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Called to be a People of Hope

The Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation seeks
to serve our diocesan community at all levels in living out this
invitation, serving the Church’s mission to evangelise and
to proclaim the Gospel. We are committed to encouraging
parishes in all they do to welcome others into the life of their
community as well as nurturing the faith and prayer of those
who seek to understand their faith in a deeper, richer way.

Welcome to ‘The Clifton Evangelist’ our twelfth
departmental newsletter. For this venture we would
like it to serve the Diocese of Clifton community as
effectively as possible. Our aim is that it is both a

The Team source of information and formation, engaging you,

Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation the people of our diocese, in sharing and growing
in our capacity to be faith-filled people, serving the

Sarah Adams wider community and proclaiming the Gospel.

Director of Adult Education and Evangelisation

Jason Charewicz
Caritas and Environmental Officer

Rich Williams

Adult Education and Evangelisation Administrator

If you're reading a hard copy and would like to read
online to make use of the hyperlinks, scan the QR
code below.

Follow this link for our department page. [ SSS——

Follow this link for the faith and formation page.
Follow this link for our future events (linktree).

Follow us on X E

Follow us on Instagram {EJ

Be our Facebook friend “
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“linvite all Christians, everywhere, at this moment,

to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,

or at least an openness to letting him encounter them;
| ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day”

Evangelii Gaudium 3



https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/adult-education/
https://cliftondiocese.com/faith-and-formation/
https://linktr.ee/cliftonevangelist
https://www.facebook.com/CliftonEvangelist
https://www.instagram.com/cliftonevangelist/
https://twitter.com/CliftonEvangel
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THE JUBILEE PRAYER

The Jubilee Prayer

Father in heaven,

may the faith you have given us

in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled

in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope

for the coming of your Kingdom.

May your grace transform us

into tireless cultivators of the seeds

of the Gospel.

May those seeds transform from within
both humanity and the whole cosmos
in the sure expectation

of a new heaven and a new earth,

when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,

your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,

a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread

the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.

To you our God, eternally blessed,

be glory and praise for ever.

Amen

lpa/ae Francis
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Beyond the Threshold
- creating safe spaces for
people to find out who we
are, what we believe and
what we're like!

A day for all! On Saturday
18 January we will explore
the key principles that we
need to employ before we
embark on any specific
programme of catechesis.

Our day at St Brendan’s
College, Brislington, will
start at 10am (9.30am
refreshments) and will

be led by International
Speaker and Author,
David Wells as our
keynote speaker. In
addition there will be a
series of workshops to
look at how we apply the
principles of creating a
safe space, enabling others
to know who we are, what
we believe and what we
are like!

To register for the day
please click on the
Eventbrite link on our
diocesan website:
cliftondiocese. com/newsA
beyond-the-threshold)]
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During this year’s Diocesan Day, Bishop Bosco gave us 10 practical and
meaningful ways to incorporate the theme of hope into our everyday
routines during this special year.

The Jubilee Year of Hope 2025 offers a unique opportunity for us to open our daily lives to
hope, a virtue that can transform our outlook and actions.

1. Embrace Daily Prayer and Reflection

Prayer is a cornerstone of the Jubilee Year. Pope Francis has emphasized the importance of
prayer in preparing for and celebrating the Jubilee. Set aside time each day for personal prayer
and reflection. Use this time to connect with God, express your hopes, and seek guidance.
Consider using the “Prayer Notebooks” that have been published during the Year of Prayer in 2024
to enrich your prayer life. There are also resources such as “Pray as you go”, “Divine Office” etc.

2. Participate in Pilgrimages

Pilgrimages are a powerful way to embody the theme of hope. You could travel to Rome to pass
through the Holy Doors of the major basilicas or join one of our own diocesan pilgrimages.
These journeys symbolize a physical and spiritual quest for renewal and grace. Pilgrimages can
be local or international, but the key is to undertake them with a spirit of hope and openness
to God's mercy.

3. Engage in Acts of Forgiveness

Forgiveness is intrinsically linked to hope. The Jubilee Year calls us to forgive others as we seek
forgiveness from God. Reflect on relationships that need healing and take steps to mend them.
Remember the parable of the Prodigal Son, where the father's forgiveness led to a joyous
reunion. By forgiving others, we open our hearts to hope and pave the way for a brighter future.

4. Practise Acts of Mercy

Hope is not just a feeling but an action. Engage in acts of mercy and kindness in your community.
Volunteer at local shelters, support those in need, and be a source of encouragement to others.
Helping a neighbour, or simply being kind, embody the spirit of the Jubilee by making the
world a bit brighter for someone else. These acts of mercy not only help others but also reinforce
your own hope and faith in humanity.



. .
f’ 5. Reflect on Scripture

Scripture is a wellspring of hope. Spend time reading and meditating
on passages that inspire hope and trust in God's promises. Back again to
Romans 5:2, “We rejoice in our hope of sharing the glory of God... and
hope does not disappoint us, because God's love has been poured into
our hearts through the Holy Spirit.” Let these words guide your thoughts
and actions throughout the Jubilee Year.

* Hope
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6. Foster Community and Fellowship

Hope thrives in community. Participate in parish activities, join prayer groups, and engage with
fellow believers. Sharing your journey with others can strengthen your hope and provide mutu-
al support. The Jubilee Year is an excellent time to build and nurture these connections.

7. Contemplate Creation

Take time to appreciate and care for God's creation. Whether it's a walk in the park, gardening,
or simply enjoying a sunset, these moments can fill you with hope and remind you of the beauty
and goodness in the world. Pope Francis encourages us to care for our common home as part
of our spiritual journey.

8. Seek Reconciliation

Make use of the Sacrament of Penance (Confession) to reconcile with God and renew your
spirit. This sacrament is a profound way to experience God's mercy and start anew. Regular
confession can help you maintain a hopeful and positive outlook on life.

9. Educate and Inspire Others
Share the message of hope with others. Whether through teaching, writing, or casual con-

versations, spread the Jubilee's theme of hope. Inspire others to join in the celebrations and
embrace the spirit of the Jubilee Year.

5

10. Live with Gratitude f . -
Cultivate an attitude of gratitude. Recognise and give thanks for the bless- o &
. . . . . -
ings in your life, no matter how small. Gratitude fosters hope by focusing &
on the positive aspects of life and acknowledging God's presence in our PrLGR

daily experiences.
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Many, if not all of us, will be familiar with the story
of Samuel, the young boy, who was sleeping in
the Temple when he was called to his ministry.
Samuel heard a voice but did not recognise it as
coming from God. Three times the Lord called
him but it is Eli, the Priest of the Temple who first
understands thatitis God calling Samuel and tells
him to go back to sleep and when he hears the
voice again, to respond with the words. “Speak
Lord, your servant is listening.” And so, Samuel
went back to sleep and the Lord called, ‘Samuel,
Samuel!” This time Samuel answered as Eli had
told him, “Speak, for your servant is listening.’

When we do not expect the Lord to speak
to us, we will not recognise his voice when
it resonates with us. We look for more familiar
voices and there are plenty of those clamour-
ing for our attention. The cacophony of noise
in our midst can cause us to feel confused and
bewildered. Sometimes listening to the inner
voice can become the convincing voice - the
one which is easiest to follow. It can be a loud
voice, which sounds authoritative, to which we
feel we must respond regardless of its authen-
ticity. Learning to listen and discern God'’s voice
takes time but it is the only way we will be ready
to respond to any invitation that God offers us.

