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invitation, serving the Church’s mission to evangelise and 
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community as well as nurturing the faith and prayer of those 
who seek to understand their faith in a deeper, richer way.
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“I invite all Christians, everywhere, at this moment, 
to a renewed personal encounter with Jesus Christ, 

or at least an openness to letting him encounter them; 
I ask all of you to do this unfailingly each day”.

Evangelii Gaudium 3

Welcome to ‘The Clifton Evangelist’ our 19th 
departmental newsletter. For this venture we would 
like it to serve the Diocese of Clifton community as 
effectively as possible. Our aim is that it is both a 
source of information and formation, engaging you, 
the people of our diocese, in sharing and growing 
in our capacity to be faith-filled people, serving the 
wider community and proclaiming the Gospel.
If you’re reading a hard copy and would like to read 
online to make use of the hyperlinks, scan the QR 
code below.
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Diocesan Prayer Offerings

For the love of

Creator God,
You show us what love is
through the beauty of the earth
and the gift of your Son.
For the love of…
animal and plant
mountain and forest
sea and city
woman and man
friend and family
those who live far from us
and those yet to be born.
Move us to live more simply,
to protect the earth
and to speak up for those in need.

Amen

Prayer: Sarah Hagger-Holt/CAFOD
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Nurturing a Culture of being a 
Synodal Church

“We want to be a synodal Church, a Church 
that moves forward, a Church that always seeks 
peace, that always seeks charity, that always 
seeks to be close above all to those who are 
suffering.”
Pope Leo XIV, First Blessing ‘Urbi et Orbi 8 May 2025

In his address to commemorate the 50th 
anniversary of the Synod of Bishops in 2015, 
Pope Francis invited the Church to rediscover 
its synodal character. He spoke of Synodality 
as the path that God Expects of the Church in 
the third millennium.  

To walk this path together is not about a strategy 
for pastoral effectiveness but it is a theological 
expression of who we are as the People of 
God.

‘You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, God’s own people, in order that 
you may proclaim the mighty acts of him who 
called you out of darkness into his marvellous 
light.’ 1 Peter 2:9

As a synodal Church focused on mission, we 
are called to embrace: encounter, listening, 
discernment, participation and shared 
responsibility as essential expressions of our 
communion. This invitation to pause and 
reflect on where we are is given to us so that 
we may prayerfully discern where the Spirit is 
calling us to go – and how we are to get there, 
together. 

Through in-depth evaluation, prayer and 
conversations rooted in l istening and 
dialogue, parish communities are invited 
to reflect and assess how synodal practices 
are being fostered across key dimensions 
of Church life – such as encounter, listening 

and discernment, shared decision-making, 
co-responsibility, inclusion, accountability 
safe-guarding, formation and leadership. 

In the words of the late Pope Francis; “A 
synodal Church is a listening Church, aware 
that listening ‘is more than hearing.’ It is a 
mutual listening in which everyone has some-
thing to learn.”. 2015

Pope Leo has affirmed this when he said: 
“Synodality is a style, an attitude that helps us 
to be Church, promoting authentic experiences 
of participation and communion.” June 2025.

Throughout the process of the Synod (now 
entering its third phase) the aim has never been 
to produce a report but to animate ongoing 
conversion, planning and growth. In essence 
we are being invited to nurture a culture of 
being a synodal Church – one that walks 
together in faith with open hearts. 

To support us on the journey, we are being 
invited to gather once more, first in small com-
munities, followed by area groups leading to 
a larger Diocesan Assembly between now and 
June 2027. The aim of our conversations during 
this time is simply to review and determine 
where we are on the journey and how we 
can further develop our way of being Church 
which is alive, active and mission oriented. 

The Clifton Synod Team
In communion with the whole Church, the 
Diocese of Clifton is continuing the process of 
embedding synodality into its life and work. 
Bishop Bosco has invited the following people 
to support and facilitate the journey of synodality 
in the Diocese:

Synodal Church
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Sarah Adams (Director for the Department of 
Evangelisation and Discipleship)
Louise White (Bristol) Diocesan Adviser for 
Schools and Colleges
David Blake (Wiltshire)
Simon Napper (Wiltshire)
Christopher Page (Wiltshire)
Penny Sweet (Gloucestershire)
Jonathan Wilmer (Gloucestershire)
Matt Reed (Somerset)
Pat Reed (Somerset)
Fiona Mills (Forest of Dean)
Fr. Joby Lukose (Cheltenham)
Deacon Lawrence McCarthy (South Glos)

If you would like more information or to 
understand how you can get involved, please 
contact us by sending an email to: 
synod@cliftondiocese.com

An Invitation
The Clifton Synod Team invites you, with your 
Parish, to continue the journey of becoming a 
Synodal Church. This is a real opportunity to 
identify the many ways in which your Parish is 
already synodal and celebrate that. It is also 
an opportunity to consider how your Parish 
can become more synodal in your activities. 
The Clifton Synod Team is here to help you to 
do that. 

Some starting points: 

• Visit the School for Synodality Website and 
see the many resources offered available. 
https://www.schoolforsynodality.org.uk/

• Gather a group and run five sessions using 
‘A Feast for All Peoples’ to help you engage 
with the pathways to synodality. Available on 
the School for Synodality website.

• Listening with the Heart – learn and implement 
the art of Conversations in the Spirit – the 
methodology of Synodality. Formation is 
available from the Department for Evangelisation 
and Discipleship. 

      Contact: sarah.adams@cliftondiocese.com

• Examine the way your Parish Council works 
to see if it is truly Pastoral. Use ‘Reimagining 
Parish Pastoral Councils’ as a resource, avail-
able from the School for Synodality or 
the Department. Formation and support is 
available from the Department.

• Prepare to be involved in area assemblies 
in preparation for a Diocesan Assembly in 
Spring 2027 and encourage your community 
to engage with the journey. Listen to those 
who are unsure or sceptical – try to under-
stand what they have to say. Consider this 
– who are we not listening to? 

• Offer your services to be a facilitator or 
note-taker (training given) by signing up to 
the database. 

Synodal Church
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Season of 
Creation

Parish Resources for the 
Season of Creation

Laudato Si 'animator John Woodhouse has 
sent these short parish newsletter items for the 
Season of Creation (September 1 to October 
4 2026) The banner is by Laudato Si' animator 
Martin Jarvis.

The season of Creation begins on Sept 1 the 
World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation. 
The theme of the season is "Living water". We 
learn of a river growing deeper and restoring 
barren land with reviving waters and sustaining 
flourishing ecosystems.

This vision invites human responsibility: 
recognising ecological damage and embracing 
interconnectedness. We are called to immerse 
ourselves in the water, actively safeguarding 
and working for the renewal of creation so that 
environmental healing and human well-being 
may flourish together.

For Sept 6 - 23rd Sunday Year A
In the Gospel today Jesus tells us what to do if 
somebody does something wrong. "Where two 
or three meet in my name, I shall be there with 
them".

