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The Department for Adult Education and Evangelisation seeks
to serve our diocesan community at all levels in living out this
invitation, serving the Church’s mission to evangelise and
to proclaim the Gospel. We are committed to encouraging
parishes in all they do to welcome others into the life of their
community as well as nurturing the faith and prayer of those
who seek to understand their faith in a deeper, richer way.
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Welcome to ‘The Clifton Evangelist’ our fourteenth
departmental newsletter. For this venture we would
like it to serve the Diocese of Clifton community as
effectively as possible. Our aim is that it is both a
source of information and formation, engaging you,
the people of our diocese, in sharing and growing
in our capacity to be faith-filled people, serving the
wider community and proclaiming the Gospel.

If you're reading a hard copy and would like to read
online to make use of the hyperlinks, scan the QR
code below.

“l'invite all Christians, everywhere, at this moment,

to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ,

or at least an openness to letting him encounter them;
| ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day”

Evangelii Gaudium 3
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Diocesan Prayer Offerings

“Let us pray

that each one of us

might find consolation

in a personal relationship
with Jesus,

and from his Heart,

learn to have compassion
on the world.”

Pa/m Leo XTV/

Sweet Love, | thank you for your most
Sacred Heart in which | find all compassion.
Give me the grace to accept and experience
this compassion so that | might fully
belong to you. Help me to be like your
Blessed Mother who was full of compassion
for you at the foot of the cross. Allow me
the sweet privilege to imitate her and to
reach the hearts of those who suffer, and
to suffer with them.

Help me also to always remain in you like
your beloved Apostle John, always looking
at you, and ready to do your will. | truly believe in your promise of hope,
and | claim it in my life. Lord, you are my hiding place and my shield;

| hope in your word." Help me, therefore, to find refuge in your Sacred
Heart and in doing so to bring hope in the life of the church and the
whole world, for my vocation is love! In the heart of the Church, | want
to be love,? so that you are glorified forever and ever./‘qmen

1 Psalm 119, 114- ESV
2 St Thérése of Lisieux




Pope Francis -

an_Authentic Pilgrim of Hope

Pilgrims of every continent, culture and religious
tradition will have been saddened by the death
of Pope Francis on Easter Monday 2025. He has
been an inspiration for so many of us.In 2016 he
said of pilgrims:

“Whoever they may be — young or old, rich or
poor, sick and troubled or curious tourists — let
them find due welcome, because in every person
there is a heart in search of God, at times without
being fully aware of it."’

He inspired my pilgrim ways project, and its title
comes from his words.

Pope Francis understood that we are all on a
search for meaning and purpose in our lives,
whatever our backgrounds, however we are
wounded or broken, and whatever the baggage
we carry. As pope his own pilgrimage took him to
the peripheries: to Lampedusa to bring hope to
migrants, to the Democratic Republic of the Congo
and South Sudan in search of peace, to Turkey to
deepen interfaith dialogue, and to many other
places where human dignity is violated or threat-
ened. He was not afraid to travel as a vulnerable
person who needed help and a wheelchair.

More clearly than any other world leader he
saw that the environmental crises we face are
intrinsically linked to our current social, political,
and economic problems. He wrote that we need
“an integrated approach to combating poverty”,
one which “protects nature” while at the same
time “restoring dignity to the excluded”. ?

In 2019 | was fortunate to meet the Holy Father
as a participant in the Caritas Internationalis
General Assembly. He reminded us that charity
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Pope Francis - an_Authentic
Pilgrim of Hope

is not an idea nor a pious sentiment, but rather the
encounter with Christ:

“it is the wish to live with the heart of God who does
not ask us to have generic love, affection, solidarity,
etc., toward the poor, but to encounter him in them
(cf. Mt 25:31-46), with the

g manner of poverty.” 3

> %1'6 ;
é" \ He then went on to
§3' > 'gre.e’FaII 650 delegates
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‘ w | individually, and | was
) ’ %‘ able to thank him for
X all he has done for the

¢ 04( Church and the world.

P”_(;R\\'\(o In 2024 he set the
s e theme for the 2025
Jubilee Holy Year as

‘pilgrims of hope’ and wrote:

“Pilgrimage is of course a fundamental element
of every Jubilee event. Setting out on a journey is
traditionally associated with our human quest for
meaning in life. A pilgrimage on foot is a great aid
for rediscovering the value of silence, effort and
simplicity of life.” *

| hope that people of all faiths and none will find
“silence, effort and simplicity of life” as they walk
as pilgrims of hope during the Jubilee.

May Francis, beloved pilgrim pope and true
servant of the servants of God, rest in peace and
rise in glory.

Pl /%ga/‘b%%

Hearts in Search of God project lead
www.pilgrimways.org.uk

1 Pope Francis, address to those engaged in pilgrimage work and rectors of
shrines, 21.01.2016

2 Pope Francis, Laudato si' p139

3 Pope Francis, address to participants in the Caritas General Assembly,
27.05.2019

4 Pope Francis, Spes Non Confundit, Bull of Indiction of the 2025 Jubilee, p5


http://www.pilgrimways.org.uk

Pope Francis - the
Teaching Pope

Pope Francis - the Teaching Pope

On Easter Monday morning, we woke up to the news that Pope Francis had died. The news came as
more of a shock than | expected. The Pope had not long returned home after a long stay in hospital
during which, by all accounts, he was close to death more than once. He appeared in public on
Easter Sunday - against the advice of his doctors - blessed the crowds and then toured St Peter'’s
Square in the Popemobile. He looked ill and pained. Now we wonder did that last public appearance
take it out of him. We knew he was very ill, but still the news of his death was a shock, just like it is still
a shock to hear of the death of a much-loved family member who is old and at the end of life. The
conversation stops. We will never again hear that voice in real time, enjoy that smile. It is the

jarring difference between presence one day and absence the next. We refer to them in the past
tense.