The invitation to listen and to discern the voice
of God lies at the heart of the synodal journey
which Pope Francis has invited us to make as a
Church. We are, as our own diocesan synodal
synthesis expresses, to ’listen with the heart.
This synodal journey is not and never was a one-
off event. The meetings which we have held in
our parishes and around the diocese were not
meant to stop - rather the synodal journey is one
which invites us to grow as a listening people,
sharing, listening, and discerning the movement
of the Holy Spirit who resides in each and every-

Synodallty ix the
Advent Liturpy

one of us by virtue of our baptism. For many this is
a completely new experience, a new way of being
Church and, of course, it will take time to embed
as a way of being with one another, accompany-
ing one another to live out our call to proclaim the
Gospel.

The season of Advent is a wonderful opportunity for
us to grow in our capacity to listen. As the season of
‘waiting’ we are encouraged to, and invited to a
fresh interior listening, a perpetual silent night of
waiting for the Lord. How hard it can be, in the
busyness of our lives, to make space for some
‘silent night’ time as a way of preparing for the
most sacred of silent nights. Silence before the
Lord is a great act of trust and love. It disciplines
the heart and assumes that what | have to say is
never going to be more important than what God
has to say. It is why, when we listen to each other,
our starting point is to honour God'’s presence in
the other.

Central to the Advent season is the figure of Mary,
the listener par excellence. Mary's listening is
what we might call ‘deep listening’. There is noth-
ing superficial or simple about her listening,
despite her young age. Mary listens with attention,
her open and warm heart is welcoming, attentive
and available to God. She may initially be fearful, but
with great humility she listens to God, perceiving the
greatness of the Most High. Mary ponders things
in her heart, constantly alert to what is happening
around her, seeking to understand. In her great
Magnificat, Mary glorifies God, recognising God's
greatness and her own humbleness but also in her



prayer, Mary encounters the truth of God about
her: “They will call me blessed”, not because of
her, but because of the great things that God has
done in her. In the Gospel of Luke, Mary allows
God to talk to her and this word penetrates her
heart with an interior richness that is only grown
in silence and contemplation.

Our experience of Zechariah is quite different
but, nonetheless like Mary he can guide us in
our desire to deepen our capacity for listening
with the heart. When we encounter Zechariah,
the husband of Elizabeth, he is performing
his liturgical duties in the Holy of Holies, burning
the incense and offering prayers to God. Along
with the traditional prayers for the day, he sends
up his own prayer, the prayer of his heart and
the hunger of his soul. It is a prayer which he has
prayed a thousand times over, but he does not
expect much to happen. It is his way of dealing
with the disappointment of being childless. On
the occasion we meet him, he is in the middle of
this prayer when an angel appears and says. “Your
prayer is heard.” Zechariah is astounded because
although he has been praying constantly, it has
been without much conviction or expectation.

cfy/(m’a//l‘y m Che
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When God intervenes in his life, instead of being
full of joy he reacts with fear and disbelief. De-
spite what the angel says, Zechariah remains un-
sure and questions the angel, “"How can | be
sure? My wife and | are very old.”. The angel
replies, "l am Gabriel, who stands in the presence
of God.” Gabriel might just have said, God has
sent me. How dare you argue with me?” For Zech-
ariah, his courage seems to fail him at this most
precious moment - instead of listening to the
voice of God, he seems to be hearing the voice of
his own fear - this news is too good to be true, so
he cannot believe it. While he had the courage to
whisper the prayer of his heart, the life-changing
moment that came to him, was overwhelming
and he could not accept it - he could not trust
that nothing is impossible for God. The result -
he loses his capacity to speak and is left to pon-
der his own vulnerability until Elizabeth gives birth
and names the baby John.

How much can we relate to Zechariah? Do we also
pray but half-heartedly, not really believing that
what we desire from the depths of our heart, can be
met? Do we make that space in ourselves to truly
allow God to enter our life and change it? How
often do we pray expecting God to answer? How
often do we feel so familiar with a prayer or piece
of scripture or the Mass that we don’t think to take it
seriously? If God said to you, “Your prayer has been
heard,” what would that mean for you? What is the
“too good to be true” news in your life?

Becoming a listening Church starts with each one
of us developing our personal capacity to pray and to
invite God into our lives. When we pray with others,
it is about believing that the Holy Spirit is with us
always. God is always there. We can be open, wel-
coming and humble with one another or we can be
anxious and unsure, but God is there, just as God is
there with Mary and Zechariah. This Advent, let it be
a season of silent night listening for us.
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The diocesan day was beautifully set up so as
to inspire and form us for the up-coming Jubilee
year. The title of the day comes from Spes Non
Confundit, the Papal Bull of Indiction for the
Ordinary Jubilee in 2025. Pope Francis has
decreed that the theme will be “Pilgrims of
Hope”, and indeed our own diocesan motto
has been ‘A people of hope’ for many years - a
quote from the Prophet Jeremiah.

The day's talks and schedule had a twofold
purpose: firstly to guide our thinking into what
hope means to us as Catholics, and secondly
to lead us to into active planning for how we,
as Parish communities, might further deep-
en our spirituality within the context of hope
during the year. The format of the day was well
rounded -the talks complemented by Mass,
shared lunch, a workshop and a Catholic fair.

Canon Christopher Thomas, the General
Secretary for the Catholic Bishops' Conference
of England & Wales, was our main speaker. He
began by illustrating the challenge highlight-
ed by the Gospel story of the calming of the
sea - to choose fear (by staying in hopeless-
ness) or to choose hope, through Jesus.

t%/ﬂe Does Mot
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Faith and Hope, he explained, are intimately
entwined. Hope as a theological virtue is a
confident expectation; an elevation of will by
Grace. Faith is assurance of things hoped for.
Faith and reason, Hope and will lead together
to Love.

Building on this, he elaborated on three well-
known biblical characters as Pilgrims of Hope:
Abraham, Mary Magdalene and the Emmaus
Pair. All three experience a great movement
from despair to hope.

The discourse on the three biblical pilgrims of
hope dove-tailed brilliantly into the second talk:
Dr. Phil McCarthy's presentation on practical
pilgrimage as an expression of active hope. His
aim is to promote walking pilgrimages from the
Diocesan Cathedrals to their shrine or shrines,
and his own experience and enthusiasm were
a powerful inspiration. He described walking
pilgrimages as opportunities to deepen faith,
having been inspired by Pope Francis’ address
on January 21st 2016, during which he said:
"“Whoever they may be — young or old, rich or
poor, sick and troubled or curious tourists — let
them find due welcome, because in every person
there is a heart in search of God, at times with-

out being fully aware of it.” - %
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After describing the benefits of walking
pilgrimages, he then noted the other aspect
of pilgrimage: our opportunity to provide
welcome and hospitality at the church for
pilgrims. He mentioned that there would be
local pilgrimages in Clifton during the year
of Jubilee. Dr. McCarthy explained how these
are both metaphorical and actual opened
barriers: places to put down our rucksack of
burdens and enjoy oneness with God.