The Season of Creation theme of "Living water" 
encourages us to immerse ourselves in the tears 
of creation, allowing our hearts to be touched by 
those suffering particularly from environmental 
degradation, as well as the suffering of all 
creation. We should all pray together for our 
common home.

For Sept 12 - 24th Sunday Year A
In the Gospel today Peter asks how often must I 
forgive my brother if he wrongs me. Jesus 
answered "Not seven, I tell you, but seventy-
seven times". A parable follows but how much 
God has forgiven us and we must forgive our 
fellow servants in the same way.

It is important to be well-informed about what is 
actually happening. To find out what is happening 
in the UK seek out a showing of the People's 
Emergency Briefing and respond to it by writing 
to your MP. On the theme of Season of creation 
for 2026 "Living water" we are facing a crisis with 
lack of water and drought from the heat waves. 
Much water is wasted and too much money goes 
into the pockets of shareholders and not to-
wards fixing our ageing infrastructure.

For Sept 20 - 25th Sunday Year A
In the Gospel today we learn that all are equal in 
the sight of God. All get the same pay. "I choose 
to pay the last-comer as much as I pay you". But 
this is not the case in our world. The poor get 
poorer while the rich get richer. Pope Leo has 
written in Magnifica Humanitas that all should 
receive a fair wage. The poor need justice. Find 
out what you can do to help.
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For Sept 27 - 26th Sunday Year A
In the first reading today from Ezekiel we are 
asked "Is what I do unjust? Is it not what you 
do that is unjust?"

Pope Leo's encyclical Magnifica Humanitas 
on safeguarding the human person in the 
time of artificial intelligence and tying in this 
and the theme of water, perhaps you can now 
think about the cost of our Google searches 
and AI e.g. ChatGPT prompts. This is taken 
from earth.org and helps you to see the true 
cost: www.earthday.org/the-true-price-of-ev-
ery-chatgpt-prompt/ "For instance, each time 
someone asks ChatGPT a question, the  
exchange feels nearly invisible: just text 
appearing on a screen. But behind that 
response lies a massive physical infrastructure 
drawing electricity, consuming water, and 
producing carbon emissions at an 
unprecedented scale. As generative artificial 
intelligence becomes embedded in everyday 
life, the environmental footprint of the system 
powering it is growing just as rapidly."

Data centres rely on water-based cooling 
systems to prevent servers from overheating. 
This amounts to an astronomical level of water 
and is only increasing. Think about your own 
searches and settings, can you avoid using AI 
and unnecessarily storing data? For example, 
clear up your folders (some might remember this 
was an automatic step when the PC slowed 
down!). Maybe you can think about the small 
actions you take and consider the impact 
these have. As St Teresa of Calcutta taught us: 
"Do small things, with great love".

Sunday Oct 4th St Francis of Assisi 800th 
anniversary of his death (end of the Season of 
creation)
The readings for the 27th Sunday Year A focus 
on the vineyard. St Francis is a much-loved 
saint who helps us to remember all the 
animals and birds and indeed the whole of 
creation on which we depend.

Season of 
Creation
Season of 
Creation

http://www.earthday.org/the-true-price-of-every-chatgpt-prompt/
http://www.earthday.org/the-true-price-of-every-chatgpt-prompt/
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Nearly 20,000 Steps, One Tube of 
Ointment… and a Heart Renewed
If someone had asked me before our diocesan 
gathering what I expected to bring home, I 
would probably have said, “A notebook full of 
inspiring quotes.” Little did I know I would also 
be bringing home aching knees, a sore heel, 
one well-used tube of ointment—and a heart 
renewed by God.

As one of the volunteers, I somehow perfected 
the art of being everywhere and nowhere at the 
same time. One minute I was welcoming 
delegates, the next I was answering questions 
while checking with Sarah and Rich for the 
latest instructions. By the end of the day, my 

phone proud-
ly announced 
that I had 
walked almost 
20,000 steps. 
My feet, how-
ever, were far 
less impressed. 
More than 
once I quietly 
disappeared 
behind a wall—
not for silent 
contemplation 

—  but to massage generous amounts of oint-
ment into a protesting heel and increasingly vocal 
knee.

I had deliberately kept quiet about my walk-
ing limitations before volunteering. Instead, I 
simply offered them to God, trusting that if He 
had called me to serve, He would provide the 
strength. He certainly did. Despite the discomfort, 
if  someone asked me to volunteer again 
tomorrow, my answer would probably be, 
“Where do I sign?”

The gathering itself was a wonderful celebration 
of our Catholic faith. Over 500 delegates came 
together, enriched by the joyful participation 

of three youth groups and a vibrant youth choir 
whose singing at Holy Mass reminded us that the 
Church is alive and flourishing in the next generation.
Yet what stayed with me most was not the music, 
the organisation or even my record-breaking step 
count. It was the moving testimony of our guest 
speaker, Patti Boulaye, who spoke on the theme 
The Joy of Love.

Although many know Patti as an internationally 
acclaimed entertainer, what shone brightest was 
her unwavering Catholic faith. As she shared her 
journey with honesty and humility, I found myself 
asking not, “What has Patti achieved?” but rather, 
“What is God asking of me?”

Several lessons have remained with me.

The first was beautifully simple: Keep Christ at the 
centre of everything.

Not just on Sundays. Not only during Lent. Not 
only when life is going well. Every decision, every 
conversation, every disappointment and every 
celebration should begin with Him.

Her message reminded me of Martha and Mary 
(Luke 10:38–42). Martha was busy serving, yet 
Jesus gently reminded her that Mary had chosen 
“the better part” by sitting first at His feet. Our 
ministries, careers, families and responsibilities are 
important, but unless Christ is at the centre, even 
our best efforts can lose their true purpose.

Jesus Himself tells us:
“Seek first the kingdom of God and his righteous-
ness, and all these things shall be yours as well.” 
(Matthew 6:33)

Perhaps that is why those 20,000 steps somehow 
felt lighter. 

Patti also encouraged us to look for the silver 
lining in every difficulty. Life rarely unfolds accord-
ing to our carefully prepared plans. Doors close 
unexpectedly. Illness comes without invitation. 
Prayers sometimes appear unanswered. Yet God is 
often doing His greatest work behind the scenes.

Joseph’s story immediately came to mind. 
Betrayed by his brothers, sold into slavery 

Diocesan Day
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and imprisoned unjustly, he later declared:
“You intended to harm me, but God intend-
ed it for good.” (Genesis 50:20)

Likewise, St Paul assures us:
“We know that in everything God works for 
good with those who love him.” (Romans 
8:28)

Patti spoke not with bitterness about life’s 
hardships but with gratitude for the way God 
had woven even painful experiences into His 
greater plan. It challenged me to ask less 
often, “Why is this happening?” and more 
often, “Lord, what are You teaching me?”

Another lesson that deeply inspired me was 
the courage to remain faithful whatever the 
cost.