As we come to terms with his loss, there will be much reflection on the legacy of Jorge Mario
Bergoglio, the first pope from Latin America who asked the world to pray for him when he appeared
on the balcony of St Peter’s on 13 March 2013 as Pope Francis. | first saw him a few months later in
St Peter’s Square as he was driven through the crowds, unprotected by security shields, waving and
smiling, wanting to be close to people, a hallmark of his papacy. The atmosphere was charged and
emotional. Within a few short months, the new pope had touched the hearts of millions by his desire
to touch the suffering flesh of humanity, in which he saw the face of Christ.

Another hallmark of his papacy was his significant
- contribution to the Church’s social doctrine, that
corpus of papal encyclicals which began in the
modern era when Pope Leo Xlll issued Rerum
Novarum, the Church'’s reading of the signs of
the times in the late nineteenth century, in
particular the degrading effects of industrialisation
on the dignity of workers and their families.
Since then, subsequent popes have asked the
same questions: what is going on in society,
what is the Gospel telling us about what we see,
and what can we do to build a more just world?

In 2015, Pope Francis issued a landmark social encyclical, Laudato Si’, the first encyclical to be devoted
entirely to the climate crisis. Like any prophet, he challenged us. He urged us to an ecological
conversion, a change of heart and a re-setting of our relationship with God, our brothers and sisters,
and creation itself. Strikingly, he called for us to be reconciled with nature. The encyclical continues
to have a profound effect on the lives of Catholics, in our homes and parishes, schools and charities;
and indeed well beyond the Church. The letter was addressed to all people of good will.

His other major contribution to Catholic social teaching was his 2020 encyclical, Fratelli Tutti
(“Siblings All"). Here he was reflecting on the disastrous effects of the Covid pandemic, but looking
deeper at the issues which the pandemic exposed and calling for a return to the Gospel: to the
building of bridges, not walls; a culture of encounter, not indifference; an economy that cares, not an



Pope Francis - the
Teaching Pope

economy that kills. Throughout, he kept insisting on what he saw as the heart of the Gospel, God's
love for those who are made poor by injustice, for those who live on what he called the peripheries.
This is where we will find God, he reminded us. When he initiated the largest listening exercise in
human history - in the synod - he encouraged us to pay particular attention to the voices of those on
the margins of society.

His teaching has been an inspiration to the Church and those in the Church - like the 165 Caritas
national agencies worldwide, or the 50 Catholic charities in England and Wales that make up the
Caritas Social Action Network - who work on the front line of human suffering and exclusion. He
was always clear that action for social justice, to build the bonds of social friendship in the face of
division, was a core part of the Gospel. In his apostolic exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, he said, "An
authentic faith - which is never comfortable or completely personal - always involves a deep desire
to change the world, to transmit values, to leave this earth somehow better that we found it.” (#183)

| met Pope Francis in person in May 2023 at an
audience for the leaders of the Caritas global
network. Around five hundred of us gathered in
the marble-lined splendour of the Clementine Hall
in the Vatican. Our audience was due to begin at
12 noon. There was a loud murmur of conversation
as we waited, until someone said, “It's the pope!”
Without any fanfare or announcement, Pope Francis
walked into the room. We shuffled quickly to our
feet, taken aback. He gestured us to sit and sat
down himself. He was holding a ten-page speech,
“but you can read that later,” he said in Italian,
handing the pages to a cardinal. He spoke off-the-cuff for a minute or so about Caritas - God's love
among us - then spent the rest of the audience shaking the hand of every single person in the room.

| was sitting beside one of our bishops. “Watch what he's doing,” he said. "He's teaching us.” What
Pope Francis was teaching us what that reality is more important than ideas, that the art of encounter
- the art of God made flesh in Jesus - is about closeness, warmth, attention. In our communities, that
encounter leads to accompaniment - another favourite word of Pope Francis - to social friendship,
and a desire to advocate for social justice. While | was waiting my turn to shake the pope's hand, |
was wondering - as we all were, it turned out - what | might say to him. In the end | settled on a few
simple words which now sum up my feelings for this remarkable papacy, “Grazie, Papa Francesco.”

/@Wm{ Friel

CEOQO of Caritas Social Action Network



Pope Francis — the Listening Pope

“I don't think I'd have become a Catholic if it
wasn't for Pope Francis. | wouldnt have felt
welcome”. This is what a young shy man, let's
call him Dave, who was from the same town as
me shared at an informal monthly young adult
meeting hosted at a mutual friends house. Me
and my wife had just shared about our trip to
Rome for Francis’ funeral, and the group were
sharing their own reflections about Pope
Francis. | was probably dominating the
conversation a bittoo much, as| sometimes can
(especially when talking about Francis) while
another friend spoke about how non-Catholics
were bringing the late Pope up in their running
group, not having any sense that anyone there
was a practising Catholic. An outgoing young
Brazilian man who come also along to the in-
formal young adult group were also jumping in
with stories and re-showing videos they'd seen
and it was only when we'd worn ourselves
out there was enough of a pause for Dave to
say that he wouldn’t have enquired and been
baptised if it wasn't for Pope Francis.

| don't think Pope Francis would have waited as
long as we did to listen to Dave's voice, and he
certainly wouldn’t have been caught up in his
own stories as | was...!