During the day, we were invited to break into
small groups so as to discuss and share how
we saw our Parishes actively participating in
the Jubilee year within the context of Hope.
The feedback from the various groups was
rich and varied; ideas ranged from organis-
ing walking/visiting between neighbouring
churches, welcoming pilgrims at churches,
hosting outreach events and exploring ways
of enabling churches within a pastoral area to

come together. "
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Bishop Bosco also joined us for the day and
concluded with a warm and very encouraging talk
centred on core Catholic attitudes - including for-
giveness, gratitude, humility and perseverance.
His wisdom and insight was the cherry on the
cake of a very informative and instructive day.

To add to the breadth and creativity of the day,
the organisers had created a fair with some
stands representing different organisations:

e (Catholic Seasons (a mobile and online shop
selling Catholic liturgical living products
www.catholicseasons.com/),

CAFOD (cafod.org.uk/),

The Laudate Si movement (a society dedicated
to promoting careful stewardship of God's
creation laudatosimovement.org/)

e The St.Vincent de Paul society svp.org.uk/.

Our considerable thanks go to Sarah, Jason and
Richard for a fabulous Diocesan day; creatively
put together, meticulously led, inspiring and
formative. As Canon Christopher explained: the
Jubilee year isn't about us, it's about God walking
with us on our pilgrimage of hope.

FPeter & Athena £ aya/&’

www.catholicseasons.com

DIOCESAN DAY

JLUBILEE - PILGRIMS OF HODPE
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In this season of Advent as we travel towards the birth of Christ, Fleur Dorrell explores the nature of travel
and some key journeys in the Bible to help us navigate our own lives.

On the move

Our biblical brothers and sisters rarely stayed in one place. Adam and Eve, expelled from Eden like
naughty teenagers according to St Irenaeus, moved on to create a new way of life. Noah's descendants
migrated from Mount Ararat to Babel in Genesis 11:1-9. Abraham is called "Abraham the Hebrew” in
Genesis 14:13, which is the first time that the word Hebrew is used in the Bible. The root letters mean
to cross over or pass through. Abraham came from the other side of the river. He and his family had
travelled from close to the river Euphrates, crossed over into Haran, and then God called him back over
the river again to the land which we now call Israel. So God had commanded Abraham and Sarah to
move from Ur to Canaan, down to Egypt and back again in Genesis 12. Isaac, Rebekah and Jacob moved
to and from Beersheba, Haran, Bethel and the Transjordan in Genesis 24. Jacob’s son Joseph was sold by
his brothers into slavery and taken to Egypt in Genesis 37.

Therefore, the word ‘Hebrew’ means a person who travels, and as we know, the emerging group of
Hebrews later called the ‘Israelites’ travelled for 40 years before they were liberated. Moses himself was a
traveller, abandoned as a baby and left to drift along the river he is rescued by Pharaoh’s daughter. Then
when Moses obeys God's order and leads the people through the Red Sea onto dry land, he again
travels through water to safety. The word Moses in Hebrew means to be ‘drawn out’ so Moses fulfils his
own name as a child and as an adult.

The prophet Jonah ends up travelling to Nineveh in a whale because he disobeyed God by trying
to board a ship in the opposite direction. While Ruth and her mother-in-law, Naomi, leave Moab for
Bethlehem due to the death of Ruth’s husband and a famine. All these people embarked upon unexpected
but transformative journeys leading them to a new relationship with God and to a new freedom.

Fight or flight

Saul, David and Solomon travel as part of their divine commission and to start or avoid another battle. The
Queen of Sheba travels to Jerusalem with a large caravan of camels carrying gold, spices, and precious
stones to test King Solomon's wisdom. Yet Solomon’s wisdom does not always extend to human justice. The
conscripted army and trafficked slave labour that he uses to build the Temple were predominantly made
up of people who were forced to travel for work and were underpaid to maximise his wealth. How tragically
similar is the plight of millions today seeking sanctuary and employment under oppressive regimes.

Most of the major and minor prophets travelled to preach what the Lord had commanded. Sometimes
they even travelled to escape death, such as when Elijah flees from Jezebel, wife of Ahab. He flees up
Mount Horeb where God protects him, and later runs to Beersheba when his life is still in danger. In 2
Kings 5, Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, travels from Syria to Samaria to be healed
by the God of Israel. People from outside of Israel who come to faith in the Hebrew God become important
witnesses to the global nature of the faith, culminating in the wise men from the east at Jesus’ birth.

Once again we see how journeys shape the Old Testament as it deals with the Israelites in Exile and return
from Exile at two different times before Jesus is born.
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In the New Testament we know that Mary makes her first important journey to see her cousin Elizabeth
when they are both pregnant, recounted in Luke's Gospel. The Magnificat song that emerges out of this
family catch up has become a prophetic poem focusing on the physical and spiritual journey from suffering
to deliverance through Jesus Christ.

Also in Luke's gospel, Mary and Joseph have to travel from Nazareth to Bethlehem while Mary is heavily
pregnant because Caesar Augustus decreed that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world.
After Mary gives birth, they are soon on the move again and forced to flee to Egypt to avoid Jesus being
killed. Although they will eventually settle down again in Nazareth, the beginning of Jesus’ journey to the
cross has already begun.

Transitions of place and faith

Throughout the Bible, we see that journeys, people, places and God are always inter-connected. This
relationship is as much about identity as it is about the purpose of the journey, about lived experience as
well as salvation. To show exactly how people related to God and to each other, our biblical writers used
the concept of journeying and places to convey both geographical and theological meanings.

The Old Testament places carried a significance in their own right and in their relationship to the
New Testament. The Garden of Eden in Genesis 2:8 is the focal point of creation and the Jerusalem
Temple in 1 Kings 5-9 will become the focal point of worship. Both the garden and the Temple be-
come compromised by humanity, yet when they are restored in Christ, Eden becomes a new paradise in
Luke 23:43 and the Temple becomes Jesus' body in Matthew 24:2. Jesus becomes the second Adam in
Romans 5:12-25 and points towards a new Jerusalem at the end time in Revelation 21:1-27.

Moses leads the Israelites through the Red Sea to safety from Egyptian oppression in Exodus 14:19-31
and Joshua and his spies cross the river Jordan in Joshua 1:1-3; 3:1-17 with the divine protection of the
Ark of the Covenant. These two epic journeys mark a transition both in place and faith and anticipate
the coming of Christ. Paul connects the Red Sea with Christian baptism in 1 Corinthians 10:1-5 and
the Jordan is where John the Baptist baptises many people including Jesus in all four gospels (Matthew
3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22 and John 1:25-34). The sea and the river become symbols of physical
and spiritual freedom in both Testaments.

Gospel journeys of Jesus

The gospel narratives are generally structured around different geographical places. The main locations
for Jesus’ ministry were Galilee in the north and Judea in the south including some activities taking place
in areas such as Perea (east of the Jordan) and Samaria (west of the Jordan).

Galilean ministry

Jesus' adult ministry begins with his baptism in the Jordan before he returns to Galilee and preaches in
the synagogue at Capernaum. He meets his first disciples near the Sea of Galilee and continues his Gali-
lean ministry with key events such as the Sermon on the Mount including the Beatitudes.

Jesus' itinerant ministry sets a profound example as Luke 13:22 states, 'He went on his way through towns
and villages, teaching and journeying toward Jerusalem.’

His purposeful travel encompassed teaching, healing, and reaching various communities, illustrating that
journeying can be a means of spreading wisdom and compassion.