In an industry where compromise is often 
presented as the price of success, Patti chose 
conviction over popularity. Her witness 
reminded me of Daniel, who remained faith-
ful in Babylon despite the lions’ den (Daniel 
6), and Joseph in Egypt, who chose integrity 
over temptation even though it cost him his 
freedom (Genesis 39).

Faithfulness is rarely the easiest path, but 
Christ reminds us:

“Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the 
crown of life.” (Revelation 2:10)

Patti also challenged us to make prayer, fast-
ing and charity a permanent way of life rath-
er than seasonal Lenten practices. Jesus 
Himself assumes these disciplines will shape 
every Christian life: “When you pray… when 
you fast… when you give alms…” (Matthew 
6:1–18). They draw us closer to God, teach us 

dependence upon Him and open our hearts to others.
Perhaps the most comforting message of all was that 
God never abandons us in suffering. Like Job, who 
trusted God despite unimaginable loss, and St Paul, 
who discovered that God’s grace was sufficient even 
when his “thorn in the flesh” remained (2 Corinthians 
12:9), we are reminded that suffering is never faced 
alone. Above all, Jesus Himself walked the road to 
Calvary and now walks beside us through every 
cross we carry.

As the Psalmist beautifully assures us:
“Even though I walk through the darkest valley, I fear 
no evil; for you are with me.” (Psalm 23:4)

Driving home that evening, I realised the greatest 
gift I had received was not simply an inspiring 
conference. It was a renewed desire to know Christ 
more deeply, to trust Him more completely and to 
follow Him more courageously.

The chairs have now been packed away, the choir 
has fallen silent and my knee has thankfully recov-
ered. But the lessons remain. If nearly 20,000 steps 
and one tube of ointment were the price of receiving 
them, I would happily pay it again.

For that is the true Joy of Love—not simply hearing 
inspiring words, but allowing them to transform the 
way we live, hope and follow Christ each day. The 
organisers gave us a beautifully planned day and I 
am indeed grateful to them, but God quietly gave 
me something far greater: a heart renewed.

      Auxilia

Diocesan Day
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Dilexi Te 
Symposium

Reflections on the Diocesan Dilexi Te Symposium
On 30 May 2026, I attended the Diocesan Dilexi Te Symposium, which explored Pope Leo XIV’s first apostolic 
exhortation, Dilexi Te (“I have delighted in you”), a document centred on Christ’s love for the poor and the 
Church’s call to renew its commitment to those most in need.

Bishop Bosco opened the day by placing the exhortation within the context of recent teaching from Pope 
Francis and by highlighting Magnifica Humanitas, which had been published only days before the symposium. 
His presentation helped us appreciate the continuity of the Church’s social teaching and its renewed focus 
on those living on the margins.

The keynote speaker, Sir John Battle, drew on many years of experience serving the poor in Britain. With 
characteristic humility, he said he would simply “tell some tales from Leeds”. What followed was both moving 
and challenging.

Sir John reminded us that Jesus chose to be poor, to be with the poor, and to notice the poor. He then posed 
a simple but profound question: “How do we become a Church of the poor?”

After a lifetime of public service as an MP and government minister, Sir John now serves in a more personal 
way. Having learned that four tower blocks near Armley Prison in Leeds had some of the highest rates of 
suicide among men living alone with complex needs, he helped establish a Men’s Mental Health Walking 
Group. What began as a simple invitation to walk together, share a coffee, and enjoy a meal has grown into 
a supportive community.

Over the past sixteen years, lives have been transformed. While not every tragedy has been prevented, Sir 
John observed that no one from those flats now dies unnoticed or unloved. At the heart of his presentation 
was a question that remains with me:

Who is your neighbour?
Our neighbour may not be someone we would naturally choose. They may challenge us, frustrate us, or 
make demands on our time. Yet the Gospel calls us to recognise them as our neighbour all the same.

During our small-group “Conversations in the Spirit”, participants reflected on the power of accompaniment 
and considered who might be poor within our own communities: the elderly, the sick, those with limited 
educational opportunities, and young people who struggle to find hope.

We were particularly struck by the idea that our neighbours are not chosen by us but are, in a sense, “given” 
to us. We also reflected on the challenging suggestion that it is often the poor who save us, by teaching us 
compassion, generosity, and dependence upon God.

As we considered how we might become a poorer and more welcoming Church, we asked ourselves 
some important questions: Who is the Church for? How can we reconnect with those on the margins? And 
can the practice of Conversations in the Spirit help us renew our parish priorities?

The symposium left us encouraged, challenged, and inspired to look again at the people God has placed 
around us, and to ask ourselves: Who is my neighbour, and how is God calling me to serve them?

Deacon Eric
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Caritas

Caritas Clifton
Throughout the gospels Christ’s message to us on caring for His people is put across time and time 
again. This is beautifully illustrated in 1 John 3:16-18 

‘This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay down 
our lives for our brothers and sisters. If anyone has material possessions and sees a brother or sister 
in need but has no pity on them, how can the love of God be in that person? Dear children, let us 
not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.’

And we listen, we understand, and we want to follow Christ’s teaching as part of our lives. To this 
end we are given the greatest gift of all - the Eucharist. We receive this for ourselves and our needs 
and, we receive this to give us the strength, wisdom and judgement to go and care for those in 
need.

Christ taught us that the dignity of every single person must be respected. This means that they can 
live in peace, their needs are seen and they are listened to. There are no exceptions, there is no dis-
crimination and, no one is marginalised. This is the basis of Jesus’ teaching and what we call 
Catholic Social Teaching and, Caritas.

The worldwide Caritas (meaning charity in Latin) initiative began in 
Germany in 1897 by Fr Lorenz Werthmann to care for the poor. 
Other countries then started their own Caritas initiatives. In the 
1920‘s these individual groups were brought together as one body 
named Caritas Catholica becoming the Vatican’s official 
organisation for the support for the poor, renamed Caritas 
Internationalis in 1951 and run by the Holy See. The Caritas 
Internationalis initiative (www.caritas.org) now works in more than 
200 countries ‘as an expression of the church’s mission, we serve 
the poor, vulnerable and excluded, regardless of race or religion, 
working together for a just world’.

In England, Caritas is run within the Catholic Social Action Network 
(www.csan.org.uk). CSAN puts a particular emphasis on the poor 
and the dignity of people. The dignity of the human person in 
particular. 

‘A just society can become a reality only when it is based on the respect of the transcendent dignity 
of the human person’ (Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church, 132) 

In Clifton Diocese we have had a Caritas initiative for many years now. The Department for Evangelisation 
and Discipleship offers opportunities for Parishes to explore the work of Caritas and Catholic Social 
Teaching. The bishop is keen to develop this further so that it becomes something which is not a 
practical resource for parishes but become embedded in the fabric of the community. 
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Caritas

The other dioceses in England have Caritas initiatives carrying out 
the most impressive work. Each diocese has a different structure, 
and work varies depending on the need in that area. 