This was the biggest gift of Pope Francis for
me, how he modelled listening (even if I'm not
great at modelling it myself). His three most in-
fluential spiritual, theological and philosophical
mentors who he later collaborated closely with
were proponents of an Argentinian theological
approach called ‘Theology of the People’, which
saw Christ speaking through ordinary people,
especially the poorest and most vulnerable
and read the Gospel through their eyes. In a
time of so much change, as he putit a “change
of era”, it's not always clear how we should be
Church, what our pastoral priorities should
be and how we reach out to invite others
into relationship with God and his Church. For
Francis, the key to working out these priorities was

Pope Francis - the
Listening Pope

listening, genuine deep listening, hearing the joys
and sorrows of ordinary people, especially those
who are on the margins and suffer the most.

In the latter part of Francis’ papacy, the ‘Synod
on Synodality’ was his work to embed this focus
on listening in the Church, and specifically how
we organise ourselves, a process which, it is
believed, Pope Leo will now complete.

Sr Nathalie Becquart, Under Secretary of the
Vatican based Synod Office, spoke of this current
Synod process as a fruit of an earlier Synod, the
one that's usually forgotten, the 2018 Synod
on Youth. It was through this synod that a new
kind of listening broke out in the Synod Aula, as
young people called on the Pope to make more
opportunities to hear their voices. He did and it
led to huge international meetings run by young
people themselves who stayed up all night drafting
documents to capture their contributions.

The young adults who took partin the 2018 Synod
as auditors brought a life and joy to a room that
was formal, stiff and dry by clapping and cheering
the speeches which really resonated (notably not
clapping those that didn't). The Pope encouraged
the young people and it opened up a new spirit
in the Synod.

Welcoming and listening not only helps us to
be Church better, to know how to respond to
the needs of today, but it also changes people:
we feel recognised, understood, and in turn
take responsibility and become agents: be it the
young adults in the Synod who feel they can
better live their vocation in the Church, or Dave
who took the step to enquire and start his
journey of initiation into the Church.

Chrrs fnowtos

Co-founder, School for Synodality
Young Adult Programme Manager,
Bon Secours Great Britain
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Pope Francis — ‘an indefatigable defender of the victim’

| was not sad when Pope Francis died. | was grateful for what he had given to the church, impressed
by what he had given to the world and deeply thankful for his accompaniment in my own journey in
faith. That he was Pope when the Shepherd brought me into the fold in 2018 was good for me. Francis
accompanied the whole world and not just Catholics nor even just Christians. He had the Petrine
ability to put his arms around the world and include everyone in his embrace. No one could ignore
him, because he ignored no one.

As | became Christian and Catholic and began to learn about this weird organisation-that-isn’t-an-
organisation that we call Church, | got to know Francis through his writing. In particular, | have been
affected by his understanding of what is wrong with the world. He had a strong disapproval of the
rampant capitalism that he saw in his home country and in the wider world. That did not make him,
as some of his detractors would have it, a Marxist. He just could not help but criticise a system and
a set of values that has so many millions of victims. He described the world we live in now as ‘liquid’
(Dilexit Nos §9)" . It is insubstantial, it has no form that you can grasp. It changes with the prevailing
power of the moment and has no resilience. He is not using the word ‘water’, for that word has
scriptural significance, he is describing something in which you might drown, not something that
gives life. | learned that it is important to read Francis
with close attention to what he is not saying, as
much as to what he says.

Laudato Si’ is a good example of how careful, and in
some ways how very tricky, Francis could be. He was
a consummate communicator. In his encyclical ‘On
Care for Our Common Home' he barely mentions
human birth rate and then only to dismiss any
emphasis on it as a way in which ‘extreme and
selective consumerism’ drives a terrible inequality
(Laudato Si” §50). It was not his purpose to provoke
a discussion about birth control. On the one hand

| find that infuriating, because you cannot talk about resources without discussing the increase in
demand, but on the other hand it is an example of his refusal to be diverted. He was relentless in
exposing inequality and in demanding that the voices of the poor, the marginalised and excluded,
be heard. There was a cold fury alongside his burning love. People adored him for that. He was

an indefatigable defender of the victim, a man of solid and dependable convictions; nothing liquid
about Francis.

So, | was not sad when he died, | am delighted for him. He was with us for Easter, to make sure we
know we are loved, then he went to the Father who called him to His Heart.

Dave Blake

Parishioner Salisbury

1 _https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/20241024-enciclica-dilexit-nos.html
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Catholic Talent
Network.

Catholic Talent Network

2 years ago, in February 2023, myself, my husband and our then 5 young children, relocated temporarily
to Saltford, between Bristol and Bath. We came because of my husband's work and stayed on a farm,
having the most wonderful 6 weeks of lazy days, cooking, reading, caring for animals and exploring
many of the local Catholic churches within the Diocese of Clifton.

It was during my stay in Saltford that | decided to stop whinging, and to do something about an idea that
had been lingering in my head for some time.

| had just finished working on Flame 2023 as part of the planning team -
Flame is a huge Catholic youth event that takes place at Wembley Arena
every 2 years, with approximately 8,000 teens in attendance. Whilst planning
forit, | became increasingly frustrated at my lack of ability to locate UK
based Catholics who had talents that could minister in a powerful way to
an audience (...and to be fair, this was an issue that | had come across for
years and years and years whilst working within other Catholic events);
either, these talented people were not being promoted enough for others
to know of their existence, or, the Catholic Church in the UK wasn't doing
enough to find, support and nurture young Catholic talent. | decided that
this had to change and that's how the Catholic Talent Network was born.

