cry of the Earth

The Department of Adult Education ran a formation session on the Kingship of Christ, emphasizing
our call to care for our common home is rooted in Biblical understandings of kingship, and how
Catholic tradition over the centuries maintained and developed these roots to our own day, with
Pope Francis's explicit call to work to protect our common home. Taking care of our environment is
one way that we can live out our participation in Christ’s kingship (Lumen Gentium 31), and CAFOD’s
LiveSimply Award is a framework through which our communities can live out that participation.


https://cliftondiocese.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Deaneries-List-2023-V2.pdf
https://cliftondiocese.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Diocesan-Day-Feedback-booklet.pdf
https://cliftondiocese.com/synod/
https://cliftondiocese.com/news/the-joy-of-the-gospel-the-joy-of-catechesis-2/

Dates for the Diary VoLt R

Pilgrims of Hope: The 2025 Jubilee in Clifton

1 February (7:30-8:45pm). The Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation will
be hosting a livestream on the main Clifton Diocese webpage to introduce the Jubilee
Year Pilgrims of Hope. The livestream will give some context to the current three-year
journey to the 2025 jubilee and provide the background to current jubilees: how they
originated, their role in Scripture, and how jubilees have been used in the Church. It will
conclude by exploring the theme that Pope Francis chose for this jubilee, Pilgrims of
Hope, and how Clifton Diocese can journey together over the next few years.

Jubilee Year of 2025

On 11 February 2022, Pope Francis decreed that 2025 would be a Jubilee Year - Pilgrims
of Hope. In preparation for this yearlong celebration, the years preceding the Jubilee
were dedicated as well. 2023 was the Year of the Council and 2024 will be the Year of
Prayer. To enter into this three-year period, Clifton Diocese now has a brand new webpage
- www.cliftondiocese.com/jubilee - where you'll be able to find resources, information,
and upcoming events. On the 2023 page right now, we have our resources on the Four
Constitutions of the Second Vatican Council. We have introductions to each of the four
constitutions - Sacrosanctum Concilium, Dei Verbum, Lumen Gentium, and Gaudium et
Spes - along with reflection questions and links to videos by expert theologians to guide
you through the documents. The 2024 page - the Year of Prayer - will be updated regularly
over the next year, as on the First Sunday of Advent this year (3 December 2023) the Year
of Prayer formally begins. Check this page over the coming months to find resources on
deepening your prayer life. The 2025 page, for the Jubilee Year itself, has links to the
Jubilee 2025 (iubilaeum?2025.va) website itself. As we approach the 2025 Jubilee year,
more will come on this page.

Invited
God offers us a radical invitation but what does it mean to say yes? What does it mean to
be a Catholic? What do we believe and how to do we grow deeper in our Faith?

This twelve-week course will enable us to explore a variety of questions relating to
Catholic Teaching. This will take place at The Immaculate Conception, Beeches Green,
Stroud, GL5 4AA.

Who is Invited? This is a course for anyone who is interested in learning more about their
faith and passing it onto others. For a full outline of the course and to express your
interest, check out the diocesan website for details (week commencing 3 December) or
email us at catechist@cliftondiocese.com.

Cost of Full Course £50 or £5 per session. Journals: participants are encouraged to
bring a book for journalling - help will be given with how to do this. Sessions 7pm to
?9pm including time for refreshments.
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https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/lettera-di-papa-francesco.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025.html
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025/verso-il-giubileo/2024-anno-della-preghiera.html
https://cliftondiocese.com/jubilee/
https://www.iubilaeum2025.va/en/giubileo-2025.html