In the Diocese of Clifton parishes are carrying out outstanding 
social action projects with parishioners also volunteering in local 
charities and fundraising initiatives. Caritas Clifton will support these 
initiatives, where needed, and also assist in the setting up of new 
groups or projects.

Firstly, a list is being collated of social action groups and projects 
parishes have running to form a diocesan wide database. This will 
be coupled with researching the established and new charities in 
each area. By combining these two together we will have a good 
idea of where in the diocese there are gaps and Caritas Clifton will 
look to see how best to assist in this.

 The remit of the Caritas Clifton will include;
• Advice on the setting up of groups in parishes where they don’t exist – Caritas Clifton will be a 

resource for grants available towards food costs, suggested models of working with local charities 
to assist and contribute to the cost of groups.

• Provide support in raising grant funding for social needs and refurbishment projects. To make 
available grant opportunities to parishes. To be aware of parish projects requiring funding so the 
right grant opportunities can be forwarded. Assistance on completing grant applications.

• To specifically encourage the set-up of more Young Adults’ Groups. Involve the young adults of 
the Diocese in the Caritas initiative.

• Work with head teachers, who have knowledge of families in poverty and look how parishes and 
Caritas Clifton can offer support.

• Be ready for when action is required. For example, a pandemic   or cold winter. Highlighting 
where there is a lack of food banks. 

• Put a greater emphasis on special days in the Liturgical Calendar; Day for Migrants and Refugees, 
Day of the Poor etc

• Lenten giving. Putting a greater emphasis on raising money for charities and social care initiatives 
local to parishes. Particularly rural poverty.

• Care of the planet. As followers of Laudato Si we know that climate change has a direct effect on 
the poor and marginalised throughout the world. 

The development of Caritas Clifton into a practical resource for parishes is an exciting project. 
Presentations have been made to The Chapter, Council of Priest’s and Deans which received a 
positive response. Parishes have already started requesting a presentation for their parishioners 
who are keen to know more and how they can get involved. If you would like further information, 
please get in contact Reverend Deacon Robert von Hawrylak. 
Email: caritasclifton@cliftondiocese.com

                                                        

Robert
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Letter from Peru

The Peruvian Saint You May Not Have Heard Of
At the moment, here in Peru, many parishes and little chapels are preparing for the celebration of one 
of the Church's most beloved saints: Saint Rose of Lima. Here in our own parish, there is a large statue 
of Santa Rosa close to the sanctuary. Next Sunday I will be celebrating a special Mass in her honour in 
two of the small chapels that form part of our parish, both of which are dedicated to St Rose. It is one of 
the things I have noticed during my time in Peru: there is a deep popular devotion to the saints. People 
who may not always be regular Sunday Mass-goers will often turn out in large numbers for the feast of 
a particular saint. The great feast days have a way of bringing people together. Processions, fireworks, 
traditional dances, food and drink.

Throughout the universal Church, the memoria of St Rose of Lima 
is celebrated on 23 August. Here in Peru, however, her feast is 
celebrated on 30 August, and it is one of the great occasions of 
popular devotion in the country. Saint Rose needs little introduction 
to Catholics around the world. She was born in Lima in 1586 and 
lived a remarkably simple and hidden life. She spent much of her 
life in prayer, penance and works of charity, caring especially for 
the poor and sick. Yet this quiet young woman from Lima became 
the first person from the Americas to be canonised a saint. She is 
now patroness of Peru, of the Americas and of the Philippines. Her 
popularity here is immediately obvious. Go into almost any Catholic 
church or chapel in Peru and you are likely to find an image of Santa Rosa. In our own church of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe, she has one of the two small niches beside the great statue of Our Lady, alongside another 
much-loved Peruvian saint, Saint Martin de Porres.

But there is another saint whose image we are perhaps less likely to recognise. And he is a saint who has 
a particularly special place in the heart of Pope Leo XIV. His name is Saint Toribius de Mogrovejo. He is 
often referred to as “The Apostle of Peru”. In Peru we are celebrating 300 years since his canonisation in 
1726 and he is front and centre everywhere are present.

Toribio was not Peruvian by birth. He was born in Mayorga, in Spain, in 1538. He studied law at 
Salamanca and became a professor and a distinguished lawyer. While still a layman, he was appointed 
by King Philip II as a senior judge of the Inquisition in Granada. Then something rather extraordinary 
happened. He was chosen to become Archbishop of Lima. Toribio initially resisted the appointment. 
He was not even a priest! But eventually he accepted, received the necessary orders and was 

consecrated bishop in 1580 before travelling to Peru. What 
followed was an extraordinary episcopate.

The Archdiocese of Lima at that time was enormous, stretching 
across a vast part of Spanish South America. Toribio did not 
simply govern it from Lima. He travelled through it. Again 
and again. He covered tens of thousands of kilometres, often 
through extremely difficult terrain, visiting remote communities 
and bringing the Gospel and the sacraments to people who 
had rarely, if ever, seen their bishop.
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Letter from Peru

He also became a powerful defender of indigenous people. He confronted abuses 
by colonial officials and even members of the clergy. He insisted that indigenous 
peoples should be properly taught the Christian faith and that their dignity should 
be respected. He was deeply committed to communicating the Gospel in the 
languages of the people he served. He promoted catechisms in Quechua and 
Aymara, and wanted priests to be able to communicate with people in their own 
languages.

And then there is an extraordinary connection with the saints we know so well. 
Toribio personally administered the sacrament of Confirmation to three people who 
would later become saints: Saint Rose of Lima, Saint Martin de Porres and Saint Juan 
Macías. Think about that for a moment. The young Rose of Lima and Martin de 

Porres, along with the Spaniard Juan Macías were living in Lima at the same time as this Spanish archbishop 
was tirelessly travelling through Peru. The bishop who confirmed them could hardly have known what 
God would eventually do through their lives.

And perhaps this helps us to understand why Saint Toribio has such a special place in the heart of Pope 
Leo XIV. Before he became Pope, Robert Prevost spent many years as a missionary and bishop in Peru, 
eventually becoming Bishop of Chiclayo. He knows the Church of Peru not simply from books, but from 
years of living among its people. I’m sure we’ve all seen photos of him on a 
horse heading up into the Andean villages.

In January 2026, when Pope Leo received the bishops of Peru in Rome for their 
ad limina visit, he spoke particularly warmly of Saint Toribio. The Pope noted 
that the visit was taking place in the context of the 300th anniversary of Toribio's 
canonisation, and told the bishops that they were “the fruit of the evangelical 
seed” which this holy bishop had planted in Peru. He encouraged them to look 
to Toribio's example of missionary zeal, closeness to his people and dedication 
to bringing the Gospel to even the most inaccessible places. It is easy to under-
stand why.