With the support of David Wells, an established Catholic speaker, Adenike,
a professional singer with a real heart for Catholic youth, and Bishop John
Keenan, who really resonated with my vision, | created and launched a website that hosts details of
Catholic 'Talent' from across the country, thus supporting their God-given ministry, but crucially making
it easier for event planners big and small, to find the Catholic talent they need for their event, hopefully
encouraging them to put on more retreats, courses, youth gatherings, Parish missions, school
assembilies etc.

The Lord gives talents to every single one of us and if you've got the gift of song, public speaking,
photography, dance, comedy, illustration or any gift that is public-facing and can be used to minister
and draw people closer to God, then the Church and we laypeople must support it, before these
talents are lost or forced to be used elsewhere.

So CTN, the Catholic Talent Network, is quite simply a website that
supports the Catholic Church by promoting Catholic Talents, who are
ready and waiting to minister to your audience - It's a simple idea
but it could really ignite powerful ministerial work within every
diocese in the country, if utilised. Please do take a look at the website:
www.catholictalentnetwork.com and think about what you could do
to encourage the Catholics in your community, by booking and
supporting Catholic Talent. Thank you.

/Vd/(d%a/éﬂﬂd (Founder, Catholic Talent Network)
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Embracing the Mercy of God

| recently had the pleasure and privilege
of attending this Diocesan retreat day at St
Bernadette School, Bristol, and listening to two
very different, yet complementary, reflections on
mercy and forgiveness.

The first speaker, Fr. Brendan Callaghan SJ,
began by introducing himself and explaining
that, having worked mainly as an academic,
his experience of celebrating the Sacrament of
Reconciliation as a minister was relatively recent.
He was aware that many people approached
the sacrament of reconciliation with trepidation.
Fr. Brendan explained that this was at odds with
anunderstanding of God as a loving Father,
delighting in His creation.

| was particularly excited that one of the authorities
Fr. Brendan uses to support his understanding
of God as a creator who loves and delights in his
creation is Julian of Norwich. He explains anew

that the famous quotation, “All shall be well, and
all shall be well, and all manner of thing shall
be well” is not an over-simplified view held by
Julian herself, but something said to her by
Jesus in a vision, which she needed twenty years
of reflection to understand as relating to Jesus'
great love for us, his creatures.

Embracing the
Mercy of God
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| was thrilled by the prominence given to Julian
and her writings because it has seemed to me that
English Catholics don't know enough about our own
heritage of Fourteenth Century mystical writing in
English. | have recently read a very accessible book:
Emma Pennington: All Shall be Well. Visions of Salvation
with Julian of Norwich which examines the same
quotation, while also discussing other 14th Century
writings in Middle English, such as The Cloud of
Unknowing. It seems to me a pity that we don't make
more of our heritage of English mystics.

Fr. Brendan cited another authority, Canon W.H.
Vanstone, who asked his readers to consider the
qualities of authentic love as experienced from others
in their own lives, and asked whether God's love
could be any less than this. The third authority,
considered at length, was Fr. Greg Boyle, SJ, who
currently works with disadvantaged young men
in Los Angeles, USA. Fr. Brendan recommended
searching for him on the Internet: there is much to
be found. Fr. Brendan left many of us reassured, and
perhaps hoping to have him as our confessor!

The second reflective session we experienced was
jointly given by Margaret and Barry Mizen, parents
of nine children, whose dear son Jimmy was killed
by another young man whose anger was out of control.
With great strength and generosity, Margaret and
Barry introduced us to Jimmy and their family and
led us step by step through events leading up to the
senseless act of violence resulting in Jimmy's death.
They explained how they have been able to forgive
the perpetrator and, as Jimmy's legacy, work with
young people to promote forgiveness, peace and
hope. This session was very raw and honest. It left me
profoundly grateful for never having had to experience
such pain, loss and grief in my own life, but also deeply
respectful and in awe of the strength of purpose which
continues to drive Margaret and Barry.

In the afternoon our study day concluded with a
service of Reconciliation, led by Bishop Bosco, at
which eight priests were available for individual
confession. This enriching experience in preparation
for Easter was much appreciated.

fate /%/(/(/}g/

Parishioner Keynsham
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Reconciliation & Forgiveness - A day of reflection

In early April a group of around 150 people gathered at St Bernadette’s School in Bristol for a day
focussed on reconciliation and forgiveness.

| had attended previous events organised by the Adult Education and Evangelisation Department,
which | very much enjoyed, especially the feeling of being part of a wider Diocesan community. | was,
however, particularly attracted by the Reconciliation and Forgiveness theme and, as | had been told
to expect some powerful talks, | knew that this session would enrich both myself and my family, who
also attended with me.

The day comprised two elements which could loosely, although possibly inaccurately, be called
theory and practice.

We began with a talk from Fr Brendan Callaghan, a Jesuit priest and academic specialising in the
psychology of religion. In case you have not already guessed, this was the theory!

Fr Brendan focussed on ways in which our experience of the Sacrament of Reconciliation can be
deepened and enriched by a better understanding of how we are loved by the God we encounter
through the sacrament.

What does this mean? Put simply, it involves an understanding, or better realisation, that this aspect
of our faith rests on both an awareness of God's love for us, and on our deep desire to receive this
love. | suspect that everyone's experience of the Sacrament of Reconciliation is as unique as they are.
For some, as Fr Brendan’s experience has taught, those seeking the Sacrament can come to it in an
anxious and vulnerable state and may find it challenging, even scary. But what has also been revealed
to him time and again, is how those who face-up to this challenge are helped by their personal
experience of God's presence and His acceptance of them.