Luke's gospel presents Jesus' life through a series of journeys he must make culminating with the journey
to Emmaus and the revelation of his divinity in the post resurrection fellowship meal.
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Journeys beyond Galilee

Four key events occur that slowly begin to reveal Jesus' true identity to his followers which are his
meeting with: Martha in Bethany, the woman at the well in Samaria, Peter in Caesarea Philippi who all
proclaim Jesus as the Messiah.

Then on Mount Hermon Jesus is transfigured before some of the disciples.

The rest of the narratives then deal mainly with Jesus' final journey to Jerusalem as he returns to the area
where he was baptized.

Final week in Jerusalem

Jesus' final ministry begins with his entry into Jerusalem after raising Lazarus from the dead in Bethany.
And ends with his crucifixion at Golgotha, close to the holy city - the heart of both Jewish worship and
Roman occupation.

Post-Resurrection appearances
The accounts of Jesus' various resurrection appearances to Mary Magdalene, the disciples and others, all
take place in Judea and the Galilee area.

Acts of the Apostles

Once the Great Commission has been given, Acts is the account of those earliest missionary journeys.
God’s Word is to be spread to all nations and all peoples, and Philip follows this command by going to
Samaria in Acts 8:5. Saul is converted on the road to Damascus where he had travelled from Jerusalem
to attack the Jesus movement in Acts 9. In Acts 11:19-26 Barnabas goes out from Jerusalem to plant a
church in Antioch, but Stephen is killed travelling to Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch preaching the Good
News.

In Acts 16:13 Paul and his companions sought places of prayer by the river, showing travel as an
opportunity for spiritual reflection and bonding with fellow believers. In Acts 8:26-40, Philip has a profound
encounter with an Ethiopian eunuch under the authority of Queen Candace while travelling for work. The
eunuch is so determined to understand the Scriptures and express his faith, that as soon as he sees water
along the road, he asks Philip to baptize him and rejoices in his new-found faith.

Paul's Missionary Journeys

The Apostle Paul's travels are among the most documented and significant journeys in the New
Testament. In Romans 15:24, he writes: 'l hope to see you in passing as | go to Spain, and to be helped on
my journey there by you, once | have enjoyed your company for a while.’

In 2 Corinthians 11:26, Paul recounts the dangers he faced during his journeys: Three times | was beaten
with rods. Once | was stoned. Three times | was shipwrecked; a night and a day | was adrift at sea; 26 on
frequent journeys, in danger from rivers, danger from robbers, danger from my own people, danger from
Gentiles, danger in the city, danger in the wilderness, danger at sea, danger from false brothers; 27 in toil
and hardship, through many a sleepless night, in hunger and thirst, often without food, in cold and
exposure.

This highlights the hardships and perils that come with fulfilling the divine mission and the need
for faith, persistence and resilience in the face of adversity. The Bible emphasises the importance
of companionship and divine guidance during travels to protect those who have a role in God’s plan.
The significance of this divine direction in biblical journeys and trusting in a higher authority despite
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uncertainties is evident in the Book of Tobit. The young Tobias is accompanied by the Archangel Raphael
in disguise throughout his journey to retrieve his father's money safely, marry his kinswoman Sarah to
reconcile their family lines, and restore his father’s eyesight.

Spiritual Implications of travel

Travelling in Scripture also leads to personal growth through mistakes and redemption. In Luke 15:13, the
Parable of the Prodigal Son tells us: ‘Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took a
journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in reckless living.’

This journey, though initially marked by wastefulness, ultimately leads to repentance and reconciliation. It
captures the essence of human error and its consequences, and the possibility of return and forgiveness.
While the Parable of the Good Samaritan tells us that travelling could be dangerous as a person was left
for dead until the Samaritan took pity on him. A similar transformation occurs to Jacob when he decides
to take a nap on route to Haran and dreams about angels on a ladder to heaven. The same concept of
journey is used figuratively in the Bible to talk about our way of life and our faith. Noah, Abraham and
Isaac walked faithfully with God in Genesis 6:9 and 48:15. The people of Israel were told to walk in
obedience to God in Joshua 22:5. Proverbs instructs us how to walk, to conduct our lives well. And the
New Testament tells us we are to walk by faith in 2 Corinthians 5:7.

Jesus challenges the idea that travelling to the Temple and the shrines should be the normal centres
of divine encounter. He places true devotion within the heart of the believer, re-defining the old under-
standings of God, place and praise in one spectacular move with the Samaritan woman at the well in
John 4:4-30. The holy place is no longer external but within the heart of a person. The sacred and the
secular are separate no more, and God is no longer apart from creation.

The Bible's treatment of travel is multi-dimensional, exploring themes of mission, adversity, transfor-
mation, and divine companionship. By reflecting on biblical passages related to journeys, we can find
deeper meaning and insights in our own physical and spiritual journeys. Embracing the lessons of
perseverance, faith, and openness to divine guidance, every journey can become an act of spiritual
discovery and growth. It becomes a pilgrimage.

The Church draws life not from herself but from the Gospel, and from the Gospel she discovers ever
anew the direction for her journey (Verbum Domini, Part 2: 51).

(e

Fleur Dorrell is Biblical Apostolate Manager at the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England & Wales,
and the national co-ordinator of the God who Speaks - www.godwhospeaks.uk
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Paul is a parishioner at St Mary's on the Quay who went on a solo walking pilgrimage to Canterbury.
As the upcoming Jubilee Year is focused on Pilgrims of Hope, we sat down with Paul to discuss his ex-
perience and learn how the act of going on pilgrimage has transformed him and deepened his faith.
Whether or not we go on a walking pilgrimage like Paul’'s, we hope that that his experiences can help
inform our personal pilgrimages - whatever shape they take - during the 2025 Jubilee year. This inter-
view has been edited for length and clarity.

JASON
You were received into the Church this past Easter. What led you to make that choice?

PAUL

| was raised Protestant, wandered away for a few years and then sort of hit a crisis point and realised |
need to need to do something. Returning to the faith, | looked at the various options and the different
competing claims, and | found the Catholic claim the most compelling. The history of it compelled
me the most. | just felt like the Catholic claim clicked and made the most sense. | went to Saint Mary
on the Quay because it was the closest Catholic Church to where | live. And they had an RCIA course.
So | joined that in December. It was very interesting there to see different people coming from differ-

ent backgrounds coming to the faith together and to see the different ways people felt drawn to the
faith.

JASON

The second or third time | met you somebody made a
comment that you had gone on a pilgrimage. Could
you describe that pilgrimage?

PAUL

| went on a pilgrimage to Canterbury. | started in Bristol
and walked to Canterbury, which Google Maps says
is 210 miles. | got lost a few times along the way so it
was a bit more than that. | had felt called for a while
to go on pilgrimage. | felt a general calling to do it
and | couldn’t exactly put my finger on what it was at
the time when | set out, what it was that really made
me want to want to go. It was something difficult like
I've never done anything like that before. One day
is as much walking as I've done, and this took ten. |
wanted to go and do something big and something
that it was beyond my comfort zone. And there was
an element of faith in setting out on that road. During
the pilgrimage | realized the reason that | was doing
it. | was asked, “Why are you doing this? Is it a pilgrim-
age or is it just a long walk?” | said it's definitely a
pilgrimage because while | like walking and hiking up mountains with my family and things like
that - | enjoy walking and spending a long time going and climbing a mountain or wherever - but
[the pilgrimage] was about using my talents for the glory of God. There was that goal at the end.
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I'd done some planning, not as much as | perhaps should have done. There was an aspect of faith [in]
trusting going out on that road. | would not have made it were it not for my faith. There were so many
countless times along the way where things just fit together perfectly. Over the whole course of the
journey, | really felt a sense of God's Providence in his, his hand over me.