Saint Toribio was a bishop who went out to meet his people. He travelled to the 
peripheries. He sought to speak their languages. He defended those who were 
vulnerable. He brought the sacraments to people who might otherwise have 
been forgotten. He was, in many ways, a missionary bishop before the word 
“missionary” became fashionable. And there is something rather beautiful about 
the fact that this Spanish bishop, who came to Peru more than four hundred years 
ago, is still remembered today as the Patron of the Episcopate of Latin America.

For me, living and working here in Peru, there is something quite moving about discovering these saints. 
Some are very familiar to us: Rose, Martin. Others are almost invisible to Catholics in England. But perhaps 
that is one of the joys of the communion of saints. We do not have to limit ourselves to the saints we already 
know. There are saints waiting to be discovered in every country, every culture and every period of the 
Church's history.

So, you may never have heard of Saint Toribio de Mogrovejo before. But perhaps you have just found 
a new saint to ask to pray for you.
               Fr Matt Anscombe
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Praying the Psalms
I will give thanks to the Lord with my whole heart;

I will recount all of your wonderful deeds.
Ps 9:1

Each day of every week, psalms such as the 
one just quoted, are prayed, chanted, or 
sung. For clergy and religious communities 
throughout the world they form a significant 
part of the rhythm of their daily prayer. For 
many ordinary church goers psalms are 
experienced through the readings at Mass 
or other liturgical services. But what are 
these prayers and why have they become 
such a significant and popular part of our 
Christian prayer and worship?

Perhaps the first thing to remember is that 
the psalms, which are firmly rooted in the 
Jewish tradition, are a rich and diverse way 
of expressing the deepest of  experiences. 
The people of Israel found solace in poetry, 
prayer and music and the psalms that grew 
out of the community, sought to give voice 
to their journey through life in all its diversity 
and richness. Although tradition suggests 
that the psalms were written by David, to 
fully appreciate the nature of the psalms it is 
better to see them as the thoughts and feel-
ings of a community of faith who composed, 
collected and passed on their prayers, songs, 
and liturgy. It was their experience of living 
life as the people of God. 

The psalms reveal to us different moments 
and experiences in Israel’s history. For example 
when the Israelites were delivered from 
Egypt, they sang and danced about their 
triumph over Pharaoh and their new found 
freedom. Yet when they were exiled in Baby-
lonia after the fall of Jerusalem, all they could 
do was weep. They could not sing songs to 
the Lord in a foreign land, as their captors 
wanted them to. Thus Psalm 137 speaks not 
joy but of their misery and frustration. 

There are 150 psalms in the book of psalms 
(psalter) often grouped into different categories 
which can be helpful to us when we are in a 
particular frame of mind and wanting to pray 
with words that help us in our need. These 
different categories include psalms of lament, 
of thanksgiving, hymns of praise, prayers of 
wisdom and historical psalms which focus on 
God’s saving actions on behalf of his people. 
Although we may pick and choose what psalm 
we wish to pray at any one time, for the Jewish 
people they were used primarily within the 
context of worship to provide a structure in 
which they could express their concerns. 

It is possible to look at the psalms from a critical 
and analytical perspective. Indeed there are 
many books which do this. Looking analytically 
can help our understanding and appreciation of 
what a particular psalm was an expression of at 
the time, such as Hannah’s song of dedication of 
Samuel (1 Samuel 2:1-10). However, the most 
important reason for going to the psalms lies in 
the means they offer us to pray and meditate. 
Having a place to express thanks, hurts, praise 
and grief honestly to God is helpful for all of us. 
The psalms are rich in diversity and at the same 
time unifying in their expression. They give us 
a voice when we do not know how to express 
what we might be thinking or feeling. 

Psalm 42 – As the Deer Longs – 

As a deer longs for flowing streams,
so my soul longs for you, O God.
My soul thirsts for God,
for the living God.
When shall I come and behold

the face of God?
My tears have been my food,

day and night,
While people say to me continually

“Where is your God?”
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Psalms

These things I remember
As I pour out my soul:

How I went with the throng
and led them in procession to the 
house of God
With glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving,

A multitude keeping festival.
Why are you cast down, O my soul
and why are you disquieted within me?
Hope in God, for I shall again praise him

My help and my God.

© NRSV Bible Catholic Edition Darton, Longman and Todd 2005

Psalm 42

This is one of the great psalms of lament. A 
psalm which speaks of the desire of one who 
is absorbed deep in prayer and longing for 
God. The poetic image of the deer, thirsting 
for water in an arid desert, emphasises the 
depth of this person’s own thirst for God, a 
God who is the living water (cf. John 4:10-14). 
Here the psalmist is remembering a past of 
beautiful liturgical celebrations that gave 
him or her joy but to which the psalmist no 
longer has access. The temple of Jerusalem 
was that place – a place of intimacy with 
God. Now all the psalmist can do is weep 
and lament the loss. Can God continue to be 
silent in the face of such crying out? The last 
two lines encourage the person to be 
encouraged, to have hope.

Reflection

As a sixth form student in the 1970’s I, along 
with other students, was taken to the small, 
picturesque town of Broadway in Gloucester-
shire to make a three day retreat. I had never 
made a retreat before. I didn’t know what to 
expect. I don’t even remember much about it 
but I do know that it sowed seeds in me that 
have taken years to blossom, but which have 

flowered in so many different ways. Above all I 
believe it sowed within me a deep thirst to know 
God. I first came across Psalm 42 at the Easter 
Vigil some years later, following a number of 
barren years in the wilderness of church practice 
and belief. I was particularly struck by the deep 
longing of the psalmist to behold the face of 
God once more. It touched something within 
me. Now whenever I hear or sing this psalm, I 
encounter a thirst deep within myself that has 
yet to be quenched. 

For what do I really thirst? It is a big question. 

I know I thirst for justice in a world that fails to 
really care for its children or elderly. I thirst for a 
world where no one is hungry and where all the 
food in the world can be shared out so that all are 
fed. I thirst for an end to war and conflict in the 
Middle East and the other numerous countries 
of our world. I thirst for respect among people 
of belief and no belief. I thirst for so many things 
but ultimately, I thirst to know and trust in the 
God of love who also thirsts for me. Deep down 
in me there is this hole, a hole that God created 
within me so that only God can fill. It is a place 
for God’s love to enter in, if I can but allow it.

Ponder

Have you ever experienced being in the desert?

Who or what opened your eyes to God?

For what do you thirst?
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Evangelising through Listening

There is currently a great emphasis within the Church on mission, often framed in the question: How 
can I be effective in a secular world? How can I convert people?

The answer is of course: I can’t. Conversion is always a work of the Holy Spirit and without the Spirit 
leading to a relationship with God through Christ, our efforts are in vain. But there are things we can 
do to help.

One of the most important things we can do is to listen. We need to listen to people, to hear their 
experience, to feel their pain both past and present, as well as their joys and present satisfactions. 
We need to feel with them; to relate to them. Sometimes, if they have learned to trust us, we can 
share our own experience of life. Gradually, the conversation and relationship may turn to something 
meaningful.

Conversion comes in many ways: crisis experiences; chance encounters; even through American 
Evangelists! But honest friendship is always a possible route.