He is not, as Father Brendan taught us, a God that merely tolerates us sinners. Rather, He is a God that
genuinely, passionately, truly loves us, in a way that is beyond our expectation, imagination or hope.
So how can we understand such love? For me, perhaps, it is as a parent that loves a child even when
they do wrong. Forthe God who loves us and enjoys us, meant for us to be, and are what He had in
mind when he decided that his creation, in all its infinite complexion and glory, would simply not be
complete without us in it, faults and all.

It may be hard to believe in such a God that, no matter what we do, or even how often, always wants
to wipe clean our slate. But such is His love for us, such is His joy in us, that the God who may feel to
us to be too good to be true, is true, and is always ready to forgive if only we take that first step
towards Him.

The second talk was a very emotional encounter with Margaret & Barry Mizen (mizenfoundation.org/)
the bereaved parents of Jimmy, a boy tragically murdered at the tender age of 16 by a known,
emotionally disturbed local teenage bully. Their story was heart rendering, as they spoke with detail and
clarity of the events that led up to their son’s murder and the subsequent seismic impact of their lives.
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They talked of the bewildering, incomprehensible and all-encompassing state of confusion and
despair that enveloped them. Of journalists camping outside their house, of television cameras and
police statements and, above all, of a numbing heartache. They spoke of the grief that over-whelmed
them, but also of the love that enveloped them from family, friends, neighbours and their fellow
parishioners, as they struggled to navigate the following day, and the days that followed that.

These events occurred in 2008, but further torture was still to be poured on the Mizen family when
their son's murderer was recently released from prison on licence, only to again attract national
attention by writing and performing rap songs which graphically described the killing without any
apparent remorse. He was subsequently returned to prison but will, nevertheless, one day be freed again.

The Mizens spoke painfully about the impact the
tragedy has had on their other children and how
they have struggled to cope. But they also
described how they themselves, shortly after the
murder occurred, came to the realisation that they
would not, and could not, allow their response to
such pain to be only bitterness, anger and hatred.

Although their world had been “shattered into a million pieces”, Margaret and Barry made a solemn
promise to keep Jimmy’s name alive, to ensure that his light would not dim, and to dedicate their
lives to working for peace. From this, a mission, born out of love for their son, was begun, fuelled

by a determination to help create a world where senseless violence has no place, and where love
triumphs over hate.

In schools and churches, prisons and workplaces, they seek to spread a message of forgiveness,
peace, and hope, inspiring others to join to build safer, more peaceful communities. This cannot
be done, they emphasise, through harsher punishments, but "‘bottom up’ through collaborations,
understanding, and empathy.

In our fallen world, Margaret and Barry are a bright light shining in
the darkness, and example to us of a refusal to be conquered by
evil, and of love triumphing through pain.

My own parents encountered similar agony when my sister was
killed in a road traffic accident by a speeding, drink driver. They too
have had to reach a state of giving their pain to God, and reaching
out to help other bereaved parents, has helped them.

| am also aware from personal experience that when we choose to

forgive, we not only free ourselves. But, through our forgiveness, we

also offer those who have wronged us the best chance to change course, to re-build and, hopefully,
to find their own route to God's light.
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Care for our
Common Home

Care for our Common Home — a ‘holy responsibility’

“In this our time, we still see too much discord, too many wounds caused by hatred, violence, prejudice,
the fear of difference, and an economic paradigm that exploits the Earth’s resources and marginalizes
the poorest.” It is perhaps too early to speculate on how Pope Leo XIV will take forward the wonderful
legacy left by Pope Francis, but these words from his Homily at his Inauguration Mass, offer encouragement
that he will continue the call to Care for Our Common Home.

Pope Francis expressed hope that during this Jubilee Year “we may never fail, to contemplate the
beauty of creation and care for our common home". He reflected that “growing numbers of men and
women have come to realise that care for creation is an essential expression of our faith in God and our
obedience to his will”. As Bishop Bosco emphasised in his recent Pastoral Letter, care for the planetis
“not some optional extra, but a holy responsibility, a vital part of living our vocation in the world today".

Preaching as our Parish Priest at Clifton Cathedral, Bishop Bosco would speak of his concerns about
our consumerist society, echoing the call of St Oscar Romero that we should “Aspire not to have more
but to be more”. In a homily in 1978 St Oscar shared the words of Pope John Paul |, who urged us to
“free the self from slavery to a civilisation that encourages us more and more to comfort and to
consumerism, without any concerns for protecting our environment, the common patrimony of
humanity”. Nearly 50 years on, has this call been heeded?

Care for Creation is one way in which the Bishops’ Conference calls for us to put our Faith into Action
during the Jubilee Year within our churches and communities. There is an extensive range of helpful
resources available on its website, reminding us how people across the planet are experiencing the
effects of the climate emergency: severe storms and floods, droughts and food crises, with those
communities contributing least to causing the crisis, often hit the hardest.

Ideas and Resources for Responding

This Jubilee Year is also one of notable anniversaries for the Church'’s expressions of our relationship
to Creation. It is the 800th anniversary of the Canticle of Creation, the 10th of Laudato Si'. Pope Francis’
encyclical contains extensive references to the teaching of Paul VI, John Paul Il and Benedict XVI,
reminding us that though we might not have been so aware of it, the Church’s teaching on care for
the environment did not start in 2015. Last year | joined a Diocesan book club studying “The Ten
Commandments for Creation” which opened our eyes to the extent of Pope Benedict's teaching on
climate issues.