JASON
Those kind of large walking pilgrimages always sound great in theory but complicated in practice.
Where do you sleep? Where do you eat?

PAUL

| thought about planning it beforehand, but struggled. | hadn't really done walks on the scale beforehand.
| knew | could walk 30-ish miles in a day, but | wasn't sure whether | could keep that up over the course of
the whole thing. So | couldn't really book places to stay beforehand because | didn't know if | would make
it. Eating was surprisingly OK eating because there are lots of towns scattered across the place.

Water | did run out of a few times and that was not pleasant because [the weather] was lovely. Not so
much when you run out of water though. The thing about water is that it's heavy, so you have to either
choose to carry more than you need or risk going thirsty. It was 10 nights in total, and sleeping was the
main issue. Often when | ended up stopping for the day when it got dark, | wasn't in a town, so | just
slept [wherever] was convenient. It was never uncomfortable to sleep on the grass - | found it was more
the cold because despite it being warm during the day, it did get cold at night. So of the 10 nights in
total, | got proper sleep on three of them. Once in a hotel and once in an inn, then in Salisbury there
was a priest who let me stay for the night, which was much appreciated. [It was hard on my feet] be-
cause when | was sleeping outside, | couldn’t take my shoes off, whether they were overheating and
sweaty or if they were cold and wet. Most of the nights otherwise | was getting about two to three hours
sleep because I'd go to sleep and I'd wake up shivering, but it would be dark so | couldn’t keep walking.
Otherwise I'd get wonderfully lost. | made the wrong choice of not taking like a sleeping bag or a tent.
| just sleptin my jacket. If | did it again, there are lots of things that | would do differently, but in a way
they would diminish the pilgrimage. | wouldn't suffer anywhere near as much as | did. | think that’s an
important aspect of pilgrimage.

JASON
What was the most difficult or challenging part of the pilgrimage?

PAUL

There were a few. I'm not sure if | could say there was one specific thing that was the biggest obstacle,
but there were a few and there was a bit of overlap. So four things I'll go for. Lack of sleep was one. |
got lost a fair few times. | didn't take a phone or any electronic devices with me. | had some printed
out maps that were a bit too zoomed out, so | had a general gist of where | was going. | followed
paths, | followed cycle tracks down to Winchester and then piles up from them. | got lost pretty much
every day, sometimes worse than others. You can’t walk through Longleat on foot, which | wasn't
aware of beforehand, so don't [try to] do that. Also one [struggle] which | didn't really expect was
the mental and a spiritual difficulty of the pilgrimage. I'd expected the physical difficulties, the pain,
the lack of amenities, but there weren't many people to talk to, which compounded getting lost and
made me feel more despair. And then as with all mental things, lack of sleep is not helpful. There were
periods through throughout each day where I'd feel a sense of despair and [wonder] what's the point
of all this? Struggling through that was hard. But at no point did | think | should turn around. | knew |
could probably make it to the end, but it was not comfortable.



JASON
How did you get through those moments of despair?

PAUL

There were moments of Providence - for example, | ran into a group of three women and we were
walking about the same speed and we ended up walking for 10 miles in the same way. And that was
really helpful. | needed that companionship. That really showed me what was lacking. Prayer also was
very, very important. | found it helpful in both this spiritual and the physical senses. | would pray the
Divine Office, so I'd take breaks at each of the hours through the day. It was a helpful reminder for
me to stop, sit down, take a rest, eat some food and pray and sort of rejuvenate. Having those regular
breaks was helpful. One thing that happened enough times that I'm very confident it wasn't a coinci-
dence was that | would get lost and then | would start praying the rosary. | would finish the rosary and
then I'd find the next sign [to get back on the right direction]. It happened a few times. And | felt very,
very touched by that. Prayer was the most helpful for combating despair.

JASON
Could you share one particularly joyful mo-
ment from the pilgrimage?

PAUL

| mean, finding the way when | was lost
tended to be the most joyful. There was a
moment when | felt a sense of Providence the
most. It was actually on the way back. | got to
Canterbury on a Wednesday and | had a fool-
ishly not booked [enough time] off on annual
leave. So | needed to be back for work the
next day. It was two trains and then a coach from London and it was quite late in the evening. I'd got-
ten the first train and then the connection going up to London was delayed indefinitely for unknown
reasons. There were a few other people there who got the same connecting train with me. And we're
at the platform. And I'm worried because | don’t know when the last coach from London leaves. Sud-
denly the train turns up and | get on the train and it's going directly to London Victoria. It's skipping
all the stops in the middle, going there as quickly as possible. None of the other people there got
on the train. They all had to get the intervening buses. It's just me and the driver on this six carriages
train. And it goes immediately to where | need it to go. | felt a sense of awe. | felt like this train has one
purpose and it's getting me to where | need to go. When | did get to London, | purchased the last
ticket on the 9:30 [pm] coach. Lots of things on the way back fit together perfectly.

JASON
What was it like when you got to Canterbury?

PAUL

Reaching Canterbury was pretty joyful because I'd run out of water. And it was [also] my goal. There
were a few stages where | was a little uncertain about halfway along whether I'd make it and | had
enough time. But | made it to Canterbury, it was sunny, there were loads of people out. | got an ice
cream and drank 2 litres of water immediately. It was a little busier than | expected, but for good rea-
son. It's a beautiful city. There was one interesting experience there. | didn't really talk to anyone in
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Canterbury because | was only there for a few hours. While | was sitting, eating my ice cream, some
Mormon missionaries approached me, which | was not expecting. I'd never spoken to [Mormon mis-
sionaries] before, but they came out of the blue and | was like, OK, guess we're doing this now. And
yeah, so we had a nice chat for half an hour about church history and Apostolic succession. It was un-
expected, but worthwhile and enjoyable. Canterbury itself was beautiful. | saw the ruins of the Abbey
for Saint Augustine of Canterbury. It was one of the reasons | wanted to go there. | have a devotion to
Saint Augustine of Canterbury and his bringing the faith to the English.

JASON
What do you think the most significant fruit from the whole experience will be?

PAUL
| made it by the grace of God. It was a big thing, and | haven’t done big things before in my life. [With]
faith big things are possible. They can seem difficult, but they can be worthwhile, despite the suffering
along the way to reach a worthwhile goal. | know [now] that | could struggle and suffer for 10 days in
order to fulfil a goal. It's a good that will lead to other goods as well. A secondary fruit that's come out so
far, is that just being able to talk to people about
it is is good. It's a good opportunity to share the
faith. When people at work say, oh, what are you
doing for two weeks, Paul? | say, “I'm going on a
pilgrimage to Canterbury” and [l get to] tell peo-
ple about that. It's a good way of telling people
about God's Providence.

JASON

| was thinking that when you mentioned that
you spoke to the two Mormon missionaries.
Pilgrimage is something profoundly evangelical, both the visibility of walking and sharing our
experience with.

PAUL

The way | was raised, when | think of evangelism what springs to mind is telling people about the good
news. But [a pilgrimage is] a way of living the good news, showing as well as telling. I've really appreci-
ated that about the faith. It's good if we have things to talk about and ways to show [how] the faith has
changed us.

JASON
Last question - is there anything else you'd like to say?