So many people need to be listened to. It can help them to make sense of their lives when they can 
share their story. In some instances, all they need is a listening ear. A warm and attentive listener may 
lead a person to utter things they hardly recognise as existing in their minds, and the very recognition 
leads to healing.

Whether people are elderly, or raising a family, or struggling with adolescence, a listening ear may 
be the one thing they need to find the strength and direction for carrying on. It is a call to us all: be 
an attentive listener, and see what follows.

The Spirit might suggest to us that we mention a church group which could help, or a book, or person. 
Or we might come to the conclusion that we are simply not the right person to help in this situation! 
As long as we keep up our own prayer and relationship with God and seek his direction, while 
maintaining a deep respect for the person with whom we are engaging, we won’t go far wrong.
The rest is up to God and the Spirit.

P.S. Safety warning: do not engage with too many people at the same time! You have your own life 
and energies to preserve!

Marion 
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Finding the Voice to Give God Praise 
– the Role of Music in the Liturgy
There is a beautiful song composed by the English composer Bernadette Farrell which has as its refrain 
‘Bread for the Word, a world of hunger, wine for all people, people who thirst. May we who eat be bread 
for others, may we who drink pour out our love.’  It is a communion procession song, written to 
accompany people as they process to receive the body and blood of Christ. The words echo the words 
of St. Augustine who, when speaking of those about to receive communion for the first time, reminded 
the newly received into the Church that they received the body of Christ so that they may become the 
body of Christ. Participating in the Liturgy impacts our hearts and minds and therefore our lives 
because it offers us the opportunity for healing, for forgiveness and enables us to celebrate both death 
and resurrection in Christ. At the same time, it impels us to go out and minister to others, to wash feet 
and feed the hungry. 

Music plays an important role in this because as an ‘inte-
gral’ part of the liturgy (GIRM) it re-enforces what we speak 
and what we hear. It has an important role to play for it is 
well known that when we sing the words become a part of 
us. We remember them and they stay with us. They have 
the power to shape our lives – what we do and what we 
believe, because what we remember we come to believe. 
Given the regularity with which we sing hymns and prayers 
it is more likely that we will remember what we sing.  Music 
adds to the solemnity of the liturgy; conveying what words 
cannot express, fostering unity by drawing people together 
and enables people to more fully participate.  Given that we are all called to full, conscious and active 
participation in the liturgy, (SC48) those who have a particular responsibility for ministering music have 
an important role to play. Importantly they need to know their community so that they can facilitate and 
enable everyone to participate. For people to be able to join in with the music they need to be able to 
see the words, be taught the tunes and encouraged to sing. The role of the music group or the choir is 
to support the assembly in its sung prayer. The best parish choir is one where everyone is a member.

Because as individuals and groups we have different tastes, music can be the source of great division 
in a church community – the lack of tolerance we can have for another’s preferred genre of music is at 
times shocking because it reflects a lack of willingness on our part to embrace the ‘other’ and accept 
that another’s preference has a place. As a Christian community, however, we need to find ways of 
respecting and appreciating each other so that even if we don’t agree we can show to the world that it is 
possible to live side by side with one another with our differences and in love. By doing this we become 
a community of hospitality – one that welcomes the outsider and embraces the one who is different. The 
music we choose for our Eucharistic celebration must therefore be pastorally sensitive to the needs of 
the community whilst also be sensitive to the needs of the world.

Finding the Voice to 
Give God Praise
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Marian Procession 
- Assumption

Feast of the Assumption of Our Blessed Lady - Sunday 16th August 2026
Chapel of All Saints, Wardour

On Sunday 16th August, the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time was displaced by the 
Solemnity of the Assumption of Our Blessed Lady, transferred from the day before. 
The Church has a long tradition of celebrating its great feasts with a Procession of 
the faithful. This tradition, too often dismissed as ‘popular piety’ (as if anything is 
wrong with that!), has been neglected in many parts of the Church in recent 
decades, where once it formed an integral part of the liturgical life of any parish.
Here in Tisbury and Wardour, there are published accounts of the annual Corpus 
Christi Procession, and evidence of a Marian Procession is provided by, among 
other things, a magnificent 19th century processional Marian banner at the chapel. 
Every year a parishioner leads a group of parents in organising a Shakespeare 
production: around twenty children spend a fortnight learning and rehearsing for 
a two night run, performed outside in a field. In a delightful, possibly coincidental (but we don’t believe in 
coincidences), heraldic tribute to the Arundells of Wardour who built Wardour Chapel, the players are known 
as the Swallows.
This year, our parishioner suggested that, as the Assumption was being observed the day after the Shakespeare 

performances, we could have a Marian Procession after Mass, and she would 
encourage the Swallows to come to Mass and to take part in the procession. 
Additional encouragement may have been provided by this year’s Director of 
Music for the production. Parishioners arriving for Mass found the usually discreet 
marble relief carving at the back of the chapel of the Madonna and Child (carved by 
Pierre-Etienne Monnot in 1703) lit with candles in honour of the Feast; a Marian banner 
and a Papal banner standing ready; and a statue of Our Blessed Lady, bedecked 
and crowned with flowers, standing on its palanquin on the Sanctuary. The 
palanquin (word of the week!) was made for the occasion by a parishioner whose 
carpentry skills were previously unknown to many of us.

After the final blessing the celebrant, Fr Joseph-Columba Meigh (known to those who had been at the Shakespeare as 
the Director of Music), removed his Mass vestments (‘St Germain’ from the collection at Wardour, chosen for the day because 
of the beautiful delicate blue flowers woven into the silk) and put on the magnificent Marian cope – 19th 
century embroidered silk with a fine late 19th century embroidered hood depicting the Annunciation, and 
much earlier Opus Anglicanum orphreys. The statue of Our Lady was honoured with incense and, under the 
supervision of the new parish carpenter, four sturdy Swallows lifted the statue of Our 
Lady shoulder high and the procession set off down the aisle: thurifer, processional 
Cross, Marian banner, children scattering petals, statue, Papal banner, celebrant and 
MC, and a good congregation of faithful of all ages. Praying the Rosary, interspersed 
with rousing Marian hymns, the procession went down the drive to the gate, left 
towards Wardour Court, left again past the front of Wardour Court and into ‘Temple 
Garden’ (by kind permission of Margaret Baird).
The statue was placed on the stone plinth in front of the garden’s temple and, with 
providential timing, Fr Joseph led everyone in the mid-day Angelus as the chapel’s 
Angelus bell rang out across the Vale of Wardour. All then prayed the Litany of Loreto, 
and then sang the Salve Regina while the statue was once again honoured with 
incense; devotions concluded with a final blessing.
The altar party returned to the sacristy – removing the cope must have been quite a relief on such a hot day. 
Refreshments (elderflower cordial and home-made biscuits provided by a kind parishioner) were much needed – and 
greatly enjoyed by all. Next year the Feast also falls on a Sunday…
Queen of All Saints, pray for us!  
Queen assumed into heaven, pray for us! Catherine
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Magnifica Humanitas

Magnifica Humanitas - a diocesan resource for parishes
Artificial intelligence is developing with extraordinary speed. For many people, it brings a mixture of 
excitement, curiosity and unease. It is already changing the way we work, communicate, learn and 
relate to one another, even before we have had time to consider what those changes may mean.