Our time together was one way of responding to Pope Francis’ call in Laudato Si’, that all Christian
communities have an important role to play in ecological education. Being part of the St Bonaventure's
Climate Action and the Diocesan Laudato Si’ 72 WhatsApp groups allows for sharing experiences,
listening to and learning from others.

The work of CAFOD also provides much inspiration and ecological education. Regular webinars offer
an insight into the challenges faced by communities on the frontline of the climate crisis. CAFOD is


http://www.cbcew.org.uk/environment/
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals/documents/papa-francesco_20150524_enciclica-laudato-si.html

Care for our
Common FHome

also active in campaigning for change to protect our common home. Its theology team produces
wonderful prayer resources on the environment, including their Care for Creation Rosary, one of several
rosary themes prayed online every Thursday.

In both Laudato Si’ and his later Apostolic Exhortation Laudate Deum, Pope Francis encouraged us all
to take care for creation through little daily actions and real changes in lifestyle. At Clifton Cathedral,
we run a monthly FairTrade stall, enthusiastically supported by many parishioners, with much produce
donated to our collection for Bristol NW Foodbank. For several years, Fairtrade Zaytoun olive oil
produced in the Occupied West Bank, has been consecrated and blessed at the annual Chrism Mass,
for the Holy Oils used throughout the Diocese.

Changes in lifestyle are also evident in parishes, schools & communities working towards CAFOD's
LiveSimply Award. Commended by the Bishops’ Conference, the Award invites a response to the call
to “live simply so others may simply live". St Gregory's Cheltenham recently became the sixth Diocesan
Parish to achieve the Award, and a further 10 Parishes and 33 schools in the Diocese are currently
working towards it.

In my own Parish, we have a small but enthusiastic Laudato Si’ group, who meet regularly at The Well
Spirituality Centre, a peaceful haven of quiet. We come together, reflect and discuss Pope Francis’
call for ‘ecological conversion’. On 14th June, we will be walking through a local wood, pausing to
pray Stations of Creation which have been written by one of our group, who is training to become a
Laudato Si’ Animator .

‘Laudato Si’ calls us all to individually embrace ecological conversion, but Pope Francis stressed that
meaningful change also requires communities and governments working together to effectively
tackle the challenges facing our planet and its people. Lack of necessary action at the highest level
can be disheartening, as are voices denying the effects of climate change, or promoting policies
contrary to the common good.

The good work of many individuals provides an antidote of hope, reminding me of the words of St
Teresa of Avila, that we are called to be the body, the hands and feet of Christ on earth. By caring for
God's gift of creation to us, we respond to his Son'’s call to love him with all our heart, soul and mind.
Doing so, we love our neighbour as ourself, recognising the interconnectivity between the damage
to our world and the suffering of so many of our brothers and sisters.

There can be times when the enormity of the challenges facing us can seem overwhelming. But the
Romero Prayer reminds us that while we may feel frustration that we cannot do everything, we are
able to do something, as prophets of a future which is not our own. What we do may seem incomplete,
we may never see the end results of our endeavours, but it is a beginning, a step along the way. And
as we seek to fulfil his wish for this Jubilee Year, we have the teaching of Pappa Francisco to guide us,
looking down smiling on us all from above.

Pidly Mtlgton

Cathedral Parish



https://cafod.org.uk/pray/pray-the-rosary/joyful-jubilee-mysteries
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/apost_exhortations/documents/20231004-laudate-deum.html
https://cafod.org.uk/campaign/livesimply-award
https://laudatosianimators.org/
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Pastoral Ministry —_A Vocation
to Service and_Accompaniment

In 2021, a new course in Pastoral Ministry was
established with an initial group of twelve
successfully completing the course in 2023.
In 2022, a second, smaller group embarked
on the course, completing it in April of this
year. A delayed celebration of their achieve-
ment took place at the Cathedral with Bishop
Bosco presiding and five other priests, from
the Parishes of the students, concelebrat-
ing. It was a joyful and uplifting celebration
of nearly three years of commitment on a
course which demanded much of their time
and willingness to learn and grow as people
of faith. Their enthusiasm for the course has
generated further interest and currently there
are twenty-eight people participating in the
course.
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But, what is this course that they were offered
and which the Department for Adult Education
and Evangelisation continues to offer?

At the heart of the Pastoral Ministry course is
the desire to nourish and grow participants
into a deeper sense of their own life of faith
and their relationship with God, so that
they might more effectively share this and
accompany others in their faith. The course
has developed over time and is regularly
reviewed in the light of those participating.

Pastoral
Ministry

To achieve the aims of the course, participants are
formed in the ‘art of accompaniment’, developing
strong skills in listening. A Key element of the
course is learning ways of praying through
experience and discernment in a pastoral setting
and deepening one’s spirituality as a leader who is
always there to serve others.

Scripture is a core element central to the heart of
the course, encouraging participants to understand
and appreciate the need for those engaged in
pastoral ministry to be rooted in a love of the Word
of God. Knowing who Jesus is and modelling how
he lived lies at the heart of servant leadership.

Throughout the course the participants develop the
skills of group facilitation and enabling conversations
in the Spirit - one of the fruits of the Synod on
Synodality. In addition to the Spiritual dimension
of the course, attention is given to understanding
the role of lay or religious leaders in relation to
the Parish priest and deacons within a context of
pastoral ministry; developing a sound knowledge
and appreciation of safeguarding in Parish life and
learning through experience how to reflect both
pastorally and spiritually on the work that they do. It
was a real joy that several of the participants’ Parish
Priests came to celebrate with them.