PAUL

| would just encourage people to give pilgrimage a go. | know we had the talk at the diocesan day. [Your
pilgrimage] doesn’t have to be 200 miles. And a bit of suffering is good. Too much can be detrimental.
And doing it as a as a group, | think would be more beneficial. | would like to do more in the future.




THE MFPACT OF STAINED GLASS WINDOW DEDICATED 70
BLESSED CARLD ACATIS

St Aldhelm’s in Malmesbury is proud to be the first parish in the country to feature a stained glass win-
dow dedicated to Blessed Carlo Acutis. Known as “The Millennial Saint,” Carlo was just 15 when he
died of Leukaemia, but this young computer programmer has left a powerful legacy that continues
to inspire young people around the world.

Carlo was a devout child with a deep love for the Blessed Sacrament and the Rosary. He rarely missed
an opportunity to attend daily Mass, and his dedication and faith continue to inspire thousands of
young people worldwide.

Although notyet canonised, London-born Carlo can be venerated in a church with special permission
from the local diocese after being declared Blessed. With this aim in mind, permission was obtained
to erect this window in 2022. Excitingly, the second miracle attributed to Carlo has been approved,
paving the way for his canonization, with the date yet to be decided.

In this article, we explore how this window has inspired so many people, both young and old, and
garnered special attention in the media over the past two years.

Famiglia Cristiana, 8 January 2023

The Window was featured in Famiglia Cristiana (Issue no. 2, 8 January 2023), in an article by Silvia
Guzzetti. Famiglia Cristiana (meaning The Christian Family in English) is an Italian weekly magazine
published in Alba, Italy, and has been in circulation since 1931.

The three-page article highlighted that the window was installed in 2022, and it has since attracted
numerous visitors. People are impressed by the window and often inquire about the story of Blessed
Carlo. The article noted that special permission to venerate Blessed Carlo Acutis through a stained
glass window was requested by Fr Thomas Kulandaisamy, the 40-year-old parish priest of St. Aldhelm
in Malmesbury. “There were two windows in our church that lacked any images,” explains Fr. Thomas.
“| proposed to the pastoral council that we include an image of Blessed Carlo Acutis because | be-
lieve it will particularly attract young people, who can relate to him as a contemporary figure.”

The Daily Telegraph, 25 May, Saturday 2024

St Aldhelm’s found itself at the centre of national attention in May 2024, thanks to an inspiring piece
run by The Daily Telegraph, one of the widely read national newspaper in the UK. The article, titled
“The video game-loving teen who was made a saint - and immortalised in a Wiltshire church window.”
On the day, Malmesbury shopkeepers found themselves in a bit of a tizzy. Suddenly, copies of the
newspaper were flying off the shelves faster than free samples at a cheese festival. Bewildered, they
wondered what on earth could be causing the frenzy. Apparently, the local fascination with this mod-
ern-day saint had reached fever pitch, and everyone wanted a piece of the action—or at least a copy
of the Telegraph.

The piece highlighted the church’s dedication of a window to Carlo Acutis, the teenage tech enthu-
siast turned saint. The parishioners and the town is immensely proud of this moment, which has not
only put their church on the map but also drawn visitors from across the country.
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The article noted that the window depicts Carlo in a contemporary light, complete with a modern
watch and mobile phone, symbolizing his unique blend of modernity and piety. This installation was
a thoughtful choice to resonate with younger generations.

The window gained significant attention after Pope Francis informally announced that the second
miracle attributed to Carlo was going to be approved, clearing the path for his sainthood. This an-
nouncement amplified the interest in Carlo’s story, drawing even more visitors to the church.

Since the publication of the Telegraph article, St Aldhelm’s has seen a
surge in visitors. Many are drawn specifically by the story of Carlo, ea-
ger to see the window that so beautifully captures his spirit. “"He spoke
to young people,” says Father Thomas, highlighting the significance of
choosing Carlo for the window. This newfound attention has filled the
church with an air of excitement and reverence, as parishioners and
visitors alike gather to admire the window and reflect on Carlo’s legacy.

The window itself, crafted by stained glass artist Michael Vincent, has
become a focal point for both locals and tourists. Its presence not
only enhances the church’s aesthetic but also serves as a powerful re-
minder of Carlo’s enduring influence. The artist has even prepared an
additional pane to update Carlo's title from “Blessed” to “Saint” upon
his canonisation, reflecting Father Thomas’s firm confidence in Carlo’s
sainthood.

The link to the article can be found here: https://www.telegraph.co.uk/
news/2024/05/24/saint-carlos-acutis-gods-influencer-millennial-catholic/

The immediate and aftermath impact
Particularly, on 25th May Sat, many visitors from Mamesbury came to St. Aldhelm’s for the St. Ald-
helm'’s Flower Festival, coinciding with a feature about Blessed Carlo in The Telegraph. Among the
visitors were the Vicar of the Abbey and his wife, who joined us for coffee in the yard. They were im-
pressed by the young saint and commented on the refreshing impact of his story.

Several visitors mentioned they came after reading the Telegraph article, praising the wonderful story
about Carlo. That evening, an 87-year-old lady called to express how much the article had made her
day. She has a great devotion to Blessed Carlo and shared that she has 14 grandchildren. The day
before, we quickly prepared about 100 booklets with a brief biography, quotes, and photos of Carlo,
including the window at St. Aldhelm’s, so people could learn more about him. We now have printed
500 copies of the 8 page booklet for visitors and guests that come to see the window.

26 May, Sunday 2024

On the evening of that day, a couple travelled from Cheltenham to see the window. Although the
church door was locked, Fr Thomas opened it for them. They admired the window of Carlo, as well as
the other stained glass windows and the flower arrangements from the festival. They also took a few
booklets to share with their family.
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Parishioners’ Prayers to Blessed Carlo Acutis for a Recovery

In April this year, a 6-year-old girl was struck down with the rare neurological disorder Guillain-Barré
Syndrome, which left her entire body paralyzed. She was put into an induced coma and placed on a
ventilator. Now, she has regained full movement in her upper body. Parishioners of St Aldhelm’s have
been earnestly praying to Blessed Carlo Acutis, asking for his intercession. We truly believe that Bless-
ed Carlo’s intercession has greatly contributed to this speedy and remarkable recovery, and we remain
hopeful that she will make a full recovery.

To enhance the devotion

We truly believe that with the window and its
appeal to young people and young families,
St. Aldhelm’s will become a hub for reflec-
tion and spiritual growth. It will be a place
where young people can gather, reflect on
their own lives, and consider how they can
dedicate themselves to God, initiating and
making progress on the path to holiness.
We have placed a kneeler in front of the
window, providing a space for prayer and a
place to leave their prayers and petitions, as
well as responses to answered prayers.

We have composed three sets of prayers for
the intercession of Blessed Carlo. The first prayer is designed for children aged 1-13 years, the second
for youth aged 14-20 years, and the third for adults. Each prayer is tailored to resonate deeply with
its intended age group, ensuring that everyone, from the littlest believers to the wisest among us, can
seek Blessed Carlo’s guidance in a way that speaks to their hearts.

Over the past three years, our efforts have been focused on the project of constructing a parish hall.
This endeavour is crucial because our parish has never had a dedicated space for catechesis, children'’s
education, and social gatherings. As we strive towards this goal, having already raised nearly half of the
required funds, we are filled with hope.