The Church has an important contribution to make to this conversation. We do not approach 
technology with fear, nor do we simply assume that every new development must be good because 
it is possible. We are called to discern carefully, asking whether technology truly serves the human 
person, strengthens our relationships and contributes to the common good.

At the heart of Magnifica Humanitas is a simple and profound truth. The dignity of the human person 
does not come from intelligence, usefulness, success or productivity. It comes from God. Each 
person is created in his image and likeness and finds the fullness of his or her humanity in Jesus 
Christ. This means that no machine, however advanced, can replace the value of a human life, the gift 
of conscience, the capacity for love or the need we have for one another. Technology can assist us in 
many valuable ways, but it must always remain our servant rather than become our master.

This thoughtful and practical resource is offered to parish groups to encourage prayerful reflection 
on these questions. Through Scripture, the social teaching of the Church and Conversation in the 
Spirit, it invites us to consider both the world we are building and the people we are becoming. 
These are questions not only for scientists, politicians or experts. They belong to all of us. They concern 
the choices we make each day, the way we treat others and the kind of society we wish to hand on 
to those who come after us.

I am grateful to those who have prepared this resource, and I commend it warmly to the parishes and 
communities of the Diocese of Clifton. I hope it will help us to engage with the possibilities of our 
changing world with confidence and a deep respect for the dignity of every human person.

Bishop of Clifton

Pope Leo's first major Encyclical, Magnifica Humanitas, offers us insights and challenges which we are 
all facing in the ever-technical world in which we live. It is hoped that this diocesan resource will enable 
small parish groups to grapple with the contents of the encyclical and find ways to respond to the human 
needs of the world particularly in the local context, which Pope Leo encourages us to embrace. 

We would like to encourage parishioners to use the resource, which has been sent out electronically 
to all parishes - we will happily support any group which would like an introduction to the material 
and help with developing the group skills needed. 

If you would like a copy of the resource, please do contact the department of Evangelisation & 
Discipleship. We will be happy to provide these. A small donation of 50p per copy would be 
appreciated, this can be done the usual way via bacs, our details are: Sort Code: 52-10-03; Acct number: 
66827949; Account name: Clifton Diocese; Ref:‘MagHum’ plus your initials.
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 A FUTURE  full of

hope
department for evangelisation and discipleship

from seed to plant
the theological life journey

catechists day

cliftondiocese.com

‘From seed to plant’ 
- the Theologic al L ife 
J ourney with 
S r H yac inthe D efos 
du R au OP.

A day for all 
c atec hists and 
those interested in 
bec oming c atec hists.  
Bishop Bosc o will 
c elebrate M ass for us 
and c ommission the 
suc c essful students 
who hav e c ompleted 
the two-year ‘ L ight of 
Truth’  formation in 
Catec hesis c ourse.  

Saturday 17 October

V enue:  St John the 
Evangelist, Bath .  
The Churc h is c lose 
to Bath railway sta-
tion but if c oming by 
c ar please use the park 
and ride as parking at 
the Churc h is limited.

9 . 3 0am refreshments,  
10am start.  We will 
finish around 4pm. 
Please bring a pac ked 
lunc h.

To register,  please use 
the E v entbrite link:
fromseedtoplant.
ev entbrite. c o. uk
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 A FUTURE  full of

hope
department for evangelisation and discipleship

magnifica humanitas

magnifica humanitas

cliftondiocese.com

A day exploring
Magnifica Humanitas 
- safeguarding the 
human person in 
the time of artificial 
intelligence.

Our keynote speakers 
will be Bishop
Bosco MacDonald, 
Dr Austen Ivereigh & 
Prof Carmody Grey
(tbc) at St Brendan’s 
College, Brislington, 
Bristol, on Saturday 
24 October.

We will start the day 
at 10am (refreshments 
from 9.30am) and
finish at 4pm. Please 
bring a packed lunch.

To register for the
day please use the
Eventbrite link:
magnificahumanitas.
eventbrite.co.uk
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Synod - Calling experienced and new facilitators
A significant amount of time has passed since the 2023-2024 Synod, but I know that many 
of you will be aware that the Synod work has continued, and we are now in the stage of 
implementing the final document. This work is an on-going process but as a way of sharing 
what we are doing and where we are growing, there will be a Diocesan Assembly in 2027.  
Over the next few months, we will be encouraging parishes to gather the fruits of this 
work through Conversations in the Spirit (CiS). In addition, we will be having area assemblies 
in the run up to the main assembly.

To do this well we will need good facilitators both experienced and new people who 
would feel confident about offering their service to the Diocese. Back in 2022, the facilitators 
did a fantastic job having generously given their time enabling groups to have mean-
ingful conversations. We hope many of them will say yes again but so that we know who 
might be willing to take this on, we would like to create a new database of people who 
would be happy to support this work.

We are particularly keen to encourage catechists, people who have 
trained in pastoral ministry, PPC members and youth workers to 
respond to this invitation, but anyone who feels called to support us 
will be VERY welcome. Please share this with your friends and fellow 
parishioners. 

You do not need to have experience of running small groups using the methodology 
of CiS as we will offer formation to everyone and guidance around the purpose of the 
groups. We hope to start this formation in September/October so please do let us know 
if you would be happy to be included by clicking on the QR code. We are deeply grateful 
to all of you for considering this and for the generous support you give to the work of the 
parishes in our Diocese. 

Database for Youth Ministry Volunteers
Volunteering for Youth Ministry in the Diocese of Clifton - do you or have you thought 
about volunteering to work with the young people either in your parish or further afield? 
The Department for Evangelisation and Discipleship is setting up a database of volunteers 
so that we can keep in contact with you; to share new initiatives and keep you informed 
about events both in the Diocese and further afield. In addition, we hope to be able to 
offer opportunities for formation when requested. 

By letting us know who you are, you will not be committing to any 
voluntary work, but we may contact people on the database when events 
are taking place to see if you wish to support an event or support 
another parish to develop something you are already doing. 

For more information, please go to: https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/evangelisa-
tion-and-discipleship/youth-ministry/ and to register your interest, please fill out the form 
on the QR code.

https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/evangelisation-and-discipleship/youth-ministry/
https://cliftondiocese.com/departments/evangelisation-and-discipleship/youth-ministry/


What we’ve been up to...

Pastoral Ministry Formation – the Pastoral Ministry Formation Course began in 2021 with twelve people. 
Each year, since then, the formation course has continued with a further 48 people taking part. The 
primary focus of the course is deepening prayer, active listening, accompaniment and engaging in Parish 
Ministry rooted in an understanding of the Scriptures and modelling the ministry of Jesus Christ. It is a 
challenging course which encourages and facilitates a journey of personal growth and faith in the participants. 