The course is challenging for it asks of people to
take a deep dive into their own spiritual life and
be able to share appropriately with others in the
group. This can be daunting for some, but it is often
life-giving and enabling. When we are in tune with
our own story, it gives us the capacity to listen and
accompany others, without judgement or anxiety.

Applications for a newly devised course will open
soon. If you are interested in finding out if this is for
you do come to one of our information sessions
which are being held around the Diocese in June
and July, information can be found on the next page.




COMMUNION PARTICIPATION MISSION
Walking Together in Service of the Church

Praying, meeting, working, discerning and taking decisions together
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From the outset of Vatican II, the Council envisaged the Church as the whole ‘People of God’
worshipping and working together to evangelise the world, each person with his or her own role
to play. All the baptised together, priests and people, form the People of God. Lumen Gentium

states that “the apostolate of the laity is sharing in the Church’s saving mission” and “Through
Baptism and Confirmation all are appointed to this apostolate by the Lord himself.” LG 33

Sixty years on from Vatican II, the current Synodal process has
shown us that there is a desire by the laity to be more involved and
the need for solid formation to give people the confidence to respond.

Clifton Diocese offers two in-depth courses in support of this need.

CERTIFICATE IN CATECHESIS
(DOMINICAN SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH)

THE CLIFTON MINISTRY SKILLS PROGRAMME

Neither course requires any specific qualification but rather a disposition to serve

others, to develop the art of listening and spiritual accompaniment and a commitment

to mission and ministry within the Church. Both courses take place part-time over
two years and include on-going support and guidance from a committed team.

If you would like to know more about these courses,
then please do come to one of our information evenings.

HOPE

Pastoral Ministry
Formation Courses

- information sessions
around the diocese:

Wed 25 June:
English Martyrs, Chard

Mon 30 June: Apostle
Room, Cathedral, Clifton

Wed 2 July: Immaculate
Conception, Stroud

Thurs 3 July:
St Francis, Nailsea

Mon 7 July: Our Lady,
Burnham-on-Sea

Tues 8 July:
St Joseph, Tewkesbury

Wed 9 July:
Christ the King, Thornbury

Thurs 10 July:
Our Lady, Cheddar

Mon 14 July:
St Mary, Bath

Each session starts at 7pm.
If you would like to attend one
of these sessions just email:

adult.education@
cliftondiocese.com

CLIFTON
1 DIOCESE
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DEPARTMENT FOR ADULT EDUCATION AND EVANGELISATION

FOLLOWING THE COMPASS
AN INTRODUCTION TO VATICAN 11

Clifton Diocese in
partnership with ‘Light
of Truth’ are offering
four sessions introducing
the historical background
and key teachings of the
four constitutions of the
Second Vatican Council,
explaining their relevance
for us as Catholics today.

Light of Truth

Catholic Faith Formation for Everyone

19 June: What is the
Second Vatican Council?

26 June: The Constitutions
of the Second Vatican
Council

3 July: Key Themes of
the Council’s Teaching

10 July: The Council’s
Teaching in the Church
Today

To sign up for the series,
please click on the Zoom
link found on the Clifton
Diocese website or go to:
www.lightoftruth.uk/join

§ CLIFTON
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" Have you ever thought
about becoming a
catechist or does the
idea of taking on such
a role fill you with
dread?

This short session is
an opportunity for
anyone who is simply
curious about the role,
for those who are keen
but worried that they
might not have what
it takes and for those
who would like to
understand more
about the vocation

of the catechist.

As a diocese, we need
more people to consider
this important role in
our Church, so please
do consider joining

us to hear more about
what it entails and ask
all the questions you
have running through
your mind.

Monday 23rd June
at 7pm online. Email:

adult.education@
cliftondiocese.com

THE VOCATION OF s
THE CATECHIST gor
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YOUTH MINISTRY

Are you called to guide
young hearts in faith to
Jesus Christ? If so, why not
join our youth ministry
formation programme?

This course is grounded in
sacred scripture & church
teaching, including recent
documents like Christus
Vivit, along with practical
examples of different youth
ministries.

These sessions will look

at different topics such

as accompaniment in the
scriptures, the role of young
people in the church,
different initiatives within
our diocese currently focusing
on the youth & the culture
of discernment among the

young.

The main objective of this
course is to help those who
accompany the young,

by understanding the
significance of their role in
the church & to bring each
other closer to the Love of
Jesus Christ.

There will be sixo nline
Wednesday sessions,

7pm - Pm

§ uned uned uly;
9 uly;d  uly,d uly

Email:
adult.education@
cliftondiocese.com

if you would like to attend
and we will send you a Teams
link a few days before each
session.
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What We ve
Been Up 1o

What weve been up to...

Pastoral Ministry Formation - the Pastoral Ministry Formation Course began in 2021 with twelve people.
Each year, since then, the formation course has continued with a further thirty-nine people taking part. The
primary focus of the course is deepening prayer, active listening, accompaniment and engaging in Parish
Ministry rooted in an understanding of the Scriptures and modelling the ministry of Jesus Christ. Itis a challenging
course which encourages and facilitates a journey of personal growth and faith in the participants.