The recent influx of visitors, especially young people and children drawn to Blessed Carlo, the young
saint, highlights the urgent need for such a facility. This hall will serve as more than just a physical struc-
ture; it will be a place where our youth can gather, deepen their understanding of Blessed Carlo’s life
and teachings, and grow spiritually. It will empower them to embody holiness and spread the light of
faith wherever they go.

To learn more about our parish and this project, we invite you to explore our website:
https://www.saintaldhelms.com/new-parish-hall-project

Fr [ homas /{2(%2/(6{4/3’62/}(% JCD

Parish Priest of St Aldhelm’s- Malmesbury
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DEPARTMENT FOR ADULT EDUCATION AND EVANGELISATION

Clifton Diocese in
partnership with ‘Light
of Truth’ are offering

3 sessions to prepare for
Advent by reflecting from
Scripture on the virtue of
hope, as we enter into the
Jubilee Year, ‘Pilgrims of
Hope.”

Light of Truth

The sessions begin at
7.30pm on a Thursday
evening on:

5 December
12 December

19 December

To sign up for the series,
please register at

lightoftruth.uk/join
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cliftondiocese.com
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Gouth Convention 2024

This year we held our 7th annual youth
convention on the 20th of July 2024. The theme
for this event was ‘Come to Me' taken from the
Gospel of Matthew, to encourage us to put aside
all worldly honour and standards and embrace
Him to find the true rest our souls desire. Lead-
ing up to the event we made intentional time for
regular intercessory prayer, including praying
the Rosary, Holy Mass and spending time in
adoration, praying for the attendees, the speakers
and everyone involved.

1

We had over 600 young people from various
parts of the UK including London, Milton Keynes
and Reading, with ages ranging from 13 to 35.

The core team started off the day with adoration
of the blessed sacrament asking our Lord for the
graces we would require for the day and praying
for the attendees.

Goulh

The event started off with Gospel music, a
prayer, and an icebreaker, followed by the
procession of the blessed sacrament and
adoration, encouraging the young people to
enter into silent prayer and some praise and
worship. In a makeshift tent chapel the
sacrament was exposed throughout the event
where the Goan Chaplaincy volunteers prayed
for the attendees.

The next session opened with our keynote
speakers, Miryam and Juan - a couple who were
both raised in Catholic families. Miryam’s parents
founded Cor et Lumen Christi and Juan’s par-
ents were missionaries in Japan. They lead Cor
et Lumen Christi’'s young adults ministry. They
have travelled and ministered internationally in
preaching, physical healing and revelational,
prophetic ministry. The couple spoke about their
experiences, how it helped them in their personal
lives and how we can also grow in faith.

We then had a testimony by one of our core
team members, Nohil who is currently at
seminary pursuing the vocation of priesthood.
He shared his faith journey and his discernment
of priesthood, inspiring the listeners to be open
to the calling God has for each of us.

At the lunch break, everyone was provided with
a delicious box of Indian snacks. The lunch break
provided the core team members an opportunity
to speak to and get feedback from the young
people. Feedback was very positive and every-
one we spoke to seemed to have enjoyed the
day so far.

We had the gospel band welcome everyone
back in after the lunch break, followed by a
session called 'straight from the heart’ where
Fr Lucas invited four members of the youth core
team and they answered various questions
regarding the Faith. They spoke about the role



their faith plays in their daily lives, their struggles
and how they overcome them, they also gave
some practical advice on how to live out our
faith more intentionally.

We then had an hour-long talk from our second
keynote speaker Neville George who has been
a youth minister since 2013 after experiencing a
personal encounter with Jesus. His talk was very
relevant to the young people, speaking about
his studies and his university experience. He
spoke about the challenges he faced and how
he was able to overcome them through prayer.
Throughout most of the day, we had four priests
available for confession to allow everyone to ex-
perience the healing sacrament of reconciliation,
many made the most of the opportunity.

Gouth |

Fr Dominic Findlay-Wilson, the parish priest
of The Shrine Our Lady of Glastonbury,
celebrated the Holy Mass and he spoke
about the importance of setting our gaze
on God and not on pleasing the world in his
enlightening homily.

Following the Holy Mass, we distributed
religious stickers to serve as a reminder and
expression of our faith. When the event ended
everyone seemed to have had a good day and
we received positive feedback from the young
people saying “It was a spiritual nourishment
for the youth” “The talks were very inspiring”
and “The organisation was brilliant” and that
they will inform their friends and others to
join the next annual youth convention along
with them.

The theme for next year’s convention on

the 19th of July 2025 will be 'l am the Good
Shepherd’; in a world full of noise we must
be able to discern God's voice as He says "My
sheep listen to My voice”. We are hoping for
even more young people next year, and pray
that more lives are transformed.

Usel
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Lawnch af Miei' Vinnies w Chard

There are no Catholic schools in this part
of Southwest Somerset, so the Catholic
ethos once nurtured in the triangle of
faith between school, church and family is
not available to many people. However,
there are families who attend the parish of
English Martyrs Chard with young children
especially around the time of First Holy
Communion. But after receiving the
Sacrament of Holy Communion, only
about 10% of the children return to mass
regularly. What could be done to inspire

a greater return to church?

The idea of enrolling First Holy Communion
candidates in a Mini Vinnies group was the

start. A funnel of a series of activities and
programmes in which children can
participate was the goal. To encourage the
children to continue
— to grow in the gospel
P W virtues of faith, hope
: . and love was the
| B essence. Mini Vinnies
tﬂ“[ﬁ'g’i is the first introduction
1 to that. Throughout
the First Holy
Communion programme we met once a
week on a Sunday before mass for half an
hour. The children learnt about Blessed
Frederick Ozanam and the motto ‘See,
Think, Do". The activities they have been
involved with include writing and decorating
‘Thinking of You’ cards to people on the
parish sick list. Some visited a local care
home and chatted with the elderly
residents participating in events such as
painting and tossing bean bags! They
brought company and fun to the occasion.

The Mini Vinnies were officially launched here in
Chard on 16 June 2024 and meet once a month to
coincide with the Family Mass. There is growing
interest, and the initial four members have
increased to ten, who enjoy thinking about how
to show kindness and to pray for others. Although
a parish run group is not as straightforward as
having a ready-made catchment such as a primary
school, it is rewarding to see the small group
beginning to grow. Regular contact with the
parents is vital and the organisation of social
gatherings for the group is also key for the
families to get to know one another. Jesus knew
what he was talking about when he said, ‘Let the
little children come to me’ (Matthew 19:14) and
Mini Vinnies provides the means by which we
introduce children to him.

If you would like to learn more about the Mini
Vinnies programme, or start a Mini Vinnies group
for the young people in your parish, please go to
their website at https://svp.org.uk/mini-vinnies

B
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Season of Creation Book Club

During Season of Creation 2024 - 1 September to 4 October (https://seasonofcreation.org/) the
Department of Adult Education and Evangelisation hosted a book club over five weeks to
contemplate the beauty of creation, and to reflect upon our duty to care for it. The book was Ten
Commandments for the Environment: Pope Benedict XVI Speaks Out for Creation and Justice by
Woodene Konig-Bricker.