‘Now is the Time’ - a Symposium exploring the teachings of Pope Leo in his Apostolic Exhortation ‘Dilexi 
Te’ (Love for the Poor) took place at St Brendan’s College, Brislington, on Saturday 30 May. Bishop Bosco 
began the day setting the scene with St Augustine’s teachings on the heart and the role of love. Sir John 
Battle KC*SG then spoke about his encounters with people he has worked with and how the smallest 
gesture really counts. Following these talks participants had the opportunity to have small groups
discussions on what we had heard and what had challenged us during the morning. The methodology 
of ‘Conversation in the Spirit’ was used to have these discussions which was new to some of us, including 
me, but as someone fed back it was a “superb experience”. From this there were themes around identifying 
the poor, using our different gifts and talents, the planet and environment, the involvement of the laity, 
finding strength in Jesus and opening our hearts. In the afternoon, Raymond Friel (CSAN) spoke about 
how we could put into action what we had looked at in the morning, he also touched upon Catholic Social 
Teaching and how this may look in our parishes and more locally. There were lots of thoughts around 
starting the conversations and listening to the voices of the poor and looking at our own parishes and 
what we are doing or what could be done moving forward. Seeing, discerning and acting in prayer was 
central to what people were going to do moving forward, taking this day back to our individual parishes 
and communities with enthusiasm. You can see videos of the day here: https://cliftondiocese.com/news/
dilexi-te-event-report-and-videos/

Diocesan Day - 450 people joined together on Saturday 4 July for our Diocesan Day at Downside 
School & Abbey to celebrate the ‘Joy of Love’. The theme of the day, ‘Joy of Love’ soon became a reality 
as children from the ages of 3-17 were engaged in a variety of activities, led by experienced parish 
leaders. The adults were treated to two talks and songs by our keynote speaker, Patti Boulaye who was 
an absolute joy to be with and to listen to. Her magic was such that when she sang, many joined her in 
dancing along. The participants were treated to a wonderful lunch provided by the Downside with the 
children fully occupied over the lunch break with different outdoor play activities. The day came to a 
fitting conclusion with Mass celebrated in the Basilica of St Gregory with Mgr Liam Slattery, as the Principal 
celebrant, and Rhythmix Goa, the children’s choir from Holy Rood parish in Swindon, facilitating the music 
for the Mass. As Patti Boulaye herself said, ‘It was a joy to be part of such a day which truly celebrated 
‘The Joy of the Lord’. Both of Patti’s talks can be viewed along with many pictures of the day on this link: 
https://cliftondiocese.com/news/diocesan-day-is-a-big-success/
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https://cliftondiocese.com/news/dilexi-te-event-report-and-videos/ 
https://cliftondiocese.com/news/dilexi-te-event-report-and-videos/ 
https://cliftondiocese.com/news/diocesan-day-is-a-big-success/


Dates for the Diary
In the Footsteps of Francis - what the saint from Assisi can teach us today about how to 
live in harmony with the earth and with each other. The talk will be led by Eddie Gilmore, 
taking place at St Francis, Nailsea, on Friday 2 October. Eddie is a dedicated pilgrimage 
walker, a writer, a musician and regularly contributes to BBC Radio 2’s ‘Pause for Thought’.
We will start the talk at 7pm (refreshments from 6.30pm). To register for the evening, 
please use the Eventbrite link: https://footstepsoffrancis.eventbrite.co.uk

A Call for Pilgrims: Adoremus 2026, the National Eucharistic Congress - takes place 
in London on Saturday 10 October 2026. Adoremus is a national celebration of the 
Eucharist, bringing together Catholics from across England and Wales for prayer, worship, 
catechesis, and public witness. Our Diocese has been allocated 45 places, and we are 
inviting parishioners from across our pastoral areas and parishes to participate in this 
important event. If you would like to represent your parish or pastoral area at Adoremus 
2026, please register your interest through Eventbrite: https://adoremusclifton2026.
eventbrite.co.uk  Places are limited and will be determined in order of registration. Thank 
you for considering this opportunity to be part of this significant national gathering of 
faith and devotion.

Annual Diocesan Catechists Day - ‘From seed to plant’ - the Theological Life Journey 
- with Sr Hyacinthe Defos du Rau OP. A day for all catechists and those interested in
becoming catechists. Bishop Bosco will celebrate Mass for us and commission the success-
ful students who have completed the two-year ‘Light of Truth’ formation in Catechesis 
course. Saturday 17 October at St John the Evangelist, Bath. We will have refreshments 
from 9.30am, for a 10am start. We will finish around 4pm. Please bring a packed lunch. 
To register for the day, please use the Eventbrite link: fromseedtoplant.eventbrite.co.uk

Magnifica Humanitas - the first encyclical letter of Pope Leo has been received with great 
interest and excitement from around the world. Pope Leo has, from the beginning of his Papacy, 
focused on AI as a central issue and sees it as a new phase of the industrial revolution. His 
great desire is that we should not be fearful of engaging with the conversation, whoever we 
are, because we are all embodied beings who desire real human relationships. The central 
focus of Magnifica Humanitas is the dignity of the human person and the need to ensure “the 
genuine flourishing of human beings”. We are all being called to take part in the dialogue 
of what AI means for us and Magnifica Humanitas empowers us to do that. In the words of 
Professor Anna Rowlands, “Magnifica Humanitas is a gift to the world.” Saturday 24 October 
offers all of the opportunity to go deeper into the encyclical. We are delighted to say that we 
will have with us Bishop Bosco, Dr Austen Ivereigh and Prof Carmody Grey who together, will 
unpack for us the encyclical from their perspective and lead us into conversation. This event, 
at St Brendan’s College, Brislington, is not to be missed so sign up early to avoid disappointment. 
You can register here: magnificahumanitas.eventbrite.co.uk We look forward to welcoming you. 

Advent Retreat - Clifton Diocese in partnership with ‘Light of Truth’ are offering an Advent 
Retreat. Three online sessions every Wednesday of Advent, to discover the 3 virtues that 
connect us to God: Faith, Hope, and Charity and so prepare for the celebration of the Nativity 
of Jesus Christ. 2, 9, 16 December 2026, 7pm-8pm. To sign up for the session, please click 
on the Zoom link here. More information on other courses & sessions run by the Dominican 
Sisters can be found on the following link: https://www.lightoftruth.uk/join

 cliftondiocese.com
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https://footstepsoffrancis.eventbrite.co.uk 
https://adoremusclifton2026.eventbrite.co.uk 
https://adoremusclifton2026.eventbrite.co.uk 
http://fromseedtoplant.eventbrite.co.uk
http://magnificahumanitas.eventbrite.co.uk
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/r-0GgxnaTRC8g2gu5-rsTg#/registration
https://www.lightoftruth.uk/join 