Catechists’ Formation - developing our partnership with the Dominican Sisters of St. Joseph, has led to twenty-two
people from the Diocese participating in a rigorous online course over two years. Any illusion that
the participants might have had that this would be an easy ride, disappeared with the first module
assessment just before Christmas. This oral assessment tested in earnest the understanding that students
had gained. Itis really good to know that participants from Clifton worked hard and persevered, successfully
completing four modules since, each rich in content and delivered with expertise. Applications for September
2025 are now open so if you think you would like to do the course follow this link:
https://www.lightoftruth.uk/certificate

Rite of Election - On the first Saturday of Lent, as at the start of every Lent, our diocesan family gathered at
the cathedral together with our bishop to celebrate the Rite of Election, where those who are journeying
towards becoming part of our Catholic community are presented to Bishop Bosco. This year, there were
62 catechumens and 49 candidates. These numbers, of course, do not include those who are continuing
their journey towards baptism or full communion at Easter but were unable to be present at the cathedral.
We keep these people in our prayers, along with their sponsors and godparents.

Embracing the Loving Mercy of God - on 5th April at St Bernadette’s Catholic Secondary School, Bristol,
we had a Lent Retreat day to reflect upon and experience Reconciliation as the Sacrament of Hope. Our
speakers were Fr Brendan Callaghan SJ, and Margaret & Barry Mizen (http://mizenfoundation.org/). The
day provided the opportunity for conversation and finished with a Service of Reconciliation with the
opportunity for individual confession with Bishop Bosco and priests from around the Diocese.

Liturgies of Reconciliation - Bishop Bosco invited the diocese to join him during this season of Lent to
celebrate the abundant mercy of God through the Sacrament of Reconciliation. The five venues across
our diocese this year were: Immaculate Conception, Stroud; St Peter, Swindon; St Gregory the Great,
Cheltenham; St George, Taunton and St Francis, Nailsea.

Celebration of Marriage & Family Life Mass - the day dawned beautifully so that the light of a glorious
sun, illuminated the walls of our Diocesan Cathedral and the faces of husbands and wives of all ages,
celebrating the vocation of their life lived together. In a moving and joyful celebration, Bishop Bosco
welcomed families from across the Diocese who gathered to celebrate the joys and challenges of family
life. A beautiful Mass honoured over fifty couples celebrating special anniversaries and those who are
engaged to be married. The combined total of 2072 years of marriage were marked. ..such a great
achievement. We look forward to welcoming more couples next year and celebrating once more.


https://www.lightoftruth.uk/certificate
http://mizenfoundation.org/

Deeper into Baptism - in partnership with ‘Light of Truth’ we are offering a workshop led by
the Dominican Sisters of St Joseph to help catechists develop their understanding of the
Sacrament of Baptism and practically integrate that understanding into their catechesis. The
online session will take place on 14 June, 9am - 12noon. Topics cover: What Baptism is and
what it does; The relationship between Baptism and the other sacraments and Integrating
knowledge of Baptism. To sign up for the session, please click on the Zoom link here.

Dates for the Diary

Following the Compass: An Introduction to Vatican Il - in partnership with ‘Light of Truth’
are offering four sessions introducing the historical background and key teachings of
the four constitutions of the Second Vatican Council, explaining their relevance for us as
Catholics today. The sessions cover: 19 June: What is the Second Vatican Council?; 26
June: The Constitutions of the Second Vatican Council; 3 July: Key Themes of the Council’s
Teaching; 10 July: The Council’s Teaching in the Church Today. To sign up for the session,
please click on the Zoom link here.

Youth Ministry Formation Programme - This course is grounded in sacred scripture &
church teaching, including recent documents like Christus Vivit, along with practical examples
of different youth ministries. These sessions will look at different topics such as accompaniment
in the scriptures, the role of young people in the church, different initiatives within our
diocese currently focusing on the youth & the culture of discernment among the young. The
main objective of this course is to help those who accompany the young, by understanding
the significance of their role in the church & to bring each other closer to the Love of Jesus
Christ. There will be six online Wednesday sessions, 7pm - 8.30pm. Dates: 18 June; 25 June;
2 July; 9 July; 16 July; 23 July. Email: adult.education@cliftondiocese.com if you would
like to attend and we will send you a Teams link a few days before each session.

The Vocation of the Catechist - Have you ever thought about becoming a catechist or
does the idea of taking on such a role fill you with dread? This short session is an opportunity
for anyone who is simply curious about the role, for those who are keen but worried
that they might not have what it takes and for those who would like to understand more
about the vocation of the catechist. On Monday 23 June at 7pm, we will be holding this
online session. Let us know if you would like to attend so that we can send you a Teams
link. Simply email: adult.education@cliftondiocese.com if you would like to join us.

Pastoral Ministry Information Sessions (multiple dates and locations): We are now actively
seeking to recruit for the next Pastoral Ministry Formation course which begins in the
Autumn this year. The course is ideal for ANY parishioner who seeks to develop
their capacity to serve the parish in anyway which they believe the Lord is calling them.
You can find more information on the diocesan website and on page 15.

Jubilee Celebration of Hope Day - our Diocesan celebration is on Saturday 19 July,
where we will be gathering with Bishop Bosco for our Diocesan Jubilee Day of Hope
at Downside School & Abbey. We will have three keynote speakers for our adult pro-
gramme (Jane Livesey CJ, Eddie Gilmore, Simon Uttley), as well as a children’s & young
people’s programme throughout the day. Our Jubilee Celebration of Mass will take
place in the Abbey Church at 3pm. If you would like to join us for the day, booking through
Eventbrite is essential. Please register via this link: https://jubileedayofhope.eventbrite.
co.uk for your ticket. For the purpose of catering to the right numbers, a printed or mobile
ticket from Eventbrite is required for the day. The closing date is 16 June. All are most
welcome; we look forward to seeing you!
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