For any who are seeking new way to engage with caring for creation, we recommend starting a
book club of your own. These not only help form communities with an explicit eye towards caring
for creation, but also serve as a concrete way to embed synodal practices in our daily lives. A book
club requires the participants to listen to one another and to reach decisions together on schedules,
book selections, and even the format. Here are some tips to forming a book club in your parish
community:

1. Speak with a few people and ask what they think about a book club to determine what is feasible,
and what kind of book would engage people. Some people might be happy to read a book a
month, others might want a slower pace, some might want nonfiction, and others may prefer a
novel. Find a time for people to come together as a group, perhaps for coffee after Mass, and
share their thoughts.

2. Start with a single book and a clear time frame - it is easier for people to give a full and free "yes”
if they know they are agreeing to three sessions over six weeks than it is to a loose invitation. After
completing the first book, perhaps hold a Conversation in the Spirit to review the experience and
discover the next step.

3. Consider taking your discussions outside (when the weather and schedules permit) - a park, or a
nice walk, are very helpful for contemplation.

Here are a few recommendations which you may find helpful if you would like to use a book club as
a step on your path to caring for creation:

Out of the Silent Planet, by CS Lewis - Though he is most well known for the Chronicles of Narnia,
CS Lewis also wrote what is known as the “Space Trilogy.” Out of the Silent Planet is the first in the
series, and the main character Ransom ends up on a foreign planet. The novel is not intended as an
“environmental” book, but the wonder with which Ransom experiences his new planet can refresh
our sense of wonder on our own planet.

Not the End of the World: Surprising Facts, Dangerous Myths and Hopeful Solutions for our Future
on Planet Earth, by Hannah Ritchie - As the Head of Research at Our World in Data, and a Senior
Researcher at Oxford, Hannah Ritchie provides a rigorous and evidence-based approach to ad-
dressing the environmental problems our world faces, including (but not limited to) climate change.
She also runs a Substack - https://www.sustainabilitybynumbers.com/ - so you can take a look at her
work before committing to her book.

Laudato Si, by Pope Francis - A book club does not need to have a "book” every time! Pope Fran-
cis's landmark 2015 encyclical “Laudato Si” has inspired millions to respond to the cry of the earth
https://laudatosianimators.org/ Reflecting on Pope Francis’s vision for an integral ecology can help
us discern God'’s call for us in our own lives.


https://seasonofcreation.org/
https://www.sustainabilitybynumbers.com/
https://laudatosianimators.org/
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What we ve been up 2, .,

Diocesan Day - 6 July

This year’s Diocesan Day took place 6 July at St Bernadette's Secondary School, Whitchurch, Bristol.
Canon Christopher Thomas, the General Secretary of the Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England
and Wales, explored the theme of Hope, and Dr Phil McCarthy presented walking pilgrimage as a
significant way to enter into the Jubilee Year in 2025. Bishop Bosco concluded the day with a list of 10
ways to prepare for the jubilee. During the day, participants were divided into their pastoral areas to
plan a Pastoral Area Jubilee Celebration. You can watch the videos here: cliftondiocese.com/jubilee/

Adoremus - 14 September

The Catholic Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales organised a national eucharistic celebra-
tion at Oscott College. Each diocese in England and Wales sent a coach to represent it. Bishop Alan
McGuckian of the Diocese of Down and Connor gave the keynote address, emphasising the crucial
role the laity play in the celebration of the Mass. The day involved a Eucharistic procession around
the seminary grounds.

Season of Creation Book Club

During Season of Creation 2024 (1 September to 4 October) the Department of Adult Education
and Evangelisation hosted a book club over five weeks to contemplate the beauty of creation, and
to reflect upon our duty to care for it. The book was Ten Commandments for the Environment: Pope

Benedict XVI Speaks Out for Creation and Justice by Woodene Konig-Bricker.

Loyola University Pastoral Certificate Graduation - 19 October

On 19 October five members of Clifton Diocese travelled to Liverpool to celebrate their graduation
and to receive their Certificate in Pastoral Ministry from Loyola University Chicago. These graduates
completed two years of study with nine different tutors to help form their ministry in their parishes,
pastoral areas, and the wider diocese, and completed this alongside the Clifton Ministry Skills course.

I Am A Mission on this Earth - 19 October

On 19 October the Department held a retreat at Brownshill Monastery for people involved in spiritual
accompaniment in our diocese. The title is drawn from Pope Francis’s encyclical Evangelii Gaudium
and helped to form the retreat participants to follow Christ in their ministry.

Please take a moment to fill out this brief 5 question survey to help us out!

https://forms.office.com/e/r2B5VIMRLm



http://cliftondiocese.com/jubilee/ 
https://forms.office.com/e/r2B5VfMRLm

Dates for the Diary oL

What Has Jerusalem to do with Athens? - Catholic Social Teaching as Formation for
Mission. There are still a few CST workshops to come! Remaining dates are St George,
Taunton (21 November), St Francis, Nailsea (26 November), and St Gregory, Cheltenham
(5 December).

Meet the Angels - Two sessions to discover what the Catholic Church teaches about
the Angels. The sessions begin at 7.30pm on a Thursday evening on: 21 November &
28 November. To sign up for the series, please click on the Zoom link here.

Advent Retreat 2024 - \We are offering three sessions to prepare for Advent by reflecting
from Scripture on the virtue of hope, as we enter into the Jubilee Year, ‘Pilgrims of Hope!
The sessions begin at 7.30pm on a Thursday evening on: 5 December, 12 December & 19
December. To register, click here.

The Happy Life of Virtue - We have seven sessions to discover the virtues of faith, hope,
charity, prudence, justice, fortitude and temperance, keys to a holy and happy life, in
communion with God and in imitation of Our Blessed Mother Mary. The sessions take
place every second Friday of the Month, at 7.30 pm, and begin on the 13 December
2024. (13 December - 1: Faith; 10 January - 2: Hope; 14 February - 3: Charity; 14 March
-4: Prudence; 11 April - 5: Justice; 9 May - 6: Fortitude; 13 June - 7: Temperance). This
course is designed for the Catholic Women’s Association and is open to everyone.
Register here.

Training for Children’s Liturgy of the Word - We are offering a training session to equip
leaders and helpers of the Children’s Liturgy of the Word in their parish. We will look at
essential principles, offer models, and recommend resources. The session takes place
on 14 December, 9am to 12noon. Register here.

To sign up for any of these online sessions, please sign up on https://www.lightoftruth.uk/join

Opening of the Jubilee Year - At the 11.15am Mass at Clifton Cathedral on 29 December,
Bishop Bosco will formally open the 2025 Jubilee Year Pilgrims of Hope. All are welcome
to inaugurate this special year.

Beyond the Threshold - A day for alll On Saturday 18 January we will explore the key principles
that we need to employ before we embark on any specific programme of catechesis. Our
day at St Brendan’s College, Brislington, will begin at 10am (9.30am refreshments) and will
be led by International Speaker and Author, David Wells as our keynote speaker. In addition,
there will be a series of workshops to look at how we apply the principles of creating a safe
space, enabling others to know who we are, what we believe and what we are like! Please

register for the day: https://beyondthethreshold.eventbrite.co.uk

Parish Stories - We are actively seeking submissions for our February 2025 issue of the
Clifton Evangelist! In particular we are looking for stories of events that take place in
November, December, or January so that, in addition to our “What We've Been Up To”
section, we can have a “What You've Been Up To"” and share the wonderful things tak-
ing place all over our diocese. These can be just a paragraph long. If you're interested
in writing a longer article, we would be happy to speak to you as well! Please email
adult.education@cliftondiocese.com with a write up of a parish event or a pitch for an
article.
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